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RUSSIAN JE‘" Y IN EXILE: PROFISSOR DUBNOW AT CONFERENCE P
T RUSSIAN JEWS IN GERELNY LIKENS R i)
EVOLUTION T0 BABYLONTAN EXT:

mmm
OREAT PROEHETS ~FO HAD LRISEN THEN TO GOMFORT JEWRY:

TREIR FEDERATION NOT ONLY A VELFARE ORGANISATLON SAYS
DR._SOLOWEITCHIK' BUT ERBODIMENT OF COLLECTIVE SPIRIT
OF RUSSIAN JEWRY PRESERVING ITS TRADITIONS WHICH HAL
BROUGRT FRUCTIBYING INFLUTNOE ALSO INTO WHSTERN JEVRY:

Berlin, Nay 11lth.. (Jewish Telegraphic Agency).

Professor Dubnov, presiding yesterday at the
annuel meeting of the Federation of Russien Jews in .Germany
held here, said that the Federation was now entering on-its
13th. year, which was a proof of the néed of its existence
as e result ‘of the great historic upheaval in FRussia.

Going on to draw a parallel between the present .
Russo Jewlsh emigration, end the Babylonian exile;— Professar
__'Dubnow seid that-in Babylon. prophets had: arisen in Jewry who
had kept alive the Jewish spirit and— ‘the—Jewish hope,; but to-.
~day, ‘the Russian Jews liying in exile had no such prophets,
and they therefore fore ought to rally round the organisation
“which provided succour for the weaker-emong them, shd-kept—
alive their traditions and their hopes. for the future .

Q This Organisation was the Federation of Russian Jews.

. students’ and sent chi

Dr. Max Soloweitchik, former Minlster for Jewish
Affeirs in Iithuania, and fonmer member of the Zionist World
Executive, said tha‘t it was 4mpossible to contemplate what

would havel:beccme of the Russisn' Jews without their Federation.
It was not only & welfare Organisation, but the embodiment of
the collective spirit of Russian Jewry, and they must keep.

this spirdit alive, so!that the cultural and national traditions
of Ruszian Jewry' should not

appear ~ treditions which had w
brought a new fructifying in: ce also into West Europesn
Jewdsh 1ife.

Dr.

G6ldenweiser, the Syndicus of the Federation,
sald that jthey had found it & very hard struggle in 1931,
especmlly in second half of the year, to keep their

ste They hed done their utmost in
th the increasing distress.
lirelief to an emount of 56,000 fisTks, B
jamounting to 65,000 marks. They had’
en to health resorts.
tributed large quantifies of clothing, 'and provide. o ical
aid ", They had, in partiocular, given legal assis Y
conjunction with the Berlin Nansen Office to enable Russian
Jews in Germany to obtein their domiclile papers.
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B They had received a gredt 'déal of helg' through Dr.
Bernhard ‘Kehn, the European Director, from the Joint Distri-
bution Committee of fmerica, ' ' They had also received.subsi-.
dies from the Ice, the Board of the Berlin Jewish Community,
an¢ from the Prussian Federation of Jewish Communities
They were in close contact with the Hilfsverein-der deutschen
Juden, especially in'questions relating to emigration to the
oversea countries. hen their President, Judge Jacob .Teitel, -
had celebrated his 80th. birthday, many representatives of
German Jewry had attended thé “celebration meeting; and-had
helped to start the Jacob Teitel Fund. .

Judge Teitel said that wherever he went on behulf
of the Federation he found people, in spite of the crisis,..
full of sympathy for thel: ork, and anxious to help. Oon
each new journey that he undertook, he made new friends '
among the West| European Jews, and also among many Christians.
“han he was in' Prague, recently, for instance, the President
of the Republic, Professor Masaryk, -had received him, and his
daughter Allce, who is the Chairman of the Czecho-~Slovakian
Red Cross,; was| the first contributor to his fund-raising cam- .
paign. - ¢ . ; .

