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LONDON, March 6. (JTA) -- Colonial Secretary Maleolm MacDonald tonight urged the
House of Commons to reject the Labor Party motion censuring the Govermment for issuing
the Palestine land-sale restrictions. In a strongly worded statement, he declared that
the ordinance was motivated by fear of serious Arab unrest, held it "incumbent" upon the
League Council to support Britain and accused Zionists of "slanderous misinterpretations.®

While asserting that failure to issue the ordinance "might have set the whole
country ablaze again," MacDonald denied that the land transfer restrictions were introduce
as a concession to political pressure by the Arabs.

"If we were concerned with making concessions to Arab political claims," he said,
"we would have gone much further than we have gonme. We would have done things about
emigration and constitutional proposels. As regards the land problem, the Arab demand was
that there should be complete stoppage of transfers from Arabs to Jews for all time. These
regulations are very far from meeting the political demands of the Arabs in Palestine."

Thus the Colonial Secretary explained the "delicate situation in Palestine," as
he had termed it last Wednesday in announcing the ordinance, which motivated the Govermmen
to implement a part of the controversial Palestine White Faper of May, 1989, and risk the
denunciation of Jews all over the world at a time when Britain was engaged in war.

MacDonald spoke after debate had been opened on the following Labor motion offered
by Philip J. Noel-Baker: "The House regrets that, disregarding the expressed opinion of
the Permanent Mandates Commission that the policy contained in the White Paper on Palest-
ine was not consistent with the form of the mandate, and without authority from the Council
of the League of Nations, His Majesty's Government have authorized the issue of regulationi
controlling transfer of land and which discriminate unjustly against one section of the
inhabitants of Palestine."

Opening the debate, Noel-Baker charged that the Government had not yet shown that
the number of Arabs dispossessed from their land had increased signally since 1955, He
was followed by Sir Archibald Sinclair, Liberal leader, who supported the attack on the
Govermment.

Noel-Baker declared the Opposition had offered the motion not because they were
pro-Jewish or anti-Arab but because they were pro-mandate.

(Continued on reverse side)
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"The Jews have not decreased the land available for the Arabs, but have increased
and expanded Palestine for Arabs and Jews alike and have emoxmously increased the
potential wealth of the Arabs, as well as of the Jews," the Laborite said. "The Jews
added 5,000,000 dunams to the potential Arab area. The regulations allow the Jews
free purchase in only 2.6 per cent of Palestine, where most of the land is already
purchased."

He went on to say: "MacDonald has adopted Goebbels' watchword 'judenrein' for
the greater part of Palestine...MacDonald has made himself a modern prophet and says
the desert shall not bloom like a rose.” :

Noel-Baker then criticized the regulations from the political point of view.
Outlining the Jewish Agency's case, he challenged the regulations and the White Paper
policy on moral grounds.

‘ "Today the Jews are a weak and hunted race," he said. "Their property has
been stolen and destroyed, and it was because their influence had gone that the Govern-
ment dared to do a shameful act and repudiate the moral contract we made with them when

 the last great war was going on. The Colonial Secretary cares nothing for solemn
international obligations. He is trying to bluff through regardless of the Mandates
Commission and the Coumcil."”

The Colonial Secretary, taking the floor, said both Noel-Baker and Sir Archibald
"have urged that these land regulations represent unjust diserimination against the
Jews in Palestine and also that they represent a breach of the mandate. I contest
that. On the contrary it seems to me that control of land sales in Palestine has be-
come essential if we are to carry out the obligations put upon us by the terms of the
Mandate itself." ;

MacDonald praised the "miraculous" work accomplished by the Jews in the Holy
Land in the last 70 years, a work whose consequences, both direct and indirect, he said
. gave the Arab population a well-being they had never previously known. But the central
- fact, he said, is that 350,000 Jews in the past 20 years "found happy settlement in
. their national home in Palestine." i

| The Government's: policy, he went on, does not consist of stopping this procese. |

There is plenty of room, he argued, for the settlement of more Jews on land already
 purchased, room for thousands more farmers. MacDonald stressed that despite the new
regulations land transfers still can be made without restriction not only in the G
municipal zones but also in the larger part of the best agricultural sone in Palestine,
along almost the whole maritime plain. v

| Asserting that purchase of land by Jewish interests had continued since public-
 ation of the White Paper on Palestise im May, 1939, and that negotiations to this end
were still going on, MacDonald deslared: :

| iThe Goverment bas to imtw~ -  If Bas this duty toward the Arab community |
as a whole and toward law and omde* Jalestine itself."

