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In the Realm of Authors and Literature

Another View of Heine

Reviewed by HAROLD STRAUSS

POETS IN EXILE. By Antonina Vallentin.

German by Harrison Brown.
Press.

Translated from the
.320 pp. New York: The Viking

Strictly as a blography of Heinrich Heine, this book has little

value. Heine’s life was dramatic
cries for objective treatment.

and colorful in the extreme, and

The working of his mother's will

and his own nature at cross-purposes, his failure as a business

man, bank clerk and lawyer, his
charity of his uncle Salomon—a

crucifying dependence upon the
man who could not tell a great

poem from the muttering of an idiot, and who persisted in thinking
of Heine as a ne’er-do-well until his death—his brilliant ascendancy
into Berlin’s haut monde and his sudden departure from it, the
sensual excesses to which his unhappy and torn conscience drove
him, his political intrigues in Bavaria and France, his tragic strug-

gle with an incurable disease—all
for a stirring biography.

this should provide the material

Perhaps the author’s justification in

skimping the personal side of Heine’s career lies in the fact that

all this has already been told, if

not insurpassably, then at least

adequately.

Nor is Antonina Vallentin in-
terested in the account of Heine's
literary development. She quotes
profusely, but neglects to provide
a running account of his prob-
lems, his failures and his enormous
successes as poct and journalist
For many years she has been a
political commentator, and it is
Heine's ideas on politics, religion
and economics which absorb her.
Thus the fact that she hac turned
from a

to demand that to

STEFAN ZWEIG

The famous German - Jewish
writer presents his biography of
the great Dutch philosopher in

claim his allegiance, must be uni-
versal in intention. French nation-
alism stood for an advance in civ-
ilization. But what did German
natfonalism stand for? Goethe had
already repudiated it, and Heine,
exiled from Germany, followed
passionately in his steps. He im-
mediately found himself aligned
with the radmals The very ac-

ich’s spies

to a biography of Heme is not
astonishing. Her mind works in
terms of logical abstractions. If
she can find evidence of an “-ism"
in a poem it means more to her
than that same poem'’s human or
emotional content.

So much-for the defects. It must
now be admitted, however, that
certain of the propositions with
which Heine concerned himself,
and which the author has abstract-
ed from his work, bear an intense
interest for us in the light of con-
temporary social and political
problems. Most notable is Heine's
liberal Europeanism, and its con-
flict with a, German nationalism
so furiously aroused after the Na-
poleonic Mars, Heine's earliest
memories dealt with scenes of the
French Emperor's troops march-
ing through Dusseldorf, with proc-
lamations of political freedom and

" religious equality for the Jews,
and the breaking down of the
chains of the “Jew-gates”. But
after Teipzig all this was swept
away. Reaction flourished. Metter-
nich and his servile Bundestag
weré working for the restoration

the pre-Napoleonic society,
Which included i

drove him ta revolutionary prop-
agenda in which he himself did
not believe. For it was charac-
teristic of Heine that he always,
through his persecution mania, did
his best to live up to the blackest
suspicions about him. But in his
heart, despite his friendship with
Karl-Marx, he remained a liberal,
who hoped that eventually, if not
in his own lifetime, Europe would
become a great republic of free
hearts, frec hands and free minds.

Heine always thought of him-
self as Jewish by race. But as far
as religion was concerned, he had
no more cares for gods than for
kings. It was the racial question
rather than the religious one which
he had to fight out before turning
Protestant for reasons of expedi-
ency. At that time he hoped for
an appointment in a University,
and he was doing no more than
many of his contemporaries in re-
ceiving baptism. It was only la-
ter, during the six years in which
he lay flat on his back contem-
plating. death, that he acquired
faith in a principle of immortality
and in a concept of God.

Thus when Fxchte the great

for the Jews. A wave of po-
groms arose. As usual, the Jews
were blamed for the economic col-
lapse which occurs inevitably after
great wars. Heine, now a univer-
sity student, felt the full brunt of
prejudice. In Goettingen he was
virtually ostracized. At this time
there arose a jingoist, Vater Jahn,
an illiterate peasant with a flair
for oratory who reminds us
strangely of Hitler. He founded
an organization of “old Teutons”
of whom Heine writes:

In a certain tavern in Gottin-
gen I had the opportunity of ad-
miring the precision with which
my friends “the ancient Teu-
tons” prepared the lists of those
who would be proscribed by
them as soon as they arrived in
power. Anyone who was de-
scended, even seven generations
back, from a Frenchman, a Jew,
or a Slav was to be condemned
to exile. Anybody who had ever
written against Jahn or the ab-
surdities of the old Germans
themselves might expect the
death penalty, carried out, of
course, with the axe and not
with that French invention, the
guillotine.

