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ANTI_SEMITIC AGITATION FLARED IN PARIS ON EVE OF NAZI ENTRY; 50,000 JEWS FLED CAPITAL

EDITOR'S NOTE: Boris Smolar, chief European Correspondent of the
J.T.A., left Paris shortly before the German occupation of the capital
on June 14. After establishing temporary headquarters in Bordeaux, he
was obliged to evacuate when France's capitulation became apparent.

He reached Lisbon on Jume 20. This is his first comprehensive dispatch
on the Jewish exodus from Paris and on the situation of the Jewish
refugees.

LISBON, June 27. (JTA) -- With all exits virtually barred, the 400,000 Jews in
France, whether in the German-controlled area or the unoecupied zone, feel trapped ns
though held in a huge concentration camp.

Those who, in the tragi¢ exodus from Paris, considered themselves lucky to reach
the interior, later by the thousands besieged foreign consulates in Bordeaux, hoping
to escape from France before the armistice was signed, only to find that no neighboring
country would accept them and Franco's Spanish Government would not even grant them
transit visas.

They included some 40,000 Jewish refugees from Germany, many of whom had already
tasted life in Nazi concentration camps and were awaiting emigration overseas. Now,
with the armistice agreement providing for return of such German subjects as Berlin
desires, the refugees tremble in fear of being turned over to the Gestapo.

: Little less tragic is the plight of the French-born Jews whose families consid-

! ered themselves Frenchmen for generations and were hardly conscious of their Jewishness.
Despite their French passports they are refused visas by the Spanish comsulate in
Bordeaux.

: I witnessed the exodus of some 50,000 Jews from Paris, precipitated by anti-
Semitic agitation of fifth columnists, who, with the approach of the German army, began
stirring up anti-Jewish feeling among the depressed Frenchmen in Jewlsh-populated
sections around the Rivoli and Place de la Republique, blaming the Jews for the war.
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The demonstrations paused the Jews who, not heving means of evacuation, had
intended to remain in Paris, to leave their homes and try to reach the city gates on
foot. They ran as though spewed from a volcano, trudging for miles with babies in |
arms, sacks on their shoulders, afraid to look back to where they had left their
homes and possessions.

Bombed on the road by Nazi planes, some succeeded in boarding evacuation trains
dozens of miles from Paris. Others contimued on foot, hoping to remain ahead of the
Nazi tanks.

Later, when I entered Spain, I found thousands of Jews among those camped in
the no-man's-land between the French frontier town of Hendaye and the Spanish town
of Irun, hoping to be admitted into Spain, which they thought to be the only means -
of escape from the Nazis. Many had reached Hendaye on foot from Bordeaux, Angers
and Tours. Others had made their way in refugee-crowded trains from Bordeaux while
the trains were still running.

The majority, however, had spent all they had to reach the Spanish frontier by
automobile, only to find the border hermetically closed. MAmong them were many forme:-
ly wealthy persons who drove to the frontier in luxurious limousines, ready to abandoa
them and proceed from the border by train.

But rich and poor were growded together on the road in the-hot sun, unable te
cross the bridge which separates France from Spain. They obtained only pity from
the Spanish border officials, who had striet orders from Madrid to keep the gates of
Irun closed. Not very long ago, during the Spanish civil war, this bridge saw refug-
ees streaming from the other side. Now the flood was pressing the other way.

At the time I was in Irun (June 22), only holders of diplomatie and American
passports were able to pass without t.rcuble and the latter only if they had Portugvesd
visas. But there remained behind hundreds of thousands without the necesscry docu-
ments, who included thousands of Polish, Hungarian, Rumanian, stateless and Fronch-
born Jews fleeing from France.

The Jews knew that the present Spanish Govermment especially was not inclined |
to give refuge to Jews. Those holding British and Palestinian passports sought w i
make their way to the. nearby shores of Biarritz and St. Jean-de-Luz, from where mx.‘ll

boats risked passage to England. None of these refugees even thought of taking the
smallest amount of luggage. Eight hundred persons were only too happy to abandon 4
their autos and embark on an 800-ton steamer taking British refugees from Biarrite td
Plymouth.