SPANISE GOVERNMENT'S INTEREST IN SEPHARDIC_JEYS IN ROUMANIA:
; 'S SPANISH UNIVMESITY PROFESSOR 1

AP P. MRS o}
TN Na¥ SHPHARDIC SCEOOL IN BUCT. 't SPANISH [ILBJSSADOR
~ATTINDS OPINING: ALTHOUGH FOR IES COMPLETULY INCOR

TRADITIONS SAYS PRESIDGNT OF COMMONITY.

(Jewish Telegraphic Age
hew

liay 1lth. (Jewish Tele
. ——TheSpanish Ambassador in | ,
ingel de :aguiro, wes present &t the opening of the mew—
school of the Federation of Sepiigrdic Jewish Communities in

~— Roumunie—this-week, when it-was announced that the Spanish
Government, in accordance with its decision to help to main= "~

¢

tain the eultural links between Spain and:the’ Sephardic Jews
in the various countries, had appointed Professar Indalecio
Gil Riglero to be in charge of the Spanish courses at the
school. g 4

~ "THe President of the Bucharest Sephardic- . Community,

-~dvocate J. Cohen, said that the Sephardic Jews of Roumania,

although they had for centuries been completely’ incorporated
in Roumenian 1ife, still retained their Spanish treditions.
e Spanlsh Jews had played an important part in shaping

2panish’culture, he went on, and Sephardic Jewsiwould ‘always
‘be- prou the- Jewish contributions to that culture. The .
iganiih courses iny their school would also help to ksep firm
he tles o

riendship betwesn the two Latin countries, Spain
and" Roumsnda. -, : ® e
a6 The imbassador said that ‘he was happy to hear these
expressions of friendship for the new Spain, which was -anXious
to maintelin cultural and.spirituel contact with the. Sephardic
Jews all .over: the world. ’

| Professor Gil Reglero then outlined.the néiture of
gph

the Spanich courses whic e would take at the.school, and '
the Chief Fabbi of the Roumsnian Sephardic Community, Rabbl
Sebetal Djaen, followed with an sddress on the great Spaniish
Jewish ‘poet, Jehudah Falévi. : »oe

INC T TLY INCOR-
ANTAN LIFE WE HAVE RETAINED OUR SPANISH
R

on Miguel—
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ce T‘*e Spanish Minister.of Education, don Fernando
" de los Rios, speaking in Madrid in March, ennounced that the
Govermment intended to send out 8 mission to the Spanish Jews
in all the countries of the world. This mission would
start work during April. It would go out to the Orient,
to Sofia, Bucharest, Constantinople, Salonica, and other

.- places where there are large Setblements of: Spanish Jews,

Sephardim, ‘who still speak Spanish, and are still moved by
deep emotlon whenever there is any mention of: Spain and of
-Spanish -culture. --In .some.of. these towns, there are as many
as 30,000 Spenish Jews, he said, eand we have, set out'selves
an mperialist aim,'an Imperialist aim which cannot, however,
be aubjeuted' to ‘the seme oriticism &s the old military Im-
perialism. | Our roed does not lead through foreign lands,
.and over dead hodies.  Our aim is to win back for Spanish
culture those who have never really ceased to breathe the
scmosphere of Spanish culture..

This ‘mission will be an educational mission sent

@, out by the Spanish Republic to the Spagnol Jews of the world
to foster among them the Spanish language and traditions
which link them to Spanish .culture.

Rabbi Djaen visited Spain last August and was re-
ceived by the President of the Republic, Don Alcala Zemora,
the ¥inister. of Education, Don Fernando de los Rios, and
other members of: the Government, and discussed ‘with them the
question of maintaining cultural contact between Sephardﬂern. fe
Jewry and sPain.

v
TIFE_NOVEMBTR DISTURBANCES IN POLAND AND THE VILNA TRIALS :
T HEKORK Nﬁi‘m Ey CIT FOR-, [SH-

~paris, Me
The- Council for Jewish Minority Figh\‘:s has published
the following statement:

