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ITALY'S WAR ENTRY FINDS 4,000 REFUGEES TRAPPED; DEPORTATION T0 NAZI POLAND FEARED

PARIS, June 10. (JTA) -- From the Jewish point of view, Italy's entry into the
wor “today has three mnjor effects:

(1) The 40,000 Italian Jews and more than 4,000 Jewish refugees in Italy are
placed in a perilous position. .
L]

(2) One of the last outlets for overseas emigration of Jewish refugees from
German territories is closed.

(3) The war area is extended to the Mediterranean, bringing the denger of war
to Palestine.

The Italian preparations for war had been accompanied with mounting anti-Jewish
feeling, resulting in rioting in Trieste last month in which windows of Jewish schools
and synagogues were broken and several stores wrecked and ransacked. Later, Jewish
stores reopened under police’guard, but it was feared that today's war declaration would
be followed by increased anti-Semitic agitation.

For the more than 4,000 refugees in Italy, who had ‘been ncking.duwmuly in
the face of insufficient uﬁgﬂtian outlets and transportation facilities, to escape
before Rome entered the war, there now looms the possibility of deportation to German

‘territory. A J.T.A. Rome dispatch on May 22 said the refugees were cognizant of the
. possibility of being transported en masse to Nazi-occupied Poland when war ceme.

The refugees in Italy include 250 from Poland for whom issuance of Palestine
certificates has been guthorized, another 100 German and Polish Jewish refugees with
American visas and 45 with Dominican visas, who are stranded together with the several
thousand, - the largest group of ‘whom are quartered in trieste, who had no immediate
emigration prospects.

Italy 16 now also finally closed as a eountry of transit for refugees, although
actually the Italian Government hed banned refugee transit last month, There were €00
refugees with American visas and 525 with Dominican entry permits in various parts of
Burope whose immediate emigration depended on being able to cross Italy, in addition




to refugees with visas for other countries. American and Dominican diplomatic offic-
ials had been making strenuous efforts o obtain a lifting of the transit banm.

With Italy's entry into the conflict, the Mediterranean is drawn into the war
arena and the possibility exists of attack on Palestine. For the past several
months the Holy Land has been rushing defense preparations, including nation-wide
blackout, preparation for evacuation of ecivilians from coastal cities if necessary
and other precautions. Although Premier Benito Muesolini, in his speech in Rome to-
day, indicated that he was trying to locamlize his participation in the war to western
Burcpe, the possibility of Palestine's becoming involved must be reckoned with.

8.000 Americans, Mostly Jews, in Palestine

WASHINGTON, June 10. (JTA}) -- Eight thousand Americans, of whom 90 per cent
are Jews, were in Palestine when Italy declared war on the Allies, the State Depart-
ment estimated today.

There were more American citizens in Palestine than in either Great Britain or
France when those nations entered the war.

The State Department estimated that two-thirds of American Jews in Palestine
were naturalized citizens and onme-third native born. By far the largest percentage
of American Jews were admitted to Palestine on visas providing for permanent residence
there.

The J.T.A. learned that ‘t.hera have been few if any requests from Americans in
Palestine for aid in leaving the country and that nearly all now regard Palestine as
their permanent home and will not take refuge elsewhere.

A proclamation declaring the Mediterranean a belligerent zome forbidden to
American shipping, expected tc be issued within 48 hours, will close one of the last
outlets for emigration of German refugees from Burope.

Among the refugees stranded in Italy are 45 who were scheduled to sail for the
Dominiean Republic. Officials of the Intergovermmental Refugee Committee here were
conducting preliminary discussions on the possibility that a new group of refugees
now in England and France might be selected for the Dominican colonization project in
lieu of those held in Italy.

170, Palestine-Bound, Stranded in Rhodes

JERUSALEM, June 10. (JTA) ~- Italy's entrance into the war has stranded 170
Jewish immigrants on the liner Rodi in the harbor of Rhodes, Italian possession, it
was learned today.

‘The immigrants, bound for Palestine, had been scheduled to arrive last Friday.
A cable received this morning by the Jewish Agency for Palestine had asked for immed-
iate &momuon, citing the. danger that s would be in the war zone.

WILNO, Lithuania, June 10, (JTA) -- Rabbi Aaron Lewin, chairman of the world
central council of the Agudath Israel, has arrived here from Soviet-occupied Poland
after receiving a Soviet exit visa and Lithusnian entry permit.



ALIENS AGED 60-70 INTERNED BY BRITAIN; STEPS 10 FREE SOME INDUSTRIALISIS TAKEN

LONDON, June 10, (JTA) -- The Govermment today ordered the intermment of all
"enemy aliens" between the ages of 60 and 70 in category B--who previously had been
allowed certain freedom of movement. All in this category between the ages of 16
and 60 years already had been internmed.

Home Secretary Sir John Anderson earlier informed the House of Commons that
measures were being taken for the release of internees whose efforts would be in
the national interest. The action followed intervention on behalf of interned refug-
ees who were key figures in important industries which employed many Britons and
whose intermment forced olosing down of the plants.

