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ROME, March 22.(JTA) -- A decision to empty Italy of Jews within 11 years /
has been taken by the Italian Govermment, it was reliably learned today.

The decision is a reversal of the recent attitude regarding Jewish
emigration from Italy since up to now passports for emigration purposes have
been moat difficult to obtain. Only six weeks ago all passports held by Italian
Jews were called in.

The Govermment now aims to encourage Jewish emigration at the rate of
3,500 per year, which is about the average of the present voluntary emigration
from Italy. If this rate is maintained, the last of the present Jewish population
in Italy will have left the country within 11 years.

There is no fear, however, that the situation of the Italian Jews will
resemble that of the Jews in Germany. In the first place, their number is much
smaller-- fewer than 40,000. Secondly, there are many more emigration possibilities
open to them. Unlike Germany, the Italian guota for immigration to the United
States, 5,200 yearly, alone exceeds by far the yearly emigration rate of 35,500.
Moreover, past experience has shown that many Italian Jews prefer to emigrate
to South Americe and there are large colonies of Italian Jews in Palestine and the
Belgian Congo.

Despite this situation, it is considered likely that, unless they are
forced, at least half of the Itdlian Jewish population will refuse to emigrate
from a country where their ancestors have resided for more than 2,000 years.

_50 - 40 LODZ JEWS EXECUTED EVERY THURSDAY TO EASE PRISON CROWDING

COPENHAGEN, March 22.(JTA) -- Between 30 and 40 Jews are executed every
Thursday by the Nazis in Lodz, largest Reich-armexed city in Poland, it was reliably
learned here today. The executions, designed to make room in the inhumanly over-
crowded jails for more prisomers, are carried out in the small Lodz suburb of
Beldow.
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The victims are selected almost at random by the Gestapo, Nazi secret
police. Their places in the jails are rapidly filled by further arrests among
both Jews and Poles. As a consequence, Thursday has become a "day of terror" for
Lodz Jews having relatives or friends under arrest.

The city's prisons are packed with thousands of men, women and children,
many of whom had been arrested on the slightest pretext. The Jewish commnities
in Lodz and the neighboring districts present a curious appeavunce because of
the almost complete absence of men between the ages of 16 and 50. The greater
part of the male Jewish population in this age group is in prison.

Many of the priscmers were arrested on flimsy charges or antirély
without grounds. On one day in February, no fewer than 80 Jewish women were
seized while walking on Piotrokowska street, the main Lodz thoroughfare.

As a result of this policy, the prisons are inhumanly overcrowded and
the prisoners exist under frightful health and sanitary conditions. Three large
prisons, on Kilinski, Kopernika and Sterkin streets, have separate sections for
Jews and Poles, although both groups are treated with equal brutality. Conditions
in the Jewish sections are indescribable. Fifteen persons are jammed into cells
built for two or three. They must take turns lying down or eitting.

With complete lack of sanitary facilities, the cells are vermin-infested
and each cell daily yields a quota of two or three typhoid victims to the
eity's overcrowded hospitals. The prisons also have separate sections for
Jewish women and children, and these tooc are overcrowded to the same extent.

_ Many of the children prisoners are 11 to 14 years old.

According to detailed information reaching here, there is a sharp
difference in the situation of the Jewish population in the Government-General,
or rump Poland, and the Reich-annexed territories. Although ruthless, sadistic
persecution aiming at complete amnihilation of the Jews is a common feature of
both parts, the methods differ.

In the Lodz territory and the Silesia, Pomerania and Posen districts,
the aim is achieved by driving the Jews from their homes and crushing them into
dirty, overcrowded ghettos. A deliberate starvation policy is accomplishing the
Nazi goal in the Government-CGeneral. In this territory, which embraces the
Warsaw, Cracow and Lublin regions, there is generally an acute food ahortage,
with prices rising daily.

! Jews find it mpossihle to obtain food at any price, since it has
become impossible for them to get the new bank notes from the State banks.
When they appear before the banks to exchange old currency for the new they are
driven from the long lines. The currency shortage throughout the Govermment-
General has resulted in almost complete cessation of private property sale,
which was a possible means for Jews to obtain money for food.