-~ On April 15th. the trial took place at Vilna of .
three you.ng Jews, Zalkind, Ogus and %Wulfin. ' The first two
were accused of having taken part during the anti-Jewish
disturbances of 1931 in & clash between Jewish and Polish
. -students. in the course of whigh the student Stanislaw
.. Waclawski‘was mortally wo\mded, and the third, Wulfin, was

accused of ‘having been one of a band of Jews who had attacked -
non-Jews in the street and thrown stones at the carriage in
which the wounded Waclawski was being taken. to hospital,
It was said that Wulfin haed' strudk’ Waclawskl on the head
@ stone and this had caused his death.  Wul. 'An end Zalkind
were. arrested: immediately after the disturbames on the ohni‘ge
of ha: ing killed Waclawski, and they were to have appeared :
before ‘a court martial. The National Democratic press, whinh
had incited the Polish students to these excesses, called for
vengeance upon these two Jews for the murder of Waclawski, but
owing to lack of evidence the case did not oome before.a
“gourt mertial and the .accused appesred before an ox'dinary
court of law 5
The ‘casé againsb Zalkind and. Ogus.wa

on'the evidence of & tain Mdlle. Lepowska, who -claimed. to
be.a student at Vi 1 niversity;, and Eave a’ very circumstantial
’acco\mt of how she had seen: Zalkind and Ogus :throw stones at ,
Yaclawski . In cross- -examination, however, she repeatedly
contradicted herself, and it came out''that she had never

been a student at the University,wso that the case collapsed
_and the prosecutor withdrew the charge.

b\sed mainly

l
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The case against “ulfin was proceeded with. The
evidence againsf him was .no more.definite than that against
the other two. / In thils case, too, & woman, Mdlle. Opon-
‘owitch, claimed| to have séén “ulfin throw the: stone. She
even claimed to have, seen him fire a revolver, and together
with other Jews strike passing Poles, and attack the carriage
containing Waclawski.  On this evidence fulfin was sentenced
to two years! .imprisonment, even though - there were extenuating
circunstances taken into account, such as his being only 19
years of age and’ the fact that there..was. nothing against his -
character. pa . T
) Thig sentence roused the Jewish population of

Poland to indignation; particularly since Wulfin was s&ntencz{’
to two yeers' imprisonment, while, of the non-Jewish prisone
only one‘had been sentenced to as much as;one year's imprison-
ment, although he had been-arrested in the very act of beating
Jews and had confessed that he:had smashed windows in Jewish
Q\ shops and attacked Jews. . 08 .

4 It i's clear) the memorandum says, that the intention
of the'courd at Vilna wes to show by its verdict that the Jews
had been found: the instigators of the disturbances and' that
but for the Jews the trouble would not have spread outside the
University. The .Court also appears to have been intent to
utter a .warning by its. sentence to the Jewish youth that:they
must not, under penalty of. heavy punishment, defend themselves
against any,aggression in the future. " The evidence in favour -
of this view is strengthened by & reading of the statement of .
the grounds on which the court based its sentence.

a Wulfin was. not. found guilty and sentencéd for parti-,
cipation in the murder dof Waclewski, as the National Democrats —-
——allege.He was ‘sentenced for participating in attacks against
Poles, attacks which it 1s alleged were—started_because Jews =
are filled with hatred of Poles and Poland. The Jews, driven
by their hostility to the Polish people, who had always been
very good to tHem, had attacked innocent Polish people in the
streets, end thus besmirched the name of Vilna, the city in
ﬂ whiph the great friend of the Jewa, Mickilewicz, hadwritten
* his poems, and where no. pogroms against Jews had ever occurred.
The court seems to have forgotten the anti-Jewish pogroms that

—took _place in Vilna on the day ‘when the Polish troops entered

the ‘City in 1919, in which the Jewish writer, Weiter; was killed.

This is the first time 'that .a Polish court of law
has stated its grounds in such a fashion for a judgment against
all Jews. The tribunal actually went back as far as the per-
secutions of 'the Kiddle Ages, the Inquisition, andithé burning
of Jews at the stake, to establish’' its case that Jews hate
Christians. .