| The British Govermment, »* said, "are administering the most difficult mandate |
in existence and, incidentally, we have the essential job of govermment of the country.
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I agree that the last word in this mnt.ter mist rest with the Council of the League of
Nations, but I think it is i ibent upon bers of the Council, in view of that
fact, t.o pay some heed to our judgment in this matter, even to give us some disaraticn
in carrjring out the difficult mandate placed upon us.”

MacDonald acknowledged that there had been a remarkable appeasement in the
Palestine situation since the war began, both Arabs and Jews shom.ng "loyal friend-
ship and support in our war against the common enemy, Nazi Germany." But the continual
inerease of landless Arabs, he said, had brought about a restlessness among the Arab
population and a growing bitterneas.

"We have had the mat stern warnings from Palestine in recent weeks," he decl
"that despite appearances in Palestine there was, beneath the surface a growing unrest
among the Arabs, a growing suspicion that His Majesty's Government were not sincere in
professions that they would protect the interests of the Arab cultivator and laborer,
‘and that they had become once more critical and hostile to the mandatory power."

If the British Government were to destroy the confidence built up, he went on,
"then the whole mood of the Arab population in Palestine might well change. We might
find that the troops in Palestine who are just completing their work of restoring law
'and order would have to remain in Palestine and start all over again their painful work
and we might even find that the troops recently taken away would have to come back to
lend a hand."

Even before the war started--two months after publication of the White Paper
in May--MacDonald said, it had been possible to withdraw three battalions from the
Holy Land and send them to other garrisons. "But the question of withdrawing troops

 from Palestine is today a far more important one."

5 He warned that any disturbances in Palestine would have repercussions throughout
the Moslem world, in the Transjordan, Irag, Saudi Arabia, Egypt and India.

. The Colonial Secretary said that the British Government took its decision becaus
of the evidence of various royal commissions of inguiry, "because this great weight
of evidence, of impartiel and authoritative opinion, was that unless we do something
‘like this in the near future we should be defeating the purpose of the mandate itself.n

MacDonald pointed out that Palestine ie covered in the recent Govermment mmu.
ment regarding the development and welfare of the Colomial Empire.

| . "It is the policy of the Govermment," he said, "to spend money &z far as may be
'desirable in order to improve the methods of cultivation in Palestine."
s He indicated it would be possible, in the event of such development and mpruu-."\'
‘ment of cultivation, to modify to some extent the "frontiers" between the zones set in

' the land transfer restrictions.
Spesking ‘more generally, he nont.:l.mad, "t 18 generally true th.at t.he sitution .
in Palestine which 12 mcnths ago was exceedingly grave and fraught with danger to thie

-country and other people, has very greatly improved. ]

"In fact Palestine is enjoying greater quietness than for four years. Hitler
hoped that Palestine would be an ally of hie. He has been profoundly disappointed.”
- (Continued on reverse side)
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' led to intensification of land purchases by Jews, MacDonald said.

 have had a single incident in Palestine which would have set the whole country ablaze

- would ever have been justified in Wartime...

- that has to indulge in slanderous misinterpretations.

 policy was in contradiction to the Mandate terms.

‘the last war indispensable to us and to the Arabs who profited by our victory."

5/7/40.

The Colonial Secretary acknowledged that the war itself had had a pacifying
effect in Palestine. The Arabs, he said, "recognized that Nazi domination of Europe
would be a great threat to their prospects of freedom and the freedom of the Arab king-
doms in the rest of Aratia. They have abated their hostility and expressed their
eomplete frienmdship with us and have offered their hope in the prosecution of the war,
which we are accepting in many ways."

As for the Jews, he said, "without qualifying their hostility towards the White
Paper poliey, they offered unconditionally their support to Great Britain and Franmce.
I should like, on behalf of the Govermment, to express our thanks to both the Jewish
and Arab communities in Palestine for their loyal friendship end support in our war
against the common enemy, Nazi Germany."

