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| PORTUGAL FEARS LOSS OF FREFDOM LV NAZIS DRIVE FOR GIBRALTAR; GESTAPO LISTS JEWS

j LISBON, July 14. (ONA) -- Portugal, mow celebrating 800 years of independence,
: is begimning to fear that she may lose her freedom if the development of the war makes
, it necessary for Germany to operate from this country.

Well-informed circles believe it possible that the Nazis, in an offensive ugainst
Gibraltar, may utilize the Spanish coast and also claim the Portuguese coast. The Lishen
harbor, situated between the Spanish ports of Vigo and Cadis and only seversl hours from

Oibraltar, attracts the Germans because of ite possibilities as & naval base.

In such an eventuality, Spain would probably support Germany. With Germcn forces

now at Hendaye, on the Franco-Spanish border, and near Sen Sebastian, Spanish port, the
Madrid Govermment would have little other alternative than to submit to German demands.

Nazi diplomats in Portugal, in private conversations with friends and journalists,

openly boast that the Gestapo already possesses lists of Jews and others in Portugal
who will be handled as anti-Nazi elements. Whether these boasts are only aimed at

| frightening Portuguese statesmen and the population or whether they are true, is difficult

to judge.

However, their effect is to increase anxiety among Portugal's 5,000 Jews, who
' have resided here ummolested for more than a century and enjoy equality of rights, as
well as among the thousands of refugees who have come here from France.

i French, Belgian and other refugees are alarmed over the possibility that this
small, hospitable country may fall under German-Spanish domination and they are seeking
ways of leaving Portugal as soon as possible, Many of them embark for England on Brit-
, 1sh stesmers, receiving visas without difficulty if they are skilled workers.

Refugees who have no hope of being admitted to England are seeking to reach

Moroceo and Algeria on small boats which go chiefly to Casablanca. However, on reaching

that port, they usually find that they are not permitted to land there. The Jewlish

community in Tangier has succeeded, in exceptional cases, in obtaining entry for refugees,

tut Casablanca remains gemerally closed.

Numerous French and Belgien refugees are appealing for visas to Haitl, the
Dominicen Republic and other distant lands, hoping to get there on Greek and Portuguese
steamships, while others are ready to proceed to Angola if permitted by the Portuguese
colonial authorities to settle there.






