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AGENCY SEEKS 70 AID STRANDED PALESTINE-BOUND REFUGEES; ITALIAN JEWS FREED

JERUSALEM, June 0. (JTA) -- The Jewish Agency gsked the Palestine Government
in a memorandum today to provide transportation for 16 Palestine-bound Jewish refugees
aboard the Italien steamship Rodi, which was captured By a British warship and taken
to Malta, 2

Many Jewish refugees with Palestine certificates who had been in Italy fled to
Greece, whence they have been trying to reach Palestine by train. The Agency is
attempting to obtain for them the necessary transit visas through Turkey and Syria.

Several Italian Jews, including four Hebrew University professors, were released
by the authorities after having been under detention since Italy's entrance into the
war,

The position of American Jews in Palestine in the light of the war was discussed
last night at a meeting in Tel Aviv attended by the heads of 175 American Jewish famil-
ies, A committee was appointed to take up with the American Consul questions of evacu-
ation of Americans inside or outside Palestine. Consular forms indicating their desir-
es were filled out by participants’in the meeting.

Aid by U.S. Jews Seen N if Mar Is Long
U.S. Jews Seen

; ' NEW YORK, June 20, (JTA) -- Mrs. Rose Jacobs, American member of the Jewish
Agency's Jerusalem Executive, who returned from Palestine last week, said in an inte:-
view today that although Palestine had made all preparations for the war, a long con-
flict might raise the necessity of American Jewish aid.

"The fate of Palestine is inseparable from the future of the entire Mediterran-
ean area," Mrs, Jacobs said, "The Yishub is prepared and is doing its best to take
care of our needs. It may be able to pull through by itself. But if the war lasts

‘long and supply lines are seriously restricted the day may come when American Jews

will have to send help, as they did in the last war."

The Executive member declared "the Arabs are behaving, for the most part,
peacefully now, but there was a demonstration in Jaffa when some Arabs paraded
through the street shouting 'Heil Hitler! Heil Ducel' There were rumors of similar
demonstrations in Nablus and elsewhere. The next day the Government issued a stern
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warning against 'spreading false rumors,' threatening severe penalties., It wasn't
clear who was responsible for the demonstration or how much Arab sentiment it
represented, There were rumors, too, that the Mufti had returned to Palestine. I
have no idea whether there was any basis for these reports.

"One thing is certain--the Jews are 100 per c-lnt loyal to the Allies. The
loyalty is much stronger than the Allies themselves seem to realize, No matter what
happens they can depend on the support of the Yishub."

EOSLTION OF JEWS IN LITHUANIA SEEN IMPROVED UNDER NEM REGIME

WILNO, Lithuania, June 20, (JTA) -- The Jewish position in Lithuania has under-
gone a radical change for the better, Jewish commmity leaders indicated todasy in an
interview with the J.T.A. They pointed out that the new regime, which was set up
following Soviet occupation, is a guarantee that full social and national equality
will be enforced.

The first changes in officialdom, the leaders said, indicate that the new
regime is determined to pursue a non-discriminatory poliey.

Jewish institutions are contimuing to function normally. The position of
refugees in Wilno has been particularly improved, the system of repressions instituted
bty the former regime having been discontinued. 8

Officials of the Joint Distribution Committee here announced that they were

continmuing relief operations for refugees as well as for needy sections of the local
population although facing financial difficulties.

U.S. URGED T0 USE MERCHANT MARINE TO EVACUATE REFUGEES IN FRANCE
LONDON, June 20. (JTA) -- A plea to America to-use its mercantile marine to

_evacuate German refugees still in France was voiced today at the annual session of the °

Council of the League of Nations Union.

The appeal wes mede by Margery Corbett-Ashby, who wae emong the signers of an
appeal on behalf of refugees issued on May 51 by the Archbishop of York, and was
coupled with a warning that unless swift action was taken within the next five or six
deys the fate "of these unhappy refugees" would be senled. Jews, she said, would be
deported to Poland and political refugees would face the firing squad,

Resolutions teking "strong exception" to the British Goverrment's ensctment
of the Palestine land sale curbs without preyious reference to the League Council and
urging modifications of refugee restrictions here, which had been scheduled on the
agenda, were withdrawn in order not to detract from the Union's support of the Gover
ment. President (ilbert Murray, however, referred to the Union's previous resolution
on Palestine, declaring that both questions w\ﬂd be considered by the Union's execut-
ive body. i

LISBON, June 20, (JTA) -- Boris Smolar, chief European correspondent of the
Jewish Telegraphic Agency, and Dr, James Bernstein, European director of the HIAS-ICA
Emigration Association, arrived here today from Bordeeux. Dr. Bernmstein will study
the possibilities of transferring HIAS-ICA operations to Lisbon
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Moshe Smilansky, president of the Jewish Farmers Federation of Palestine, who
was stranded here on his way to Palestine leaves for London today.

Grynszpan Feared Fallen Into Mazis' Hands

WASHINGTON, June 20, (JTA) -- No word has come from Paris of the fate of
young Herschel Grynsspan, whose assassination of a German Embassy official in Paris
in 1988 precipitated organized pogroms in Germany, Govermment offioials said today.

The officials believed it certain that the Polish Jewish youth, who had been
held in a Paris cell awaiting trial, has fallen into German hands. They expressed
doubt that he would survive.

(A London dispateh quoted a French radio report that Grynsspan had been seized
by the Mazis in Paris and would be "tried" by them.)

BRITAIN WIDENS CURBS ON ALIENS; £0 DOCTORS DISMISSED

LONDON, June 20. (JTA) -- Home Secretary Sir John Anderson revealed in'the
House of Commons today that he has authorized chief constables to arrest and intern
‘any Category C aliens whose reliability is doubted. He admitted that Category C
aliens were interned without any reason being given when the action was represented
as & matter of military necessity.