But, he added, "if we had not introduced these land regulations, that harmony
would certainly have been disturbed before long, and these regulations are essential
if over a long period this harmony is to be maintained."

If the Govermment had followed the procedure of forwarding its proposals on
land restrictions to the League before putting them into effect, the delay might have

"There might well have been such resentment at these forced sales on the part
of the Arab population that they would have tried to stop these sales and you might

again, If we were ready to take a risk like that in peacetime, I do not believe we

"I know the firm faith and idealiasm of Zioniast Jews, but I say it is a weak case |

nThe Jewish National home established in Palestine under the surveillance and
powerful protection of Great Britain will remain there, will develop there and will
prosper there," he declared,"but the rights of Arabs as well as Jews must be protected.

"There can only be peace and progress in Palestine on the basis of mutual reuogn—z
ition of the rights of both communities inhabiting that country, It is because these
land regulations are based on that principle that I ask the House of Commons to reject
the vote of censure which has been moved."

Sir Archibald Sinclair said he regarded the Government regulations as equivalent
to treason against the Jewish people, "who trusted .us and who rendered services during
He
recalled that Prime Minister Chamberlain said the Allies entered the war, among other
things, to ensure in the future a guarantee of international ohligat;l.ons. The Palestins
Mandate, he declared, is an international obligation and should be treated as such.

The "normal and honorable" thing to do, Sir Archibald concluded, would be to
submit the land transfer regulations to the League Council and ask the Council to
refer to the World Court at the Hague the guestion of whether the Govermment's Palestine
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Second Land Act Desth | |

JERUSALEM, March 6. (JTA) -- Lippman Lipshitsz, 27-year-old immigrant from Lith-
uania, died today of head injuries received Saturday in demonstrations at Haifa
against the new ordinance restricting Jewish land purchase in Palestine. He is the
second victim of the violence following announcement of the land act.

An official commnigque stated that further Jewish demonstrations cccurred eax-ly'
yesterday afterncon in Haifa and the suburb of Hadar Hacarmel. Police dispersed the

- Jews after a Jewish constable had been seriously wounded.

'Burnt Offering' to Arabs, Balfour Kin Holds

LONDON, March 8. (JTA) -- The Palestine land act was caustically described today

by Mra. Edgar Dugdale, niece of the late Lord Balfour, as a "burnt offering of Jewish
- national rights on the altar of Arab desires." The description is contained in a

pamphlet on the origins and background of the Balfour Declaration, one of two issued
by the Jewish Agency for Palestine. The second deals with documents and wrreapondence

| relating to Palestine during the period from August, 1939, to March, 1840.

The executive committee of the Board of Deputies of British Jews, at a specially’
convened session, last night expressed its "regret and dismay" at the British Gowern-
ment's action in enacting the Palestine land ordinance. A request was sent to the
Govermment to receive a delegation representing the Board. 5

The New Zionist Organization issued a statement denouncing the raatrictmns and |
"the whole regime and system of which it is but a symptom." |

Canedian Zionists Cable Protest i

MONTREAL, March €. (JTA) —- The United Zionist Organizations of Canada, compris-
ing major Canadian Zionist groups, today dispatched a cable to Prime Minister Neville
Chamberlain protesting the Palestine land act as racial discrimination against the
Jews and a violation of the League Mendate in letter and spirit.

WEIZMANN LEAVES FOR EUROPE BY CLIPPER APTER 2-MONTH VISIT HERE

BALTIMORE, March 6. (JTA) -- President Chaim Weizmann of the Jewish Agency for
Palestine left by Pan American Clipper for Lisbon today after a stay in the United
Stetes of two months.

; 10 U.S. AFTER DOMINICAN SURVEY

CIUDAD TRUJILLO, Dominicen Republic, March 8. (JTA) -- Dr. Joseph Rosen, vice- |
-president of the Dominican Republic Settlement Association, left for New York today
after a three-month survey preparing the way for the association's project to settle =
refugees from central Europe here.

HOUSE BODY ACTS 10 UBTAIN PLEDGES FROM BELLIGERENTS ON POLISH RELIEF :
WASHINGTON, March 6. (JTA) —- The House Foreign Affairs Committee moved today to

obtain assurances from belligerent nations that Americans could completely supervise
relief in Poland, as contemplated under provisions of bills now before the committee.

