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NAZIS CURB RED CROSS OPERATIONS IN POLAND; SOVIET

IS QUERTES ON RELIEF ACTION

GENEVA, Nov. 2. (JTA) -- The German Government has restricted the activities
~ the Red Cross in Nazi-occupied Poland, and the Soviet Goverrment has ignored request
of the Red Cross to be permitted to bring relief to the Soviet-held area, it was lear

here today.

Tens and thousands of letters addressed from the United States and other countrics --
some in Yiddish and Hebrew -- to the International Red Cross seeking contact with rel
in Poland are piling up in Geneva and have not yet been admitted by the German authoritics.

The Berlin Govermment has definitely decided not to permit the Red Cross to conduct
~ feeding and clothing of the suffering population in Poland on the ground that the Red
 Oross is an organization dealing only with aid to war-prisoners, not civilians.

The Americen Red Cross has had great difficulty in being admitted into the G
occupied zone and if admitted will have to restrict itself to medical and sanitary ¢
- ance to the sick and wounded, but under no circumstances will be permitted to condu
' othey kind of velief,

j The Soviet Government, has so far completely ignored the request of the American Re
Oross, made a few weeks ago to be admitted intc the Soviet-occupied tervitory for relief
work. .

Conversations with Malcolm Davis and James Nicholson, representatives of the Amer-
ican Red Cross, dispel bhe impression prevailing in America that relief work for the starve
ing Jewish population oi' Poland could be conducted through the American Red Cross. Two
delegates of the American Red Cross, Ernest J. Swift and Wayne C. Taylor, are now in
Berlin and have for two weeks been seeking admission into Poland, so far without success.

An official of the Internmational Red Cross, Dr. Junod, has proceeded to Berlin
and may obtain admission to Warsaw on the clear understanding that the Red Cross will
care for the sick and wounded but not undertake feeding or clothing of the needy population
The Nazi authorities contend. that feeding in the occuvied territory is carried out by the
Welfare Department of the National Socialist Party and hence no foreign body can be perm- |
itted to compete with the official Nazi organization's activities.

It is apparent that, with the food shortage existing in Germany, the Nazi organiz-
ation is not in a position to provide adequate food supplies and that certainly the Jews
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