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The Huleh Plain and Mdlaria

dent

JERUSALEM.

‘When the High Commissioner of Palestine recently announced

that the concession of the Huleh

district—one of the worst districts

in Palestine for malaria—had been made to a Jewish group, he
referred to a number of cases in which the Jews had freed land

from malaria by drainage and

tivation, and expressed the hope

that these successes would be re-
peated,

Palestine, like Italy, has a long
range of limestone mountains down
its center, and the water, pouring
off the bare mountains,. cannot
collect into regular rivers, but
soaks into the ground of the allu-
vial plain and there forms danger-
ous marshes, the home of the ma-
laria-carrying mosquito.

The damp plains are much more
fertile than the mountains, and it
is ot surprising that the first Jew-
ish settlers, who came to Palestine
in the eighties of last century
settled on the western coastal
plain, The result was a terrible
outbreak of malaria and black-
water fever.

The colonies of Chedera, Petach
Tikvak, and others had repeated-
1y to be abandoned, but a return
was always made. In Chedera
half a million eucalyptus trees
were planted, and this, together
with the increasing cultivation of
the ground, led to the complete
disappearance of malaria.as early
as 1908, ~ Unfortunately malaria
made its appearance in this dis-
trict last year; it is thought that
the early rains were responsible.

Jerusalem itself used to be onme

/ot the worst centers of malaria.
This was due not to the geogra-
phical conditions but.to the bad-
ly built and inadequately covered
cisterns which held the water sup-
Py,

P

A soclety of Jewish doctors was
concerned with the struggle
against malaria even before the
war, but a systematic campaign
began only with the coming ot
the mandatory power. The Jew-

.ish organizations worked hand in

hand with the health department
of the government. Local condi-
tions were investigated, marshes
were drained, stagnant waters
cleared, and the water supply re-
organized.

Doctors practising in Tel Aviv
have had practically no cases of
malaria from the town and dis-
triét for years, and malaria today
is practically unknown in Jerusa-
lem. When a new colony is to be
settled, the Jewish National Fund
(Keren Kayemeth) or other or-
ganization which has purchased
the district ascertains that the
land is free from the ‘danger of
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(Tmalaria and that adequate drain-
iage is installed.
B

| Some years after the war the
National Fund bought much of
| the historic plain of Jezreel. It
was then in a terrible state; the
| Arab villages were deserted, and
|it was said that any bird attempt-
|ing to cross it fell dead in its
flight.

Now Jezreel is one of the most
-flourishing districts of the whole
country, and no one who knew its
desolate state thirty years ago can

s %

help admiring the ceaseless energy |

of the Jewish pioneers. In the cen-
| ter of the plain stands the modern
entral hospital for all the colon-
es of the plain,
! *® & &
I The plain of Huleh, lying in the
north of Palestine round the lake
lof Hulen, which has now been
granted to a Jewish society, is in
|much the same condition as was
.the plain of Jezreel before the
war,
| In many places, indeed, the lana
|is being cultivated in a primitive
fashion by Arabs, who suffer ter-
ribly from malaria. There are
even two old Jewish settlements,
,but they have not been able to
| develop from lack of capital for
drainage. One-third of the re-
claimed land suitable for inten-
sive cultivation is to go to the
Arabs, and there will remain room
for about 3,000 Jewish families.
If the High Commissioner's
hopes are fulfilled, the history of
other districts will be repeated.
The Arabs will gain in health and

of their Jewish neighbors. Not
only has the prevalence of malaria
among the Arabs been reduced;
the Jewish health institutions, in
cooperation with the health de-
partment, have fought

wealth from the capital and work |

Between
the
Lines

——— By B. SMOLAR

. Masaryk at 85

To world Jewry, President
Masaryk, whose  eighty-fifth
birthday is being celebrated to-
day, is a great figure. Not only
did he lead his own people out
of the darkness of -age-long
political ist

World Press Digest

Angriff Takes Up
Stuermer Fight
Commenting upon the reports of
the alleged intention of the Nazi
government to ease its attitude to-
wards the Jews, the News Chron-
icle, a London daily newspaper,
says:

The fierce anti-Jew campaign
run by Julius Streicher in “Der

heights of a new national life,
but he has always exhibited
great interest in the Jewish aims
for a national Testoration.

