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18 KILLED, 200 WOUNDED IN LODZ GHETTO POGROM; SUICIDES REPORTED

TRIESTE, Italy, March 26. (JTA) -- Eighteen Jews were killed and more than
200 wounded in a pogrom on March 8 in the Baluti ghetto of Lodz, Nazi Poland, it wos
learned here today.

Many suicides among Lodz Jews were also reported. They include the well-known &
physician Reitler-Kurianska and the businessman Henryk Librach, of the firm of lerach
and Kelewski.

Special "Jew money" is about to be introduced in the Lodz ghetto, it was report
ed, with the money having no value outside the Jewish guarter. The aim of the measurel
wes said to be to prevent Jews from trying to purchase supplies outside of the ghetto.

Gestapo agents in Warsaw were reported to have shot dead a Jewish merchant name
Lipstadt beczuse he refused to obey their order to remove the seals from his sealed
shop at 5 Bango street.

The lawyer Leon Berenson, who figured in the famous Przytyk pogrom triels in
1956 and other notable cases, has been arrested and deported to an unknown destinati.nm

The first transport of young Jews, aged 18 to 25, who have been conscripted fo
Reich labor projects, have left Warsaw for Posen.

No mail is being delivered to Jews in the Lodz Baluti guarter. Many letters
addressed to Baluti residents have been returned with the notation "letter undelivered
because of danger of epidemics." An order has been issued in Warsaw prohibiting Jevm
to pautronize Polish cafes.

J.D.C. IN WARSAV WINS PERMIT 70 IMPORT MATZOTH DUTY FREE

PARIS, March 26. (JTA) -- The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee
* announced today that its Warsew office has been granted permission by Governor-Cenera
Hans Frank of Nazi Poland to import matzoth duty free. No limit on the amount of
matzoth that may be imported was set.

An estimated 1,000,000 pounds of the Passover food is expected to be shipped
into Nazi Poland from neighboring countries as a result of the permission, granted
after prolonged negotiations initisted by the J.D.C.
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CIUDAD TRUJILLO, March 26. (JTA) -- Arthur M. Lamport, New York banker and
philanthropist, arrived here today by airplane to investigate possibilities for
establishment of small industries coordinated with the refugee colonization project.
He will leave tomorrow, with W.A. Frey, secretary of the Dominican Republic Settle-
ment Association, to inspect the 26,000-acre Sosua tract donated by Generalissimo
Rafael L. Trujillo as the first site for refugee settlement.

MINORITIES PROBLEM STIRS TROUBLE IN SOVIET POLAND, RED ORGAN ADMITS

MOSCOW, March 26. (JTA) -- Pravda, Communist Party organ, admits that "the
question of equality of rights of national minorities" has become acute in Soviet-
occupied Poland and that the issue is of "practical importance."

A special correspondent reports that a speech in Yiddish at a women's Communis
meeting in Lwow created an uproar when five Polish women protested, demanding that
the address be made in Polish. "But the five protesting women received a lesson in
equality of rights of nationalities in Soviet Russia when, after the speech in
Yiddish, which was translated, other women addressed the meeting in their native
Ia.ngugges," the Pravda diapatuh states.

"The women who protested against Yiddish knew about the Soviet Constitution 3
granting equality to all nationalities; yet in practice they were moved by other
feelings. The domination of capitalist exploiters has been gbolished, but human
nature still remeins the same."

Pravda also reports that of 1,347 schools in the Western Ukraine only £0 are
Jewish.

ORT FUND DRIVE GETS UNDER WAY IN FRANCE

PARIS, March 26. (JTA) -~ The fund-raising campaign in France for the World
ORT Union was opened with & reception at the home of Baron Pierre Guinzbourg.

Deputy Francois de Tessan, chairman of the ORT Parliamentary Committee,
presided and stressed the French Govermment's interest in the ORT's activities .
directed towards preparing skilled labor for national defense and agriculture.
Senntor Justin Godart, Grend Rabbi Issaye Schwartz, Prof. Willism Oualid and
Abraham Alperine were among other speakers. Prominant French Jews were present and -
pledged support of the campaign. o

HEBREW U. ARCHAEOLOGISTS RESWME DIGGINGS AT SITE OF BRONZE AGE TOWN

JERUSALEM, March 26. (JTA) -- The fourth season of excavations of a hill mark.
ing the site of a Bronze Age town of unknown name has been begun By the Hebrew Uni
sity archaeologist Prof. Eleazar Sukenik.

The hill, Tel Jerishes, is situated on the outskirts of Tel Aviv near the Y
on River. It marks the site of a town deserted at the beginning of the first millen-
ium B.C., whose history goes back to the third millerium B.C.
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_ Arabs were motiveting the British Government.