(Continued on reverse side)
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Authorization for the appointment of a subcommittee was given Rep. Sol Bloom.
The subcommittee will confer with relief agencies, and with Germany and the Allies
through the State Department to obtain guarantees.

The subcommittee, Bloom said, will attempt to obtain guarantees from Germany
that distribution of American food supplies will be on a non-sectarian basis and that
America can send as large a mission as it wishes into Poland to supervise distribution.
It will try to obtain guarantees from the Allies that the goods will receive swift
passage through the btlockade.

The committee will not continue its hearings until it receives a report from the
subcommittee. By this action, the committee shelved a plan suggested by former Presiden
Hoover that it immediately aporove a bill authorizing relief for Poland and obtain the
guarantees later.

Bloom revealed that the Red Cross has been allowed to send two more representat-
ives into Poland to supervise distribution of medical supplies and clothing from the
Cracow warehouse, in addition to the two now in Cracow.

LUBLIN PICTURED AS VAST PRISON CAMP WITH HUNDREDS DYING DAILY OF HUNGER, DISEASE

PARIS, March 8. (JTA) -- An eyewitness report received here today described the
Lublin Jewish “reservation" in Poland as a vast concentration camp in which Jews were
dying by the hundreds of starvation and disease.

Receipt of the report followed news that expulsion of Jews to the reservation
from the 01d Reich--but not from Nazi Poland--had been halted at the behest of Dr.
'Hans Frank, Nazi Governor-General of Poland. Theeyewitness report, received through

S‘iturla.nd, gave the following description of conditions in Lublin:

. "Hundreds of Jews are dying daily in the reservation as a result of hunger,
thus and cholera, and all the dead are thrown into collective graves, which are b-in.g
ug day and night. The reservation is nothing but a huge concentration cemp under the
open sky. Thousands of Jews are herded there in primitive barracks in open fields,
‘unprotected from frost, snow and wind, unfed and not permitted any contact with the
uoutar world, unable to secure even brnnd. In order to prevent their escape, the barra
‘are located in fields several kilometers from the city of Lubdlin and are i.aolat.ar! with
arbed wire.

m no Jewish organization is permitted to deliver any food to the reservation,
the victims are suffering not only from cold but from actual hunger. 'l'hcy live mostly
‘on potatoes and roots which peasants in the neighborhood deliver to them, partly in
exchange for clothing but mostly free and out of compassion.

"Ag a result of the starvation rogim, epidemic diseases, including typhus and
‘cholera, are now raging among the victims and the number of dead is growing daily, hav-
ing reached several thousands by now. Earred from medical assistance and herded like
‘cattle in the overcrowded barracks, the Jews fear that the epidemics, if not checked,
will result in the death of practically all in the reservation, since they live as
though in a desert, without even the Red Cross being permitted to deliver assistance
to them."
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Meanwhile, S. Valchini, correspondent of the Italian daily Corriere della Serra,
the first foreign correspondent permitted to visit Warsaw, reported that Jews in the
former Polish capital were still being forced to elean up the ruins. He described how
Jews wearing white armlets with six-pointed stars were doing enfdrced labor in special
battalions. The journalist was especially impressed by the long breadlines and the
impoverishment of the population, Many formerly wealthy men, he said, were reduced to
peddling on the street with a single piece of soap, a pound of beans or a bag of potato

ALL JEWISH FOUNDATIONS REPORTED LIQUIDATED EY NAZIS

PARIS, March 6. (JTA) -- The German authorities have liquidated all Jewish found
ations and placed their property at the disposal of the special commissariat for block
Jewish accounts, it was reported today. The reports, quoting various Nazi provincial
newspapers, said demands were being voiced that the anti-Jewish campaign be pressed
despite the fact that many Jews have emigrated and Jews are continuing to leave the Rei

MANY IN NATION MARK 90TH BIRTHDAY OF MASARYK, CZECH LIEERATOR

NEW YORK, March 6. (JTA) -- The 90th anniversary of the birth of Thomas Garrigue
Masaryk, the late founder and first President of the Czechoslovakian Republic, will be
marked throughout the United States tomorrow by Czechs, Slovaks and Americsn friends
of the Republic. Tomorrow has been proclaimed as "Czechoslovak Day" by the Governors
of New York, New Jersey, Connecticut and Massachusetts.