‘The Jews will never forget the
part which President Masaryk
played some thirty-five years
ago, when Leopold Hilsner, a
Jew, was condemned for murder
on totally insufficient evidence,
founded on the old libel of “rit-
ual murder.” Once more the
charge was levelled against the
Jews as a nation and a wild
popular agitation was started
against entire Jewry.

A Champion for Jewry

Professor Masaryk was one of
the first publicly to protest
against the judicial murder of
Hilsner which was about to be
committed, and against the libel
which was agitated against the
Jewish people.

Then the violent campaign
turned against Masaryk. He was
accused of being in the pay of
the Jews. Students of the Praha
university, incited by anti-Sem-
ites, prevented him from deliv-
ering his lectures. He became
the object of severe attacks in
the press. He found himself al-
most entirely isolated.

For a time he forfeited a good
deal of his popularity.”But' this
did not make the least difference
to him. He never regretted the
part he had taken. He declared
that “it was for purely ethnical
motives that I took my stand
against the superstition of a
blood ritual” This was in the
year 1600.

Condemns. Beilis Trial

In 1918, when the Beilis “rit-
ual murder” trial was started in
Russia, Professor Masaryk again

ly against the Egyptian eye dis-

ease (trachoma), to which the

Avab children in’ particular were

victims, and the @mount of in-

fant mortality among the Arabs

has also been strikingly reduced.
*

The time is not far distant
when malaria will become as un-
known in Palestine as it is at the
present day in England. Short-
ly before the war a writer deciared
that the complete elimination of
malaria from Palestine was un-
imaginable. Exactly in the same
way many travelers across the
sandy deserts of Western Pales-
tine and the barren mountains be-
fore the war used ta say that the
Biblical phrase, a. land “fowing
with milk and honey,” was merely
50 much Oriental rhetoric. Today

t
the whole plain along the coast is

covered with flourishing orange
plantations, from which this year
5,500,000 cases of oranges, to the
value of £2,500,000, were export-
d. The desolate sand contains
Valuable chemicals, and water can
be obtained' even from the most
parched land by boring, *

Pen Club Fetes Sogolow
As New Book Appears

(Jewish Telegraphic Agency)

LONDON, March 6.-— Nahum
Sokolow, president of the World
Zionist Organization, was the

guest of honor today at a dinner
given by the Pen Club in connec-
tion with his newest book, which
has just appeared.

Mr. Sokolow is now composing
a dictionary expected to be a
monumental - addition to - world
philology.

Ve the ac-
cusations. ‘He also protésted
strongly against the anti-Jewish
pogroms in Crarist Russia. It
was he who brought out that
the anti-Jewish pogroms in Rus-
sia had since 1905 caused the
loss of 37,000 human lives.

Al his life President Masaryk
has stood for truth and has
known no compromise. He has
unmistakably condemned anti-
Semitism and has been a great
supporter of the ided that Pal-
estine should be restored as a
Jewish national home.

- When Professor Masaryk,
after the outbreak of the war,
*fled to London, where he became
lecturer at King’s College and
starfed his Czech liberation cam-
paign, he received a great deal
of assistance from Jews, especi-
ally in America. He has ack-
nowledged this assistance on
many occasions.

Praises American Jews

In his work, “The World Revo-
lution,” Professor Masark speaks
in particular of Justice Louis D.
Brandeis as one of the group of
intimate friends to whom he
showed the draft of the Declar-
ation of Independence of the
Czechoslovakian people, hefore
he submitted it to the United
States Sécretary of State.

“As everywhere,” he writes in
this book, “the Jews helped me
also in America. In the United
States, indeed, I found that the
Hilsneriade repaid me, if I may
say so.”

In 1807, when Masaryk was in
the United States, he was given

2 big reception in New York by

Jewish leaders. It was then that
he made good friends of Justice

Stuermer” has now been taken
up by a paper of no less stand-
ing, the “Angriff.”

Germany’s “Nordic Society,”
which says its task is “to unite
the Nordic peoples of the world
and save Europe from destruc-
tion,” held its first mass meet-
ing at Nuremberg.