Heine was no mere anti-national-

ist; rather, he was one destined
by racial and religious inheritance

of immor-
tality, came to visit him, he made
the philosopher expound his the-
oty from start to finish. There
is something Job-like in Heine's
return to. that God who had in-
flicted upon him every conceivable
misery of the flesh.

Heine's years in France were oc-
cupied largely with political in-
trigue, Like every liberal, he
found himself attacked both by
the right and the left. He definite-
ly identified himself with the dis-
inherited, the underprivileged of
the world, He was driven to this
attitude by his discovery that rich
Jews would not support widely
any pan-Jewish project. Class dif-
ferences, rather than religious and
racial ones, were paramount in
their minds. But as a champion
of the dispossessed, he came in
conflict with his nature as an ar-
tist. He faced the same problem
that many men off letters face
today. In his own words,

I make this admission, that
the future belongs to Commu-
nism, in an agony of fear which,
alas, is not feigned. I think with
horror of the time when these
gloomy iconoclasts will arrive in

ower. . . . And yet I frankly
admit that this same Commu-
nism offers a terrible syllogism
that holds me in its grip.

asmus of

Role of Jews
In American

History Told

Book of Many Surprises
Describes Their Part
in Early Days

“EARLY AMERICAN JEWS,” by
Loe M. Fricdman. $2.50. Harvard
University Press.

Mr. Lee M. Friedman relieves
the fatigues of the law by riding
the hobby-horse of research
through historical by-ways and
quiet back-waters, riding it, inci-
dentally, with all the elaborate ap-
paratus of a sound scholarship:
detailed references for every fact,
a formidable bibliography, appen-
dices, and, of course, an index.
From his latest somewhat random
excursion Mr. Friedman, in his
just published “Early American
Jews,” returns with a surprising
cateh.

November’s Reading Crop

few books are published
between Thanksgiving and New
Year's. This slack period is a
condition imposed upon publishers
by booksellers who, eternally
hopeful, believe that  about
Thanksgiving time people com-
mence to buy books as presents
for the holidays and that they (the
Dbooksellers) will be so busy wait-
ing on the hordes of book buyers
that no time would be left in
which to see publishers’ salesmen.
Publishers, therefore, issue
greater proportion of the season’s
hooks during October and Novem-
ber. Last month’s crop was heavy
and interesting and again this
month ;many juicy items appear
on the lists, Here are some pre-
views of the month's high spots.
CANTERBURY TALES—AIl of
Chaucer’s rollicking ribald, human
tales rendered into modern Eng-
lish by J. U. Nicolson and il-
lustrated by Rockwell Kent.
beautiful example of modern
bookmaking.  (§3.75 Nov. 5).
GLORY HUNTER—A biography
of General Custer by Frederick F.
Van de Water, who was once a
book reviewer. This is a fascinat-
ing rapid moving yarn. ($3.75
Nov. 7).

THE CINGALESE PRINCE—
A travel book by Brooks Atkin-
son, dramatic editor of The New
York Times, the result of a long
ocean voyage he took last sum-
mer. Very mellow and readable.
(§3.00 Nov. 8).

LITTLE ORVIE—Booth Tark-
ington, whose name might be
familiar to you, has again written
about Little Orvie. It is il-
lustrated. ($2. Nov. 8).
WOMEN MUST WORK—A
rew novel by the English poet,
Richard Aldington, in which he
unfolds the story of an English
girl who goes to London and tries
to earn a more or less homest
living. Different because Alding-
ton really understands women.
(82.50 Nov. 9).

SIX SOVIET PLAYS—Eugene
Lyons, the United Press Russian
correspondent who changed his

»
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Among the Literati

duction. (§3.00 Nov. 8). H
ZIEGFELD—A  biography of
the beautifier of American woman-
hood by Eddie Cantor, writing by |
David Freedman. Pretty thin !
stuff but of mild interest to play-
goers. ($2.00 Nov. 9).
PORTRAITS AND PRAYERS
—The un-understandable Gertrude
Stein’s latest. No one but Miss
Stein really knows what she is
saying but it is thought that the
book contains. Prose portraits of
some of our better known literati

and artists.  ($2.50 Nov. 15).
TARABAS—Joseph Roth, the
Jewish writer, the author of

“Job,” has written a moving. and
strong story of a Russian soldier
who reacts typically to life
(§2.50 Nov. 16).