Jews 8till having some cash are little better off since they are not
permitted to approach peasant cdrts supplying foodstuffs. The rule enforced by
the Nazis in this connection is--first "Volksdeutsche" (Germans) and then, if
there is anything left, other non-Jews.
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While there is mo such food .ahort.aga in the annexed districts, the supplies
are strictly rationed and the Jews, herded into the ghettos, are excluded from the
rationing system.

Segregation of the Jews into ghettos is being carried out with the most
brutal and ruthless methods, particularly in Lodz. The entire Lodz Jewish
comminity, which mumbered 200,000 before the war, was ordered to move into the
poorest slum quarter in the city, the Baluti district, from which Germans and
Poles had been evacuated. According to Jewish community leaders, one room is
available in the Baluti quarter for every three Jewish families. The leaders were
warned that they must evacuate 1,500 Jews daily to the ghetto.

The Jews, in moving, are forbidden to take their furniture or bed-
clothes and may take with them only small bundles of clothing. The evacuation
proceeds from street to street. Jewish occupied houses outside the Baluti quarter
are marked by special yellow signs.

Transfer of the Poles from the Baluti quarter was accomplished with no
less brutal methods. The districts being evacuated by the Jews will be occupied
by Baltic Germans who are being brought in to give the amnexed territories a
predominantly ‘German character.

Meanwhile, Warsaw advices report that the Jews in the former Polish
capital continue to be harassed by Gestapo agents who search their homes on the
pretext of looking for concealed jewelry and foreign currency. During the searches,
the inhabitants, including women and children, are forced to strip and the
searches are carried out with shameful brutality and disregard of decency.

Public Gallows Put Up in Warsaw

PARIS, March 22.(JTA) -- Polish official circles reported today that the
Nazi authorities in Warsaw had designated two squares--Zelazna Brama and
Zbavitelia--for public hangings, primarily of those guilty of "food speculation,"
and posters similtaneously announced the execution of three Poles and Jews.

The report said the Nazis were making every possible effort to blame
' UJewish speculators" for the food shortage in German-occupied Poland with the
 double purpose of explaining the scarcity, cansed by diversion of food supplies
%o Germany, and inciting the Polish population against the Jews.
| . .
| Meanwhile, bread rations for Jews have been decreased in Warsaw and
 Oracow, and even the reduced ration is hardly available. Jews must live on an
average supply of a half kilogram of bread weekly per person, for which they
mist wait on line for hours and sometimes for days.

Soap has been taken off the Jewish ration cards, effective last Monday.
Potatoes are no longer available and there is a complete lack of meat and fats.
Some food can be bought privately from peasants, but prices are prohibitive.

The Nazi Polish-language organ, Nowy Kurjer Warsszawski, re‘ports that the
Hui authorities in Warsaw ordered anti-typhus vaccinations fbr the entire
population, but there were not sufficient physicians and serum to accomplish this.
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Censored Cards Reveal Jews' .Plight.

BRUSSELS, March 22.(JTA) -- Censored postcards reaching Jews in Belgium
from their relatives in Nazi Poland throw some light on conditions in the
ocoupied area.

One Polish Jew wrote: "I am without any work, but I hope the situation
will improve.” The Nazi censor added the line: "No improvements should be expected
by Jews."

Another wrote: "I must say that Uncle Lechem visits us very rarely."
The word "Lechem" is Hebrew for bread, but the censor understood the implicatiom,
for he added: "We have no bread for Jews."

A postcard sent by a Belgian Jew to Poland was returned with the
notation:. "Undeliverable because of epidemic." A food parcel returned to a
Belgian Jew from Poland carried the notation: "Addressee resides in ghetto, to.which
entrance is forbidden by authorities.”

Effect of Consuls' Removal Uncertain

WASHINGTON, March 22.(JTA) -- Asked whether the forced withdrawal of the
American consuls from Warsaw would handicap our relief efforts in Poland, Secretary
of State Cordell Hull said today that it was impossible to judge as yet the full
effect of the move. He added that whether in Warsaw or Berlin, American relief
agencies would have to deal with the German Government.

James T. Nicholson, first American to visit the Lublin "reservation", will
sail from Genoa April 6 and will bring back to America with him a first-hand
account, of conditions in this and other Polish areas that have been blank spots
on the map of Burope, the American Red Cross amncunced today. Two Hed Croas repre-
sentatives who will replace Nicholson and Wayne C. Taylor in Poland reached Genoa
by Clipper today.