Streichér warned his audience
against “the Yellow, Black and
Jewish perils,” and pointed out
that “with the approach of dark
blood from the South and half-
dark blood from the East, the
springs of the Nordic race were
threatened with being clogged
up”

The Iron Guardists

In Rumania

The Bastern Daily Press, report-
ing on the situation in Rumania,
says as follows:

The Iron Guard, who had been
keeping quiet since the assassi-
nation of M. Duca, have lately
been renewing their activities.
Amongst them today, it is stat-
ed, were members of Professor
Cuza’s anti-Jewish group, and it
is declared that demonstration
was organized b this group be-
cause of the banning by the au-
thorities of a lecture which was
to have been given by a profes-
sor of the Extreme Right in a
hall situated just opposite the
Royal Palace.

Brandeis, Louis Marshall, Judge

Mack, and where he met for the

first’time Nahum Sokolow.
Helps Zionism

In 1927, Professor Masaryk
made the first official visit to
Palestine and was given a great
reception there by the Jews. It
was at this reception that he
declared ' that he hoped and
wished with his whole heart that
the Jews would achieve their
aims in Palestine.

True to his principle of cham-
ploning human rights, Professor
Masaryk was the first head of a
state severely to attack the Nazi
regime for persecuting the Jews.
At the last Zionist Congress,
which was held in Praha in 1933,
Professor Masaryk, in a_state-
ment issued to Jacob Landau,
director of the Jewish Telegraph-
ic Agency, urged international
action by all civilized states
against the anti-Tewish persecu-
tions in Germany.

Asks More Aid

For Refugees N
Writing on the situation of theé~,
German-Jewish refugees, the Lon- “=

don Times says editorially:

The Nazi revolution has flung
some 65,000 on to labor markets
which cannot possible absorb
them; and the number is being
increased as a result of the pleb-
iscite in the Saar. The fugitives
from the Saar do mot at present
come under the administration of
the League High Commissioner,
and Mr. Donald is in any case
in the thankless position of hav-
ing to depend entirely upon vol-
untary subscriptions to help him
in his worl, apart from a loan
of a thousand pounds which the
Council advanced to him for in-
itial administrative expenses. It
is time that States which are
members of the League should
reconsider - their persimonious
policy in this matter and con-
tribute the quota, very small for
each separate government, which
would make it possible to. cover
at least the organization -ex-
pense of refugee work. A deci-
sion will have to be taken by
this year's Assembly of the
League. Political, social, and
humanitarian considerations de-
mand a sympathetic treatment of
the problem. Tt is to the credit
of the Jewish community that
they have raised over £1,000,000
for the sufferers of their race.

-

“Griff,” the novel of the English~
Jewish novelist Benjamin L. Fare
jeon, attracted the notice of Dick=
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PURE ¢CANDIES

Old Fashioned Gum Drops
40¢ Value—rfull pound
Chocolate Covered Raisin
Clusters 40¢ Value—full pound
Chocolate Covered
Throming: tvesuit ot 248

17¢
F dee Cak
Famous Dundee Cake = 9

AT THE FOUNTAINS

i hicken Sandwich
Sliced Chicken ‘qufm 15¢

15¢
17¢

ses
40¢ Value—sfull pownd

Hot Fudge Sundae
& resutar 15¢ 10¢
Coffee ot Tea and Cake
regular 20¢
! FREE Cup of Hot So ith
L IREE G e

186 fEf% STORESOne near you

10¢

.. ‘Modernized baths

And st} present ..

[ Floridian Roter
. Mism} Beach, Fla.

AUREL
in the PINES

LAKEWOOD N.J.

Teeming with unprovements. sboungding w m-
novations—» glorified and new Laurel-In-The-
Pines Rich new smoking room, bar and lounge.

‘public rooms and corndors. GOLF with transpor-
tation 10 and from-the club—at no extra charge.
those other wonderful fea-
tres which go to make this, more than ever,
“one of America’s finest resort hotels.”
Inguire for Spectat Chnisimas Week-End Rates
LOW DECEMBER RATES
New York Office. 422 Eant 42nd Streer  Tel, CA. 50835
HOTELS UNDER SEIDEN MANAGEMENT
Lausel-In-The-Pinea.
Lokewood, N. J.
Haollywood Hetel, West End, N. J.

Tastefully redecorated

Grand Hotel &
Higmoupt, N, ¥, g