The town, according to Prof. Sukenik, was destroyed at the end of the Bronse
Age. Later, it was partly re-occupied and a fortress was built which, situated
near the present Reading power station of the Palestine Electric Corporation, was
excavated two years ago.

The three previous seasons of excavation were financed by the late J.L. Gold-
berg. The new season is being financed by the Morris Kootcher Fund (a legacy from
a prominent South African Jew) on behalf of the Huseum of Jewish Antiquities of the
Hebrew University. ‘

]

Meanwhile, the Jewish Palestine Exploration Soeciety has decided to resume sx-i
cavations at Peth Shearim, in northern Palestine, where a Jewish cemetery and l
synagogue of the second century A.D. were previously unearthed. The archaeological
party is headed by Dr. B. Maisler. The Beth Shearim excavations are historically
important since they have indicated that Jewish life and culture in Palestine has
been continuous.

NEW YORK, March 26. (JTA) -- Official British assertions that the Palestine
land act was motivated by the desire to protect the economic interests of the Arabs
and to avert Arab unrest were sharply refuted at a press conference today by Preside
Moshe Smilansky of the Palestine Jewish Farmers' Federation, who recently arrived fo
a three-month tour on behalf of the Jewish National Fund.

Smilansky pointed out that the assertions were contradicted by economic condi
tions of the Arabs in three Palestine areas - one in which Jewish colonization had °
been heavy, the second where it was light and the third where there were no Jews atl
all, ;

In the first area, Smilansky said the Arabs were experiencing prosperity as
& direct consequence of the intensive Jewish colonization. Arab conditions were fai
in the second category, Smilansky declared, while in the third they were "indescrital
and no bgiter than they had been 200 years ago.

Logic, Smilansky said, would have pointed to exactly the opposite policy from
that taken by Colonial Secretary Malcolm MacDonald if the ic interests of the

Goncming the oontant.icn that the land act was issued.to avert Arab u.nrut
Smilansky apserted that Arab-Jewish relations-in the six months preceding its is
had been more cordial than they had been at any time in his 50 years in Pelestine.

Smilansky emphasized that despite the restrictions on sale of land, there
still some 375,000 a%ren available for purchase, or as much as Jews had acquired in
Palestine in the past 60 years. .

Dr. Israel Goldstein, president of the J.N.F., presided at the luncheon, He
praised the Jewish press for the manner in which it was keeping the public informed
of the recent Palestine developments and sharply criticized the metropolitan press
for failing adequately to reflect reaction in this country to the land ordinance.
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_ZIONIST BODY RESUMES TALKS ON POLITICAL SITUATION

JERUSALEM, March 26, (JTA) -- The Zionist General Council's Palestine commis-
slon today resumed its discussions of the political situation.

| LONDON, March 26. (JTA) -- Moshe Shertok, head of the political department
; of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, has left for an extended stay in Palestine.

FREEING OF IRON GUARDISTS NOT PRELUDE 70 ANTI-SBMITIC OUTEREAK, LEGATION HOLDS

WASHINGTON, March £6. (JTA) -- Restoration of the rights of the Iron Guard-
ists does not mean surrender to the Nazis nor a prelude to an anti-Semitic outbreak
in Rumania, the Humanian Legation told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency today.

| A Legation spokesmen interpreted the move as an effort by King Carol to unite

; the whole Rumanian people against outside pressure and stressed the fact that the
Iron Guardists had been forced to sign pledges of allegience to King Carol before
they were released.

He pointed to the recent acquittal of three prominent Jews as evidence that
Rumania would not turn to enti-Semitism. (The Jews, Sigmund Birman, Leopold Stern
and Achille Sarage, were reported in a Bucharest dispatch yesterday to have been
acquitted by a military court of charges of disloyal acts against t'e Rumanian Stat
The dispatch did not specify the exact nature of the alleged acts.)

MEAGER OVERSEAS RELIEF FROM U.S. CITED BY 'SURVEY GRAPHIC!

sw NEW YORK, March 26. (JTA) -- An article by Victor Weybright in the April
issue of Burvey Graphic, entitled "Sympathy Is Mot Enough," declares that contribu-
tions by Americars for relief abroad have so far been meager and "the future of th
world may rest upon our caspacity for compassion.”

"The first measure of that, today, is how generously we help those who need
help most--the starving, homeless, friendless and ill war vietims who but for the
grace of God might be ourselves,” the article states. "Eventually the Govermment
will be impelled to contribute in our behalf. Now we are judged by what we do,
ourselves." Weybright reports that American contributions for war victims in
and Asia totaled roughly £5,000,000 since last September.
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 MBIR FREID DEAD 1N PALBSTINE; JAS AUTSOR, ZIONIST LEADER :
|

|

TEL AVIV, March 26. (JTA) -- Meir Jacob Freid, Polish Jewish nut.hor; publial
and Zionist leader, died here today at the age of 69.