The Red Cross released the text of a cablegram from Nicholson after he
returned to Berlin following a 12-day tour of Poland, in which he said: "Because
of healthy winter and stringent health measures, medical supplies previously asked
for need not be augmented at this time. Food shortages partly due to winter trans-
portation difficulties are serious and will become more serious until next harvest.
A general feeding program is indicated or in its absence shipments of condensed
milk and canned goods should blocade authorities permit.”

|
i REICH SEEN PRESSING RUMANIA T0 NAME ANTI-SBMITIC VAIDA-VOEVOD AS PREMIER
I
|

LONDON, March 22.(JTA) -- Germany was reported tonight to be seeking the
appointment of a new Rumanian cabinet headed by Alexander Vaida-Voevod, head of the
anti-Semitic, pro-Nazi Rumanian Front and three-time Premier. :

the German Legation, Germany had sent an "ultimatum" tc the Rumanian Government which
was expected to force the resignation of Premier Georg Tatarescu's Government. German
sources were hopeful, Reuters said, that King Carol would then entrust formation of

a new Govermment to Vaida-Voevod. The former Premieér served last year as Speaker of
the Lower House. He is known as one of Rumania's leading anti-Semites.

| :
i A Reuters dispatch from Bucharest said that according to quarters close to
i

(continued on Teverse side)
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MOWILLIAMS, MOBILIZER CHIEF, SUMMONED BY DIES BODY

WASHINGTON, March 22.(JTA) -- Joseph E. McWilliams, chief of the rabidly
anti-Semitic Christian Mobilizers, has been subpoenaed to appear before the House
Committee Investigating un-American Activities, Chairman Martin Dies told the
Jewish Telegraphic Agency today.

Dies said he hoped to begin hearings on activities of the Christian Front
and the Christian Mobilizers "within two or three days." The chairman returned to
Washington today after a tour through many cities as far west as Chieago, im which
he said he gained much valuable information.

800 ATTEND UNTERMYER RITES, HEAR EULOGY BY SILVER

YONKERS, N.Y., March 22.(JTA) -- Puneral services for Samuel Untermyer,
who died in Palm Springs, Cal., last Saturday, were held today at his Greystone
estate with 800 persons, including many prominent in Govermment, law and other fields,
attending and Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver of Cleveland officiating. Burial was in the
Untermyer mausoleum in Woodlawn Cemetery.

Rabbi Silver said that Untermyer "was singularly blessed in natural endow-
ments and outstanding achievements," that "he believed in the American way of life and
valiantly chempioned and defended it." Among those present were Governor Lehman,
Alfred E. Smith and James Marshall, president of the New York Board of Education.

GERER REBBE REPORTED SERIOUSLY ILL IN WARSAW

WILNO, March 22.(JTA} -~ The famous Chassidic spiritual leader, Abraham
Mordechai Alter, known to his followera throughout the world as the Gerer Rebbe,
is dangerouely 111 in Warsaw, it was learned here today. Messages have gone out to
his adherents asking them to pray for his recovery.

SOVIET EXECUTION OF VICTOR ALTER, SOCIALIST LEADER, DENIED

PARIS, March 22.(JTA) - Le Populaire, French Socialist organ, said today that
the Polish Tel egraphic Agency s report that Vietor Alter, Polish Jewish Socialist
leader, had been executed by the Soviet authorities was incorrect and called on the
Saoviet Gavermnt to state what was being done with Alter. Alter apparently is under
arrest in Moscow, the peper declared. :

MRS, JACOBS ARRIVES IN JERUSALEM FOR HADASSAH HEALTH SURVEY

JERUSALEM, March 22.(JTA] - Mrs. Rose Jacobs, member of the Jewish Agency
Executive, arrived here today for a two-month health and refugee survey under the
auspices of Hadassah. Other arrivals included Dr. Moshe Kleinbaum, Polish Zionjut
leader, and a pu.rty of 115 Jewish immigrants.

LONDON DENIES NAZI REPORTS OF ANZAC-ARAB CLASHES IN PALESTINE

LONDON, March 22.(JTA) -- An authorized statement that despite German radio
claims there have been no instances of rioting or quarrels between Australians and
Arabs in the neighborhood of Jerusalem and Jaffa was issued by the Press Association