"Steps have been taken," Sir John said, "to review the cases of Germans and
Bustrians recently intermed under general directions, where it is claimed that their
release is definitely and directly in the national interest, but it will not be poss-
ible to allow the return of such persons to any protected area unless I am fully sat-
isfied that the return does not prejudice national security."

RUMANTA DISCRIMINATES AGAINST JEWS LN ARMY

BUCHAREST, June 10. (JTA) -- A large number of Jewish university graduates,
including doctors, lawyers and technicians, have been denied admission to the qualify-
ing examinations for inclusion in the army's reserve of officers. No reason has been
given for the discrimination. All men involved spent several months in preparatory
courses for the examinatioms.

A number of Jewish officers in the army have not been assigned to active
service following mobilization because, it is understood, the authorities did not
want to place "pure" Rumanians in the position of having to obey orders by Jews.

25,000 JEWISH REFUGEES IN HUNGARY, SURVEY DISCLOSES

BUDAPEST, June 10. (JTA) -- An unofficial survey disclosed today the presence
of approximately 25,000 Jewish refugees in Hungary. Many of these are actual fugit-
ives from Nazi persecution; how many are merely unfortunates who lost their citizen-
ship in the Hungarian reoccupation areas is difficult to determine.

Jewish circles believe, however, that about one-third of the so-called refug-
ees belong in the latter category. These include persons who lived in Hungarian
provinces before the World War, who were transferred to Czechoslovakia by treaty and
who returned to Hungary following dismemberment of Czechoslovekia dnd reoccupation
of the Carpatho-Ukraine and Tatra regions.

Many of these persons considered themselves Hungarians until called upon to
prove their nationality, whereupon they discovered that they had nonme, By Hungarian
law, an individual must prove that his grandfather or great-grandfather was a resid-
ent of Hungary in 1851 in order to be “considered a citizen.

Thus far, few Jewish refugees or aliens have been molested by the
police, so long as Jewish friends or charitable institutions guarantee their support.
But there ig no assurance that the present attitude of the Govermment will not change
at any moment and they will not be thrown into prison or sent back to sections of
the Reich from which they escaped.



sTehs 7 1 8/11/40.

The few hundred financially independent refugees are being treated surprisingly
well, The only restriction on their freedom is that they must all register in the
same Budapest hotel reserved for refugees and report to a police officer at the hotel
once a day. Otherwise they are free to live as they please, so long as their money
lasts.,

The poor Jewish refugees are mostly maintained in camps operated by the Jewish
commnities of various Hungarian cities, In Budapest, 1,200 refugees from Austria
and Czechoslovakia are maintained in seven camps, Exp of the Budapest camps
average more than $10,000 monthly, Even so the refugees must be considered fortunate
in that the Hungarian Gover t, for r of my, has released them from police

custody into cemps under custody of the Jewlish community. * :

ANTI-SRMITIC GROUP ACIIVE AMONG INDIANS, SENATE CGMMITTEE TOLD

WASHINGTON, June 10. (JTA) -- A "fifth column" directed by anti-Semitic propa-
gandiste has been unsuccessful in ite attempts to enlist American Indians under the
"Nazi banner," Indian Commissioner Collier told a Senate committee today. On the
other hand, the Senate Indian Affairs Committee, Collier declared, has been received
by "misrepresentations and inaccuracies" of the American Indian Federation. The
federation, said Collier, is affiliated with the James True Associates and organisz-
ations sponsored by William Dudley Pelley and the German-American Bund,

NAZI PAPER HAILS SEGREGATION OF JEWS IN BRATISLAVA

ZURICH, June 10. (JTA) -- The G paper Es National Zeitung reports
that the population of Bratislava "welcomes" segregation of Jews in the Slovakian
capital and restriction of most of the city's cafes to "Aryans" only.

Three cafes, the paper declares, have been reserved exclusively for Jews. Ten
others reportedly admit both Jewish and "Aryan" patrons and 15 have posted signs that
Jews are not wanted.

These measures, the Mazi paper asserts, have been welcomed by the population
end are in accord with demands by Sano Mach, leader of the Fascist Hlinka Guards and
Minister of Propaganda. The paper declares that the entire Slovak press urges a rad-
ical solution of the "Jewish problem" in Slovakia.

PALESTINE TRADE WITH SWITZERLAND INCREASES

ZURICH, Switzerland, June 10, (JTA) -- Commercial relations between Palestine
and Switzerland have intensified since outbreak of the war, it was revealed today in
a report of the Swiss Consul at Jaffa, Palestine, published by the Swiss Office for
Commercial Expansion.

The report states that there was a particularly increasing demand for Swiss i
chemical products, machinery and textiles. Ewiss exports to Palestine in 1930 amounted
to 2,742,000 Swiss francs, as against 1,944,000 in the previous year. Imports from
Palestine rose from 1,114,000 Swiss francs to 1,225,000 in the same period,

THE JTA NEWS WILL NOT BE PUBLISHED TOMORROW, SHABUOTH
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