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17 CHRISTIAN FRONT PLOTTERS HELD FOR GRAND JURY; £50,000 BAIL IS SET

NEW YORK, Jan. l4. (JTA) -- Judge Grover Moscowitz in Brooklyn Federal Courd
today held in $50,000 bail, pending Grand Jury action on Feb. §, 17 members of the
anti-Semitic Christian Front arrested over the weekend on seditious conspiracy
charges growing out of a plot to overthrow the Government, bomb buildings and
institute a reign of terror against American Jews.

Director J. Edgar Hoover of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, who rounded
up the plolters as the culmination of an investigation ordered several weeks ago
by Attorney General Frank Murphy, said the inguiry would continue, covering similap
activities carried on by other groups and further arrests might be made.

Additional arrests were also predicted by U.S. Attorney Harold M. Kennedy
in Brooklyn, who declared that the seizure of the 17 alleged plotters merely
"scratched the surface." Mr. Kennedy revealed that the F.B.I. agents had been 3
"virtually forced" to make the arrests Saturday night in order to preveni possible
disaster, since they feared that the alleged conspirators might be ready to launch |
their campaign of terror with a public bombing at any moment.

The defendants, who were lodged in the Federal House of Detention in defauld
of bail, were members of an inner group of the Christian Front called "The Sports |
Club" or "The Country Gentlemen." They were arrested in their homes to forestall |
any attempt at dynamiting a public building and were found to possess explosives
for the mamufacture of bombs, also rifles, other arms and ammnition.

According to Mr. Hoover, the men had been training for their "putsch” at a
rented camp at Narrowsburg, N.Y., where they held rifle drills, planned to start
courses in bomb-throwing, addressed their leader, William Gerald Bishop, as "the
Fuehrer," and discussed their plans to overthrow the Government and to eradicate
the Jews. i

Hoover said the investigation had been ordered by Mr. Murphy, who had been
kept thoroughly informed of developments. The Attorney Gemeral, at a Washington
press conference, recently promised "startling developments" in New York and Bosted
as result of the Justice Department's investigation.

What the developments would be in Boston were not yet known, but it is sig-
nificént that Social Justice, organ of "radio priest! Charles E. Coughlin--who took
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pains to deny in Detroit any comnection with the Christian Front--reported in ite
Dec. 25 issue, under a Boston dateline, the formation of "Mimute Men of 1933,
citizen groups trained in the use of arms," in New England.

Coughlin stated in Detroit yesterday that he "roundly disavowed" the Chris
ian Front and that he had refused a $1,000 contribution from the organization.
However, John F. Cassidy, under arrest as a leader of the Front, has always pro-
claimed his support of Coughlin and has been prominent for years in organizing
groups in support of the "radio priest.”

Mr. Hoover's disclosures gave new Significance to a motion by the Christial
Mobilizers, self-styled "offshoot of the Christian Front," before State Supreme
Court Justice Louis A. Valente seeking to enjoin the Justice Department from in-
vestigating and prosecuting anti-Semitic organizations. The motion, which Justie
Valente has taken under advisement, has been contested by United States Attorney
Jobn T. Cahill!s office on the ground that a State court has no jurisdiction ove
a Federal officer.

More than half of the 17 arrested men were members of the New York Nationm
Guard, one of them holding the rank of captain, and it was believed the stolen
arms came from National Guard stores. Major General William N. Haskell, Nationa
Guard Commander, promised an investigation and said courts-martial would be orde
ed if thefts were discovered.

While the defendants had discussed a campaign of violence against the Jew:
the aspect of their activities which was regarded as most serious was the plot
to seize control of the Government. Hoover said the men had laid down a program
that was to begin with efforts’ to recruit a larger force, to augment their suppl}
of arms and ammunition from National Guard stores, to start a terror campaign, -
proceed to bomb the Jewish Daily Foiward and the Daily Worker buildings, the -
Cameo Theater, which specializes in Soviet films, and the Brooklyn headquarte:(‘a
of the American League for Peace and Democracy.

Their eonversations alsc included plans for the blasting of bridges and
the seizure of all utility facilities--power plants, telegraph and telephone
networks--docks and railway terminals, the United States Guswms House, the Gen_
eral Post-Office and the Federal Reserve Bank. s

"Plans were discussed," Mr. Hoover said, "for the wholesale sabotage and
blowing up of all these institutions so that a dictatorship could be set up here
gimilar to the Hitler dictatorship in Germany, seizing the reins of govemment :
this country as Hitler did in Germany. Their scheme was to sSpread a reign of
terrorism so that the authorities would become thoroughly demoralized."