ALL IN THE NAME OF GOD
—Rev. Everett S. Clinchy, the
young minister who has been so
active in the good will movement
between the various religious de-
inations, has written an in-
spiring book on this theme. (§2,
Nov. 18).

THE WORLD OUTSIDE-—Hans
Fallada, Who wrote “Little Man
What Now” last year, has done
another about the downtrodden.
This one tells of the trials and

his effort to adjust himself to
conditions in the outside world.
A serious, sincere movel, ($2.50
Nov. 22).

New Brinig Book
Myron Erinig, who is now; living
in New Mexico, has just completed
his new novel, “Michael Singer-
mann,” according to the announce-
ment of his publishers, Farrar and
Rinchart.

Anthology”

"The Hasidic
by Rabbi Louis I. Newman
Samuel Spitz
810 PAGES - - . . $500
Postpald - rder From
7 West g3rd St New York
ot dmportant ana

fomprehcnslve (collections) in an
ngua;
vof. Louis Finkelstein
“A pamcu(mv iimely _contribution
a mine of lively moral ancedote
and brilliane Bible mtnn)rct ton,
o Bramne

The author of “Home, Sweet ";iﬂd about the S;V‘e‘: offers six An Beruine tome.—t =x D. Charies
» plays on ussian  scene. ardner of anford University.
Hone,” John Howard Payne—parl| gy o Rice supplies the intro-
Jewish! Yes, (at least

to the reviewer) to learn that
Payne’s maternal grandfather was
Jewish (a Christianized Jew from
Hamburg one learns on appealing
to the cited authority); and per-
haps both maternal grandparents;
though here Mr. Friedman is si-
lent on the wife of Aaron Isaacs,
Payne’s Jewish grandmother.

It again comes as a surprise to
learn that an aide-de-camp of
Washington was a Jew. Otherwise
curious is the discovery that there
was, in 1772, a Jews' College in
Jerusalem to which a Jew might
—as did Joseph Israel Levy of
Calcutta—leave money.

Along with these discoveries
there are, of course, the inevitable
delightful quaintnesses. “The Rev.
Increase Mather took great pains
to convert to Christianity an un-
named Jew “who went to Jamai-
ca and dyed a hardened wrech.”

Less wickedly insensible to the
light was Judah Monis, first reg-
ular instructor in Hebrew at-Har-
vard, whom Increase Mather, and
others, in 1722, at last succeeded
in corraling into the fold. There
were some to suggest that the
prospects of a job at Harvard
Wwrought the change of heart in
Monis. At his baptism

Lewisohn honor. It outlines

reverence, with finer ardor,

HARPER & BROTHERS - 49 East 33rd St,

By a major modern

prophet in Israel o

Ludwig
Lewisohn's

The Permanent Horizon

RABBI STEPHEN 5. WI

“"Written in prose of singing, sometimes poignant beauty,
this is a credo the straightforwardness of which does Ludwig

SE says:

the faith of a man in revolt

against the debased currencies of our time. None has de-
scribed the search for ultimate reality with more impressive

$2.50
NEW YORK

with deeper beauty."

“The NATURAL

A book specifically written for B
problem, of disinterest on the part

lly pr

at any rate, Mr. Colman, pointed-
1y apt, did well to hope exclaiming
“O! May the all-seeing Lord say
of you and to you as he sees you

the instructor. It influences the st
' $1.50 LIST PRICE

coming—Behold an Israelite in-

deed, in:whom is no guile.”

5926 COLUMBIA AVE.

SYSTEM im the

teaching of BIBLICAL HMESTORY>

by A. M. DORFMAN (Kafre)

ible class instruction, It solves the
of the student. The romance of the
esented. This is a welcome text for
udent as does a well written story.

LIBERAL DISCOUNT ON QUANTITIES

Books Can Be Obtained in All Leading Jewish Book Stores
‘Well as From the Author

PHILADELEHIA, PA,

tribulations of an ex-convict in -