On reaching Lisbon I found that the Portuguese Government had received an 3
estimated 2,000,000 applications for visas, permanent or transit. Most of them came
from Frenchmen, Belgians, Dutch and Poles in France who reguired Portuguese visas to
pass through Spain. The applications must have ingluded tens of thousands from Jews.

On the international train on which I reached Lisbon from Spain I witnessed
heartbreaking scenes involving some passengers from France, who, after being permit a
to cross Spain, were halted at the Portuguese frontier station baeause their Portu.g— o
uese visas had been issued by consulates in France without approval of Lisbon.



Those with French currency found this not accepted for exchange at the border,
the only acceptable foreign currency being American dollars. A group of three Jewlsh
industrialists, holders of non-American passports, were assisted with fare at the
Portuguese frontier by Dr. James Bernstein, director of the HIAS-ICA Emigratiom Assog- .
iation, who was traveling on this train. Dr. Bernstein also aided a non-Jewish British
banker, a shareholder of Barclay's Bank.

Although the two-car train in which we traveled was an international exprees,
fare had to be paid in local currency at each border, and thus American money had to
be ted into Portug cyrrency at the station's exchange office. Frenchmen,
wealthy in francs, found themselves suddenly penniless. Many of them were assisted by
Americans on the train, but had to travel in a third-class coach, some of them probably
for the first time in their lives.

The Portuguese authorities are giving preference to foreign diplomats and othsr
prominent persons in obtaining lodging in Lisbon. Hotels have been ordered not to rent
rooms without special permission from the police authorities. Many refugees are advised
that should the influx continue they may be ordered to move into the provinces. Few
others are arriving, however, because of difficulties at the froatier.

American journaliste arriving here from France are warned by the Ministry of
Propaganda that strict censorship exists in Portugal with regard to political news and
each correspondent must submit his dispatches in three copies to the cemsor.

Berlin Reports Excesses in Toulouse, Lyon

LONDON, June 27. (JTA) -- The Berlin radio today reported anti-Jewish demonstra-
tions in the part of France not occcupied by the Germans. The broadcast said 12 Jews
were injured and a synagogue destroyed in a demonstration in Toulouse, Jewlsh shops ware
wrecked in Lyon and in another town crowds attacked a Masonic lodge where Jews had

taken refuge.
AXIS POWERS SAID TO PLAN ITALIAN RULE OF PALESTINE, OUSTER OF JEWS TO ABYSSTNIA

LONDON, June 27. (JTA) -- The Axis Powers, if they defeat England, plan to turn
Palestine over to the jurisdiction of the Vatican State and transport the Palestine
Jewish population to Abyssinia, it was reported today by the Manchester Guardian.

Under the plan, the newspaper said, the Pope will be able to care for the holy
places in Palestine while Italy will exercise the real sovereignty. The plan is cal-
culated to win Catholic support the world over for a new world settlement, the report
said, adding that it would please anti-Jewish Arabs by destroying the Jewish national

50 Italian Bishops s_&-mmm of Palestine

ROME, June 27. (JTA) -- The long-expected campaign for "liberation of the Holy
Land" got under way today with dispatch by 30 bishops of a telegram to Premier Benito
Mussolini urging him to crown the "unfailing victory of our army" by planting the
Italian banner over the Holy Sepulchre. 1

The bishops, members of a clerical organization dedicated to active participation
in Italy's "Battle of Grain," said that such an act would symbolize "the harmony between

the civilized people of Imperial and Christisn Rome."
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In an apparent attemp! to further Italy's aspirations ic the Holy Land, the
Rome newspaper Il Piccolo hag published an article explaining King Victor Emmanuel's
"legitimate" right to the titles of King of Cyprus and King of Jerusalem. According
to the article, the T'alian king earns this right as a member of the House of Bavoia,
successor to the Kingdom of Naples. In 1277, it is pointed out, Marie of Antioch
ceded the titie of King of Jerusalem to Charles I of Angio, King of Naples.