40 Policemen in Christian Front, Anti-Nazi League Charges

NEW YORK, Jan. 15. (JTA) -- The Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League charged
today that approximately 40 members of the New York police department were
enrolled in the Christian Front.
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Boston C.F. Under F.B.I. Scrutiny

BOSTON, Jan. 15. (JTA) -- Virgil W. Peterson, head of the Boston office
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, declined to comment today on reports that
a roundup of Christian Front terrorists in New York would be duplicated in the
Boston area.

The activities of individual members of the Christian Front in Boston have
been under scrutiny for some time by F.B.I. agents. It was learned, however, thai
no roundup is being contemplated for the time being at least.

John Cassidy, one of the men arrested in the New York raids by the F.B.I.,
addressed a meeting of 3,000 Christian Front sympathizers at the Boston Arena las
October, it was recalled here. He was introduced by Francis B. Moran, C.F. organ.
izer in New England.

The Boston office of the C.F. is in Copley Square Hotel. Meetings are hel
Monday nights in Roxbury. Prominent emong members is Mrs. Hannah Connors, of
Milton, who is head of the Real Estate Taxpayers' Association.

ZURICH (JTA - By Mail) -- The execution of General Emil von Sommer, Austri
Jewish monarchist who attracted world-wide attention in 1938 when he routed Nasi
storm troopers in Vienna by appearing for forced labor in full uniform and medals
is reported by the Jewish newspaper Israelitisches Wochenblatt. The newspaper
asserts that General von Sommer and his family were executed by the Nazis on char
of legitimist activities.

The general, who was leader of the Austrian Jewish War Veterans Legion in
pro-Nazi Austria, was arrested following the Anschluss in March, 1938, not long
after the encountar with the storm troopers. In 1934, he had o:ffered the servi
of Jewish war veterans to the Dollfuss Government s.gainat the Nazis and issued a
proclamation calling on Jewish patriots to support restoration of the Hapsburgs
to the Austrian t.hrone. : f

ENDEK STILL IN POLISH CABINET; KOC DEMOTION HELD NOT SIGNIFICANT

PARIS, Jan. 15. (JTA) -- Anti-Semitic leader Marjan Seyda is still a membe:
of the Polish Cabinet-in-exile, it was ascertained today in checking reports by
a New York Polish newspaper that Seyda, only representative of the pre-war anti- |
Semitic National Democratic (Endek) party in the Angers Government, had haen m'
as a Minister Without Portfolio. :

(/ It was also nscert.alned that there was no political significance to the
replacement of Col. Adem Koe, founder of the pre-war anti-Semitic Camp of Nati
Unity in Poland, as Finance Minister. [he post is now held by Dr. Henryk St.ru
burger, noted economist, and Col. Koc is Vice-Minister of Finance.

MENUHIN ANNOUNCES BENEFIT FOR PALESTINE CONSERVATOIRE

NEW YORK, Jan. 15. (JTA) -- Yehudi Menuhin, violinist, announced today
he has pledged hia first scheduled New York concert engagement of 1940, set for
Dec. 2 at Carnegie Hall, entirely for the bemefii of the Palestine Conservatoire
of Music in Jerusalem. Henuhin made his announcement at a meeting of the concer
comnittee of the American Association of Friends of the Palestine Conservatoire,
held at the home of Edward A. Norman, chairman of the association.
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DISEASE, HUNGER, COLD MENACE 5,000 REFUGEES ON ICE-LOCKED DANUBE [/

PARIS, Jan. 15. (JTA)-- Disease, hunger and freezing temperatures today men.
aced 3,000 refugees marooned on barges and small boats on the ice-locked Danube in
- Rumanion and Yugoslavian harbors. The refugees, driven by the Nazis out of Prague
and Vienna, have been afloat on the Danube for more than three months without bein
permitted to land at any port.

More than 100 of 2,000 on unheated barges in the Rumanian port of Sulina ari

ill, according to a message sent to this correspondent by relief organizations.
Virt.u,ully all the children, the message said, are suffering from frostbitten ears
and hands.

Meanwhile, a delegation representing Yugoslavian Jewish communities arrived
here with a plea for aid for 1,000 other refugees marooned in Yugoslavian waters o
the Danube. They said food was being sent to the ice-bound steamer by sledges.