Masaryk, who wes born March 7, 1850, in Hodonin, Moravia, was one of the greates
leaders in the fight for minority rights in Central Europe and played an active role
in obtaining guarantees of the Jews' position. Masaryk atiracted world-wide notice
at the end of the 19th century by his defense of Leopold Hilsner, a Jew who was accused

 of ritual murder.

HUNGARIAN COURT JAILS 5 FOR VIOLATING ANTI-JEWISH REGULATLONS

_ BUDAPEST, March 6. (JTA) —- A magistrate's court today imposed a 30-day jail —
term and a fine of 6,000 pengoes on the manager of the Josef Walla Cement factory for
violating the anti-Jewish laws by failing to submit a full list of Jewish employes.
aesistante were given 15-day sentences and fines of 500 and 600 pengoes each.

| GERMANS SEIZED FOR SYNAGOGUE ARSON IN BESSARABIA

! LONDON, March €, (JTA) -- Bucharest dispatches reported today the arrest of
 several Germans on charges of petting fire to a synagogue in Acizi, Southern Bessarabia,
The dispatches said that the Rumanian police had impressed upon tha German minority in
the province the Govermnment's determination not to tolerace persecution of Jews. :
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SANTIAGO, Chile (JTA - Airmail) -- A new agricultural colonization plan designed
 to solve the problem of Jewish immigration into Chile has been forwarded to Chilean
Jewigh leaders by Senor Don Abraham Azermann, director of the Jewish Center in Chile.

The plan calls for a 3,000,000-peso campaign, to be raised through Jewish organ-|

 izations here and in other countries through the HIAS-ICA and the Joint Distribution

Committee. A loan and colonization sogiety will be founded to finance settlement of
{Contimied on reverse side)
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the refugees on land. Azermann declared that only such a plan would influence the
Chilean Govermment to permit further Jewish immigration into Chile.

Meanwhile, a new anti-Semitic party, calling itself "El Moviemiento Nacionalista
de Chile" (Nationaliat Movement of Chile), has been founded, according to reports
pnhlished in the Chilean rightist press.

General Ariosto Herrera Ramirez, exiled leader of a rightist rebellion ngainst.
the Popular Front Govermment who now is living in Mexieo, is nomed as founder of the
party. I. Araya, Chilean anti-Semitic lawyer who :lefended General Herrera during his
triel for high treason, will act as "Fuehrer."

PALESTINE BANKER, HERE ON VISIT, HITS LAND ACT AS 'OUTRAGEOUS INJUSTICE!

NEW YORK, March 6. (JTA) -- Joshua H. Farbstein, president of the Jerusalem
Jewish Commnity and president of the Mizrachi Bank in Palestine, who arrived here Mo
on the steamship Washington, today denounced the Palestine land regulations as "an out-
ragecus injustice against the mandate" in a statement which warned that the White Paper
"tends to discourage the remarkable harmony recently established between Arab and Jew.!

British Consul-General Sir Geoffrey Haggard yesterday promised to cable to Lo
& memorandum presented by the American Palestine Jewish Legion urging the Govermment to
cancel the restrictions. The Jewish Labor Committee cabled Major Clement Attlee, Brit-
ish Labor Party leader, a protest against the land ordinance.

BULLETIN
Land Act Wims, 292 to 129,

LONDON, March 6, (JTA) -- The House of Commons tonight defeated, by a majority
of 168, a Labor Party motion censuring the Govermment for issuing the Palestine land
restrictions, The vote was 129 to 292. The Govermment rallied a much larger majority
than ites 89-vote margin in the debate on May 25, 1939, in support of the Palestine |
White Paper. The Govermment's added strength was attributed to unwillingness of many
members to oppose the Government during wartime.

LATE PALESTINE NEWS

35 Labor Zionist Leaders Jailed

TEL AVIV, March 6. (JTA) -- Three labor Zionist leaders today were sentenced to
8ix months' internment in the Acre concentration camp in connection with Jewish
manifestations against the land regulations. They were sentenced by administrative
order, without court triaml. They are Nemirovsky, Krassner and Sirkin. The latter
is president of the Hapoel Sports Organization.

The Palestine Chief Rabbinate today ordered prayers throughout the country for
lifting of the land ordinance. ;