00,000 JENS PUT UNDEP SOVIET RULE BY CESSION OF RUMANIAN AREAS

LONDON, Juaa £7. (JTA) -- More than half of Burope's nine-and-a-hal® million
Jews--roughly 5,180,000, with today's gession of Bessarabia and northern Bukowima
by Rumania to Russia--are now under Soviet domination.

There are some 250,000 Jews in Bessarabia and approximately 50,000 in aorthern
Bukowina. Beisarsv'-~'s prinmcipa’. city, Chisinau (Kishinev) , has a Jewish population
of 45,000, while Gornauti (Czernowitz) in Bukowina has some 40,000,

Approximate Jewish populations for other Soviet-dominated territories are:
Soviet Russia, 5,000,000; Soviet Poland, 1,500,000; Lithuania, £80,000; Latvia, 95,000
and Estonia, 5,000. s

PANIC AMONG RIMANIAN JEWS, SLUMP ON STOCK EXCHANGE REPORTED

LONDON, Jute 27. (JTA) -- & slump on the Bourse and panic among Rumanian Jews
was reported in a Ducharest dispatch to the Daily Telegraph today followin, announce-
ment that Jews would be barred from admission to the Party of the Nation. The ban,
which has the effre~ of barring Jews from public office, professions and executive
posts in business, was feared to be a prelude to further curtailment of their rights.

!

Business circles feared that if the Government adopts further anti-Jewish meas-
ures a collapse will ensue such as that which marked the brief life of the anti-Semitic
~ Coge regime. The Telegraph dispatch reported that a big resteurant in Bucharest usually
~ thronged with business men was empty, indicating that Jews considered it prudent to
 keep indoors. "

HUNGARTAN NAZIS DBMAND NEV ANTI-JEMISE CURBS |

BUDAPEST, June 27. (JTA) -- Revivified by the recent Nazification of the Ruman.
~ ian Government, Hungarian Nazis in a stormy session of Parliament yesterda, bitterly
~ attacked Premier Paul Teleki and his internal policies. As usual, administration of
the anti-Jewish law was the main object of Nazi ire. For the first time, Nazi Deputy
Inre Pallo publicly demanded Govermment registration of all Jews and their property
to facilitate wholesale confiscation of Jewish wealth.

|
| LONDON, June 27. (JTA) -- The Agudath Israel, orthodox religious organization,

annpunced foday receipt of a cgble from its American affiliate undertaking to accomod-
ate 10,000 child evacuees. At:the same time the Montreal Council of Rabbis cabled the
Agudath that it is prepared to accomcdate all the Jewlsh children that can be sent to
Cenada. :
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The organization said it was registering Jewish children to be evacuated under
the Government scheme and was also negotiating with the Govermment for inclusionm in
the evacuation plan of Jewish children smong Dutch, Belgian, French, Polish and Csech
refugees. Children of German-Jewish refugees resident in England have been excluded
from the plan, according to an announcement in Commons Tuesday.

ROUNDUP OF 'ALIENS PRESSED IN ENGLAND; 25,000 ORDERED INTERNED |

LONDON, June 27. (JTA) -- The Goverrment roundup of aliens, ineluding many who
had previously been classed as friendly, is continuing on a wide scale. According to
the Daily Express, Home Secretary Sir John Anderson has ordered intermment of 25,000
Austrians and Germans in category C, against whom there had been no special reatrictionms

More than 200 in this category were arrested in the London area yesterday, while
hundreds of others were seized in provincial centers. Among those detained were 87
students at the retraining school maintained at Leeds by the ORT. More than 100 aliena
were seized in raids in Glasgow yesterday.

STEKEL, FORMER FREUD AIDE, DEAD IN LONDON

LONDON, June £7. (JTA) -- Dr. William Stekel, 7T4-year-old refugee from Vienna,
once chief aide of Prof. Sigmund Freud, was found dead today in a hotel. He iz believed
to have committed suicide.