Fifty refugee doctors who, with the agreement of the British Medical Asscecin-
tion, had been permitted to undergo training in order to qualify for licenses to
practice here, have been dismissed from their posts, it was learned today.

A.F.L, ASKS REPUBLICANS TO FAVOR ACTION AGAINST SUBVERSIVE GROUPS

PHILADELPHIA, June 20. (JTA) -- The Republican National Committee's Resolutions
Committee was urged today by the American Federation of Labor, represented by Presid-
ent William Green and Secretary George Meany, to include in its platform planks call-
ing for prosecution of organizations seeking vioclent overthrow of the Government,
deportation of aliens advocating such overthrow and continuation of the nation's
restricted immigration policy.

YESHIVA GRADUATES 57; GRAVES GETS HONORARY DEGRER

NEW YORK, June 20. (JTA) -- Yeshiva College held its ninth annual commencement
exercises in its Nathan Lamport Auditorium this afternoon, awarding the degree of
Bachelor of Arts to members of the graduating clase and the honorary degree, Doctor
of Humane Letters to State Bducauon Commissioner Frank P. Graves.

Dr. Bernard Revel, pnmdant uf the college, deljvered the commencement
address before the more than 1,500 guests. Samuel Levy, chairman of the board of ~
trustees, offered the nloaning address. Dr. Graves was presented for the degree -
by Dr, Nelson P. Mead, Acting President of the College of the City of New York
and member of the Yeshiva College Advisory Council. -
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LONDON, June 20, ) -- Abraham Tarlo, chairman and co-founder of the Feder-
ation of Poush Jews, dl. . ‘
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MOSLEMS, BRITONS JOIN IN PERFORMANCE OF BLOCH'S "AVODATH HAKODESH"

JERUSALEM, June 20. (JTA) -- The Sabbath Evening Service, "Avodath Hakodesh,"
| by the American Jewish composer Ernest Bloch, was performed here last night by a

| mixed chorus comprising 40 Jewish, 20 English and 10 Moslem singers. Among the

singers was Director MacNair of the Palestine Broadcasting Service.

The oratorio, which was written by Bloch on commission from the late Felix
M, Warburg and dedicated to his son Gerald F. Warburg, the 'cellist, was given under
the auspices of the World Center for Jewish Music.

ZALMAN LEVONTIN, PIONEER ZIOMIST, DEAD AT 84

TEL AVIV, June 20, (JTA) -- Zalman David Levontin, a pioneer Zionist, died
here yesterday at the age of 84. In 1901 Levontin was invited by Dr. Theodor Herzl,
father of political Zionism, to organize the Jewish Colonial Trust, Zionist finanecial
institution.

ANTI-ALIEN LAWS HELD 'CAPITULATION TO TOTALITARIANISM'

CHARLEVOIX, Mich., June 20. (JTA) -- The 5lst annual conference of the Central
Conference of American Rabbis, approving the report of its Social Justice Commission,
: today warned that current anti-alien legislation was "in effect a capitulation to
| totalitarianism.”

The report, sutmitted for the commission by Chairman Edward L. Israel, Baltimore,
said that anti-alien measures were "unjust to the overwhelming majority of loyal
aliens as well as destructive of the fundamental texture of true democracy."

"We hereby record our faith in the loyalty of those who have come to this
country either recently or in the past," the report declared. "We urge them to be-
come full-fledged citizens of this land and urge that in the commendable effort to
protect democratic institutions there be no legislation passed which will imperil
the liberties of al:l.ans‘as a group."

The report also approved the American Civil Liberties Union acticn for peace ;
between the C.I.0. and A.F, of L., the findings of the Inter-Faith Conference on
Unemployment in Washington on June 6, asked abolition of the poll tax in southern
states, Government aid for the sharecroppers and retention of the fundamental
principles of the National Labor Relations Act. ;

"There will never be enduring justice and sound civilization until men
recognize and respect that dignity of the individual which is inherent in our Jewish
spiritual concept of God's fatherhood and man's brotherhood; whatever specific applic-
ations we may moke in the realm of social and economic life flow from this concept,” 2
the report added. 2

At a session tonight on "The Spirit and Character of the American Jewish
Community," Rabbi B. Benedict Glazer, New York, said: "The full force of Hitler's
savage onslaughts on the Jew is not completely dissipated in Europe. The poison
of his international propaganda machine has seeped into many areas of the depression-
prepared soil of the United States."”

(Continued on reverse side)
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He pointed to what he called over-concentration of the American Jewish commun-
ity on self defense and said: "It is questionable whether activities in the field
of Christian-Jewish relations have influenced a major segment of the population, part-
icularly the masses of victims of unemployment and depression and susceptible to the
anti-Jewish blandishments of a demagogue."

Rabbi Glazer predicted that ultimately many external differences among the
three major Jewish religious groups in the United States would disappear.

Speakers at a symposium this afternoon on "Problems of the Rabbinate" stressed
that the war had greatly affected their functions. B. Feibelman, New Orleans, said
that "ecivilization itself may not survive the war." Abraham Shusterman, Tulsa,
declared: "No problem confronting the rabbi can compare with that of good and evil
to which a war-torn world has given new significance.”

Solomon N, Bazell, Louisville, declared that "freedom and democracy are sacred
terms in these times" and called for a code of Reform Jewish conduct and practice.
Other speakers included David H. Wice, Omaha, and Samuel Wolk, Wilkes Barre.

BULLETIN

NEW YORK, June 20. (JTA) -- A bomb exploied late this afternoon in the offices
of the German International Commercisl Service, directly below the German Consulate-
General at 17 Battery Place. Three rooms were damaged and at least two persons were
injured. Police and firemen cordoned off the building.
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