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Sunday, December 30, 1934

‘Piper Paid’ at
Ritz Theatre

Absorbing Tale by Sarah

Dull Holiday
¥or the Theatre

It may have been a merry holi-
day for hotel proprietors, depart-
anent store owners, toy manufac-
turers and hooch sellers but to the
citizens who make a precarious
livelihood out of the theatre it
was just another festive occasion
from which they received noth-
ing. What made it doubly hard to
hear was the fact that the old
amyth, about the week after Christ-
aas being the best week of the
show season, was badly punctured.
“The idea had been nurtured that
the week between Christmas and
New Years was endowed with
some magical quality that inspired
in people an unsuppressable urge
to attend a theatre. As a matter
of fact, during the last three or
four years post-Christmas has
meant nothing to the show busi-
mess, but the boys continued to
‘ope.

In looking for excuses Broad-
wayites advanced some interesting
alibis, such as: department store
‘business was far ahead of last
ear, therefore people did not have
any money left to spend on shows;
there were too many legitimate
plays available (my count showed
forty); the absence of out-of-town
wvisitors as evidenced by a check-
up of hotel registers; the multi-
tude of good pictures; the new
Thabit of dawdling over the dinner
table in restaurants which offer a
floor show that keeps people
around the board until ten o’clock
and hence too late for a play; and
anything else you can think of.

Unfortunately all the reasons
i'given for the falling off of busi-
| mes3 can be applied to any other
el in the year; but the fact that
twelve new plays opened within
_3wo weeks and five drew even
faintly favorable notices is indica-
tive of a rather new trend in the-
atre going. In the past few years
people have refused to put up the
amoney for the theatre tickets un-
less’ they were sure that the at-
traction was something they would
enjoy. The result is that a show
‘which five or six years ago could
get by £or a six or eight week run
mow finds itself starved out with-
in two weeks. Theatre-goers have
Tbecome very choosy and will go
only to_the out-and-out hits of

,wmdrﬁ?ere are nmever enough.

he Year on the

Legmmut: Stage
All in all, 1934 was not'a bad
legitimate year. Althongh vaude-
ville slipped back a few cogs the
legitimate stage enjoyed more
prosperity than it has had since
1929, Certainly in the number of

1934 far

At the Paramount

Irene Dunne in “Sweet Adeline,” the Warner picture at the
Paramount Theatre,

from the record set in 1928. The
pictures that nttmcted the largest
crowds were enough:

I enjoyed were “Anything Goes,”
“Sailors of Cattaro,” “Stevedore,”
‘Ah

“Little Women,” “I'm No el,”
“Judge Priest,” “Dinner at Eight,”
“It Happened One Night,” “The

Bowery,” “One Night of Love,”
“The Gay Divorcee” and “Baby
Take a Bow.”

During 1934 the only new star
to appear was the very young
Shirley Temple but such players
as Eddie Cantor, George Arliss,
Paul Muni, Will Rogers, Wallace
Beery and George Raft were, able
to hold their own. Mae West and
Greta Garbo, however, disappoint-
ed their sponsors. The first named
drew only on the strength of her
former pictures while the latter
was the victim of poor scenarios.

Most interesting event of the
season was the entrance of Gau-
mont British into the picture field
here. Formerly English companies
showed a reluctance to compete
with Américan films but for the
first time it was discovered that
the American public held no
grudge against English pictures,
demanding only that they come up
to standard.

1933.°At one time there were forty
‘plays running on Broadway. Ac-
cording to Jack Pulaski, one of
‘the shrewdest critics of the drama,
120 shows were presented on
Broadway during the season that
ended in June, of which sixty were
able to show a profit to their pro-
@ucers. Since June a like number
have raised curtains and there has
‘been an equal number of successes.
This is a good percentage and
#dded to that is the contribution
“of Hollywood, which spent some
$800,000 for the right to make
... plays into pictures.
The big money maker of the
| Beason was “As Thousands Cheer,”
which brought into the box-office
4the considerable sum of $1,200,~
000. Other lucrative ventures were
“An ‘Wilderness,” “Roberti,”
“Dodsworth,” “The Great Waltz.”

On_ the road Katharine Cornell's{-

tour ‘did $650,000 while “Green
Pastures,” and “The Follies” also

i did more business than was ex-
ected.

| The Cinema
{ 'The past year also showed an
| improvement for the motion pic-
ture industry. Films drew a larger
attendance than they did .in 1933
ut the industry is still far away

among the foreigners, dropped far
to the rear, being outdistanced by | =
both English and Russian produc-
ers. Hitler's insane regulations
strangled UFA wxm the result

Sus
formerly the leader

“ and the D'Oyle
Carte Opera Company.
The Jewish Situation
Certainly the Jews of America
can find no fault with the treat-
ment accorded the race by either
the stage or the cinema., “The
House of Rothschild,” “Power” and
the many anti-Hitler films were all
pro-Semitic. On the stage there
were at least five pro-Semitic and
anti-Hitler plays, True enough not
any of them ever reached the hit
class but that was no fault of the
producers. The large number of
Jews connected with both the the-
atrical and motion picture industry
may have been responsible for this
attitude but the fact remains t!mt

at the Ambassador; “Fly Away
Home” at the Forty-eighth Street,
and “Living Dangerously” at the
Morosco. The rumber of plays that
will close are legion but at this
time a complete list is not avail-
able.

