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GOVERNMENT BELIEVED SWAYED BY COMMONS ANTI-COUNCIL VIEWS

LONDON, March 25, (JTA) -- It was generally believed in Parliament-

ary circles today that the strong disapproval of the projected
Palestine legislative council voiced during last nightfs general
debate in the House of Commons is bound to have great influence
on the Government.

The consensus of newspaper comment 1s that the reply of J.He
Thomas, Colonlal Secretary, to the attacks on the project did not
dispel the uneasiness of the House about its All papers remarked
on the practically unanimous hostility to the proposed legislate
ive body evinced by the memberse

The Times, in a longthy editorial in connection with the debate,
declared that while the Jews are a minority 4n the Holy land,
"they are a minority which has every claim to have 1ts interests
carefully safeguarded." "Why not meke haste slowly," the editore
ial asked, "and give understending time to grow under the protect=
don of impartial authority which can be trusted to deal justly
with the Jews and Arabs alike?" { !

; Tﬁa editorial added that the council was not desired by any sect-

don of Palestine’s population, E

The Government was believed to be giving consideration to Wine
ston Churchill's declaration during the debate that Great Britain
was not plodged as to the specific time of establishment or the
composition of the council, and to his ploa that tho Government

_not rush into constitubional experiments,
Itna.s generally conceded that had a votc been taken in Commons

yosterday, tho project would have been overwhelmingly defeated,
No vote could be taken because the discussion was technically on
the Consolidated Fund Bill, : : S 5
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In Parliamentary circles it was said thet Mr, Thomas had made an
unconvincing case fior the council and that he had failed to este
ablish the necessity for immediate action in setting it up,

It was pointed out thatékne only supporter of Mr, Thomas was one
Tory, Briggen Clifton-Browns .
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Canton Plan Proposed in Commons as Council Alternative

4
LONDON, Merch 25, (JTA) == A plan to divide Palestine into Jewish
and Arab cantons, proposed in the House of Commons as an alternat-
ive to the representative legislative council, aroused interest
in Jewish and Parliamentary circles todays

Culminating several weeks of newspaper and public discussion since
first announcement of the scheme, A, €, Crossley, a Conservative,
interrupted a serles of attacks on the council project to place
the plan before tho members as a means of giving Arabs self-govern=
ment without undermining Jewish interests.

He proposed that Arab areas in the Holy Land be combined with
Trans jorden into Arab cantons and that Jewish cantons be formed
from districts settled by Jeuws.s

Sinco the canton pian was proposed by Lionel G, Archer Cust,
former Assistant Secretary of the Palestine Govermment, it has
met with reactions ranging from approval to outright condemmation,

-Colonel Stewart F. Newcombe declared to a meeting of the Royal
Asla Socilety that the i1dea was attractive and proposed that a
Royal Commission be named to consider it,

The plan was eriticized by Prof, Norman Bentwich, former Palestine
Attorney General, on the ground that despite pol’itioal and econom=
lc difforences the interests of the Jews and Arabs were bound to-
gethor and the Arabs could progger only through Jewish settlcment,

As outlined by Mr, Cust in The Spectator, influential Conservative
weokly, the plan would provide for creatixpg Arab cantons with
Nablus as a capital and Jowish cantons with Tel Aviv their capital.
The cantons would have autonomy but would be combined into a fed=
eral council controlled by the Mandatory Powory =

The Jewish cantons would include the four plains of Sharon, Emek,
Acre and Huleh, while the Arab cantons would comprise the hill
torritories of Gallllee, Samaria and Judea, as well as Transjordan
with the Jordan boundary removed. Jerusalem, Bethlehem and the
port and oil areas of Haifa would be rosorved for direct British
administration, Gy
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“The main purpose,” Mr, Cust states, "would be, while safeguarding
ossential British interests, to replace the present system of
direct administration, which fosters Nationallst excesses, by a
relationship of inspection and supervision, thus opening to the
reople of the country the opportunities for responsible office,
which they rightly seek and which they should undertake,"”

He holds that the scheme would settle the problem of Jewish ﬁhmig-
ration, since each canton could determine for itself the number
of immipgrants it could asbsorb.

*The plan, he contends, would fulfill a number of promises made in
the Ieague of Nations mandate, including the obligations to ald
creation of a Jowish national home, set up autonomous government
and safeguard Arab rights,

He added that "Palestine is in effoct cantonized already," point-
ing out that the Jows were settling in the plains and the Arabs in
the hill country,.

NEW ANTI-OLYMPICS BODY FORMED IN PARIS

PARIS, March 25, (JTA) -- Formation of a Committoo for Fair Play
in Sports with tho slogan, "Not one man and not one penny for tho
Berlin Olymplcs,” was announced today at a pross conference.

Jean Bernmhard-Lovy, president of the Paris Racing Club, demanded
that next Summer?s gamecs be moved from Berlin, contonding that
German athletes were disqualified to competo for the duration of
the Nazi rogime.

Sports should not be mixed with politics, stated Me Jacob, prese
ident of tho Paris Athletic Loague, and therofore French sports-
men should not go to Borline :

PATESTINE COURT OUSTS BEDOUINS FROM J.N.F. LAND

HAIFA, March 25, (JTA) =- The Land Court today issued a verdict
ordering the éviction of a group of Bedouins from land owned by
the Jewish National Fund in Kfar Pines.

CHARGE LONDON POLICE WITH DISCRIMINATIONvﬂ MOSLEY RAILY

LONDON, March 25, (JTA) =~ Mombors of the House of Commons charg-
cd today that police, in making arrcsts at Sunday night?s mass
meoting addrossed by Sir Oswald Mosley, hnd discriminoted against
anti-Fascists and had used cxcessivoe forces The British Fasclst
loodor bittordy attacked Jews in his spoeche

Tho chargos were made by & group including Sir Percy Harris,
Vyvyan Adoms, Emanuel Shinwell, William Mabane and Ernest Thurtlo.

Sir John Simon, Homc Seocrotary, roplying at longth, donled dise
cerimination or usc of excessive force by tho police, He pledged
the Govornment not to draw'distinctions betwoen the particss
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