There is little likelihood that the refugees will be able to continue their
Journey in search of a haven until the ice melts and navigation on the Danube is
resumed, which means at leagt another two months. In the meantime, the cost of
their maintenance must be covered partly by the respective Jewish communities and
partly by the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee,

REDISTRIBUTION OF REFUGEES IN LITHUANIA PLANNED

KAUNAS, Lithuania, Jan. 15. (JTA) -- It was learned today that the High
Commigsioner for Refugees has under consideration a detailed plan for the redistri
ution of refugees throughout Lithuania.

According to the plan only refugees supported by relatives or friends abroa
and waiting for papers enabling them to re-emigrate will be allowed to reside 1n |
the bigger provineial towns. In addition, refugees supported by Lithuanians may |
be allowed to reside there if provision can be made for their accomodation. Refud
ees supported by Lithuanian relief organizations must reside in smaller townshlpm
and villages only.

When the redistribution scheme is carried out, work will be provided for .-'Z'
refugees. It will not be forced labor and will be paid for partly out of Govern:
ment funds for public works and partly out of other sources. Forced labor will |
imposed only upon refugees found contraven!.ng the laws or regulations goveming
their presence in Lithuania.

To aid the authorities in dealing with the refugee problem, a conference
all refugee relief committees set up a coordinating committee headed by Dr. J.
Robinson. The conference authorized the committee to submit to the High Commiss:
er views and suggestions of private relief organizations.

7, 60 REICH JEWISH CHILDAEN m TO ENGLAND BY BRITISH GROUP

LONDON, Jan. 15. (JTA) —- The British Movement for the Care of Children fi{

announced today that it had brought over to England 9,354 children by the

wowa . end of 1959. Of this number, 7,690 are of the Jewish religion, 615 are Protestan:
and 534 are Catholics. The remainder include 52 Unitarians and members of other
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REBUKE 10 FASCISTS WHO MULCTED JEWS HELD STEP TOMARD 'FAIR PLAY' FOR VICTINS OF LA

ROME, Jan. 15. (JTA) -- Public reprimand of five members of the Chamber of
Fasces and Corporations for using their positioms to profit from forced sale of
Jewish enterprises was interpreted in jinformed quarters today as a step towdrd
bringing fair play into execution of anti-Semitic legislation rather than a move
toward mitigation of the anti-Jewish program launched by the Govermment in 1958.

The reprimand, by specific order of Premier Mussolini, was published in
the Fascist "Order of the Day" by National Secretary Ettore Muti, with the explan-
ation that the Fascist offieials had "demomstrated a lack of political judgment
availing themselves of the prestige efidowed them as national councillors to prote

the interests of competing commercial groups in the private sale of a Jewish bus-
iness.

EXILED LEIPZIG FURRIERS BRING LONDON FUR TRADE BOOM

LONDON, Jan. 15. (JTA) -- The London fur trade has materially benefited by
the exodus of Jewish firms from Leipzig since Hitler's advent to power, the weel
Economist reports in its current issue.

Three Jewish fifms, the periodical states, alone accounted for a consider-
able increase in the London fur business through their valuable trade connections
with Russia and central European countries.

Due largely to the exiled merchants, London imports of undressed furs rose
from £9,072,000 in 1929 to L13,232,000 in 1937. Reexports during the same period
increased from L7,974,000 to L9,532,000. Exports of dressed furs rose from
L948,000 to k2,262,000, including for the first time L1,394,000 to Germany.

NAZL COMMISSARS DEMAND PAYMENT OF DEBTS 70 POLISH JEWISH FIRMS

WILNO, Lithuania, Jan. 15. (JTA) -- Nazi commissars administering Jewish
enterprises in Poland are demanding that Wilno merchants discharge their pre-war
debts. Many of the debtors, however, have already paid the debts to refugee )
industrialists personally, payment which the Nazis are refusing to recognize.

Wilno merchants are demanding a moratorium until a final solution of the problem
is reached. ; i ]

170 ENROLLED IN LONDON HEBREW CLASSES DESPITE BLACKOUTS

LONDON, Jan. 15. (JTA) -- Despite difficulties caused by the blackeuts,
170 students have been enrolled in modern Hebrew schools organized by the L n
County Council educational board. Many non-Jews are among the students, who are
attending 14 classes in five London districts.

POLISH ART EXHIBITION IN LONDON

LONDON, Jan. 15. (JTA) -- Lord Lloyd presided at the opening today of ‘an
exhibition of paintings and drawings by the Polish Jewish artist Arthur Szyk,
entitled "War and Kultur in Poland."! Three caricatures of Hitler were immedia
sold. One of them depicts Hitler with blood-stained hands shouting, "All we
want now is peace -- a piece of Poland."