“Sweet Adeline,” Warner's new-
est musical flm with Irene Dunne,
opened at the Paramount and *“The
Little Minister” held over at the
Music Hall. “A Wicked Woman”
is the offering at the Astor and
“T am a Thief” plays the Mayfair.
W. C. Fields will be seen at the
Roxy in “It's a Gift.”

“‘Palestine Night’ to Stari
J N F Brooklyn Drive

A drive for distribution of blue-
‘white boxes of the Jewish National
Fund in homes and offices in
Brooklyn, will be launched this
Sunday evening at a Palestine
night and mass meeting which will
take place at the Pennsylvania
Avenue Talmud Torah, 363 Penn-
sylvania” avenue. Brooklyn.

Morris A. Zeldin, director of Jew-
ish National Fund activities for the
metropolitan area; Rabbi A. Lehr-
man, Louis Markowitz and Herman
Quittman, general secretary of the
Jewish National Fund Council, will
speak.

Warsaw Singers Arrested

(Jewlsh Telegraphic Agency)
WARSAW, Jan. 4.-—More than
130 members of the radical Jewish
singing society, Symphonia, were
under arrest after police had
searched the premises they, occupy.
No reasons were assigned for the
action of the police, but it is
thought the group is suspected of
conducting radical activities,

Judge Lewis to Speak
At Lodge Exercises

Judge William M. Lewis of Phila-
delphia, grand master of the In-
dependent Order of Brith Sholom
and vice-president of the Zionist
Organization of . America, will
speak on "Je’wish Yeuth and Fra-

no
leased that could be consldered dLﬁ-
tasteful to the Jews.
In Prospect

This coming week promises five
new plays. “The Petrified Forest”
at the Broadhurst; “The Old Maid”
at the Empire; “A Lady Detained”
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that not one German
hit was sent across the waters.
The outstanding foreign films
sent over here came mostly from
England. Two_of them: “The Pri-
vate Life of Henry VIIL” with
Charles Laughton, and “Catharine
the Great,” with Elizabeth Berg-
ner, met with-a warm reception
and made the exhibitors very hap-
Dy indeed. Incidentally the success
of these forelgn films had & good
effect on American productions. It
pointed out a new and

THE THEATRE GUILD presents

VYALLEY FORGE

GUILD YHEATRE, 52d St. W. of B'way
Evas, 8:40. Mats. Thurs. snd Sat. 2:40,

cere-
‘monies Tuesday evening at the
Hotel Edison by Royal Lodge 198
of Brith Sholom.

B. Smith Finds Fuvor
With Audience

The story of an American girl
involved with three men in Eue
rope, once told by the Anglo-Jew-
ish novelist, Sarah B. Smith, in the
form of a running novel in The
Day, a Jewish daily in New York,
is now one of the more interest-

productions on Broadway. It
is “Piper Paid” at the Ritz thea

It is a story of a girl who is
engaged to one man, loves anoths
er, and has an incidental affair
with a third. The third, an Amere
ican correspondent abroad, a mare
ried man, father o two children,
tries to commit suicide when he is
told by the girl that she really
does not care for him. He shoots
himself but is only crippled.

Out of guilty conscience, the
girl makes up her mind to take
care of the cripple although she
loves somebody else. She gives up
her fiance, lets the man she loves
g0 away to America, and herself
remains in Paris with the crippled
fellow and his wife, helping them
to get along. She pays ‘for her
casual affair.

The audience is deeply absorbed.
Edith Barrett, in the role of the
woman wlo pays, compels the ate
tention of the deeply absorbed aus
dience which is most sensitive in
its reactions to the different situ-
ations in which the girl finds here

self. It greets the solution of the
troubles when the girl is finally
in the arms of the man she really
loves.

“Piper Paid” is Mrs. Smith's
first dramatic production and was
written in collaboration with Viola
Brothers Shore. The play is well
done and gives the American a
good view of how other Americans
live in Paris,

Despite the tragic background
against which the play proceeds,
the performance furnishes many
moments of healthy laughter. The
humor is amply provided by Hare

ry Green, scrcen and stage actor,
in the role of a-Jewish dress mane
ufacturer.
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source of competition and gave
notice that Hollywood bad better
watch its step.

Personal Selections

My selection for the best and
most enjoyable films of the year
would include “Viva Villa,” “Pri-
vate Life of Hi VIIL,” “Cath-

CURRENT
JEWISH EVENTS
{in English)
TONIGHT AT 7:15

erine the Great,” “Mrs. Wiggs of
the Cabhage Datch,” “Gay Divor-
cee,” “One Night of Love” and
“Mighty Barnum.”

As to the legitimate stage, T feel
that first place should go to “The
Children’s Hour.” The other plays

WMCA

Sponsored by

Has Placed

The Jabotin
Mecca Temple

N Price: 3
Tickets May Be Bought

Paiestine Imporfing Co., 3
1. Rubenstein, 253 W. 2

24 Aslington Avenu

ROKEACH

The League for Jewish National
Labor in Palestine, Inc.

Shoppe. 76 Burnside Avenue, Bronx, New York. . . . Sinai Temple,
Brooklyn, New York. . . . and in the office
of the Leagus for Jewish National Labor in Paleitine, Inc.
1133 Broadway, [New Yerk, Room 1020

on Sale Tickets for

sky Lecture

January 26th, 1935
0Oc ~ $2.00
at:

2 Union Square, N. Y, Room 1107. ..
7th Street. ‘New York. . . . Rothburn