ASSCHER, DUTCH JEWISH LEADER, AND 2 SONS REPORTED SLAIN BY NAZIS

NEW YORK, June 27. (JTA) -- Reports are ecirculating in Europe that Abraheam
Asscher, 80-year-old president of the Amsterdam Jewish Community, and his two sons have
been shot by the Nazis, according to a refugee who arrived here recently. He said some
refugees reported having heard this announced on the German radio. Asscher was also
president of the Netherlands Union of Ashkenazic Jewish Communities and head of the
Alliance Israelite Universelle in Holland.

FRANCE BARRED EXPORT OF DIAMONDS BY BELGIAN REFUGEE DEALERS

NEW YORK, June 27. (JTA) -- Belgian diamond dealers leaving France in the early
days of June were refused permits by the French authorities to export their diamonds,
according to one dealer who left Paris on June 7. The action affected from 300 to
400 important diamond dealers, most of whom are Jewish, this source said. e

The action was apparently motivated, it was said, by the desire to establish a
dismond center in southern France, in the belief that the larger part of France could
hold out against Germany. It was feared that the large amount of diamonds thus held

in France may have fallen into the 5! hands.
S
ax corrscuuk amRuvES 1y S
LISEON, June 27. (JTA) -- Max Gottschalk, head of the Belgian Refugee Committes

in Brussels and president of the HIAS-ICA Emigration Association, has arrived here to-
gether with his family. He immediately applied for an American immigration visa.

(Continued on reverse side)



. ment for permission to transport the cargo of the mercy ship McKeesport to the pied

U.S. LEGATION ASKS PORTUGAL TO PERMIT HIAS TO SET UP LISBON OFFICE

LISBON, June 27, (JTA) -- The American Legation has asked the Portuguese Govern-
ment to permit the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society of America to establish its European
headquarters in Lisbon. The society, as part of the HIAS-ICA Emigration Association,
had previously been quartered in Paris. Representing HIAS-ICA here now are Dr. James
Bernstein, Burcpean director of the association, and Eli Dijour.

NATIONAL ACADEMY FOR ADULT EDUCATION PROPOSED BY RABBIS

DETROIT, June 27. (JTA) -- Formation of a National Academy for Adult Jewish
Education under the auspices of the Rabbinical Assembly and Jewish Theological Seminary
was proposed at the Assembly's fortieth annual convention today in a report of the
Adult Education Committee read by Rabbi Leon S. Lang, Germantown.

Prof. Mordecai Kaplan, in a paper on "The Function of the Rabbi in American
Jewish life," said that the rabbi "should function in respect to Jewish life as social
engineer, as educator and as theologian.”

RED CROSS SEEKS T0 AID REFUGEES IN UNOCCUPIED FRANCE
WASHINGTON, June 27. (JTA) -- The Red Cross is negotiating with the German Govers-

portion of France, where several million refugees are in appalling need, it was announced
today. A "large percentage" of the homeless refugees in central France are Jews, Red
Cross headquarters said.

SHARP PROFLTS RISE REPORTED BY PALESTINE POTASH COMPANY

LONDON, June 27. (JTA) -- The Palestine Potash Company today reported net
profits in 1989 of L175,255, representing an increase of L107,097 over the 1958 income.
The tomnnage of potash salts sold increased %3 per cent over 1938, while bromine sales
roge 18 per cent, the company reported.

Since the war Palestine has become the chief source of potash supply to the
Allies and neutral countries, German, Russian and Polish potash being out of the market
while Spanish mines have not yet been reatored since the Civil War. 5

WORK STARTED ON AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE IN PALESTINE

NEW YORK, June 27. (JTA) -- Conmstruction of an agricultural college has been
started at Rehoboth, Palestine, it was announced today by the American Friends of the
Hebrew University. The beginning of work on the college, which will be part of the
Hebrew University, was reported to the Friemds in a cable from Jerusalem by Salmann
Schocken, chairmen of the university's executive couneil.
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