It is easy to understarnd with what joy ‘this statement
handed down by the court, accusing Jews of enmity to all ¢

 Christisns, and particularly Po » has been‘received in'the

Nationali'Democratic Press, and what wonderful material it pho-

- vides!for anti-Jewish propagenda in the future. The Jews feel
cutraged. by the statement. . The court at Vilna seems to have .
been gulded by the desire to put the blame for what' happened
in Vilna on’/the Jews. _Mén-Jews arrested for partic¢ipating
in the excesses were ordered to pay small fines, or' sent to.
p‘r‘ison for a few days; but where the Jews were concerned, - the .
desire 8 s to ‘have  been- to-make-it-appedr that -they were dn...
the wrong, that they were the aggressors, and thus to pacify X
'Eielh‘abl:;nal‘ Democrats who were calling for vengeance for

clawski. - .




‘) @o month's|impr

¢

- ~months, and-to defer its- exacut’ffbn,.i‘or,‘thres -years..
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At Cracow there was  another victim of:.the disturbances,
who died of his wounds, & Jewish student in’ this ‘case. But
here no attempt was made to-discover- the guilty and the Polish
students 1n.Cracbw who were arrested in the very act of beating
Jews; were let of £ with-small fines. ' Although 1t came out st
the trial in Vilnd, even in the evidence .of the police, that..
special emissarles had come down from Warsaw who had organised
the disturbances; the whole inquiry was,directed towards “the
sole aim .of fixing the blame on the Jews and making them appear
the aggressors. Nothing was, done, the memorandum concludes, .
to establish where the'’real responsibility for starting the ex-
cesses -lay,anhioh Hdddresulted in_the.death of Waclewski,

SENTENGE OF YEAR'S IMPRISONMENT ON VILNA NON-JEWISH RIOTER:
REDUCED BY [APPEAL COURT TO THREE MONTHS AND EX2CUTIO) 1

warsaw, Mey 1lth: (JeWish Melagaphic Agenoy). :
- The Appeal Court: in Vilna has upheld the sentence of
l1sonment: pessed by the lower court on the
brothers Netesz, the brothers Belevitch, the brothers Kastoro-
witch, and Madame' Tichon, all non-Jews, who were arrested’ for !
. smashing windows in Jewish shops during the November disturbsnces
in Vilna,. ... The Public.Prosecutor hed appehled against the send
.sentences on the.ground that they were:inedequate. ' .
Semashko, ‘& non-Jewish shoemsaker who was séntéficed by
the lower court to tne year's imprisonment (the cese referred.
to in the memorandum of the Council for Jewish Minority Rights)
for smashing windows: in Jewish'shops, also appeared before the
appeal court, which decided to reduce his sentence ;to three

"ISE CEMETVRY DESEC

\TEONS: TN GERMANY.
‘Rerlin, Kay 12th, (Jewish Telegraphic Agency):

- Thirtesn gravestones in the Jewish ceme tery of Dur-
bach have ‘been smashed At Krossen, the synagogue has been
defiled, an inscriFtion being .painted, up on the front of the
synagogue ‘reading "smash thd Jewish pest".  Similar insorij

tlons have been painted on a number of Jewish houses and busi-
ness premises.,. i . R

\
SYNiGOGUZ DESTROYED IN FIRZ''IN ROUNM NI N JEVISH TOYNSHE:
: SCROLLS
Bucharest, hay 12‘th. (Jewish Teie@aphic Agency).
The Jewish township of Lespezli has. been burnt down,
and . the synegogzue has 'been completely destroyed. The Scrolls
ofithe Law were saved with great difficulty. Meny Jewish

houses were ‘burned down, and the damege is estimated at ma:
millions of lei. ’ WnS i

50'0?)0 JMISH ORKFRS IN AMERIGA DECIDE J0 GO ON STRIKE.

Vew. York, Lay 12th; Jewish Telegraphic Agency). - !

. ... The International Ladies Garment 'l‘,‘ork'e‘{'s' Union:meet-
ing.at Philadelphi storday; dacided to call’a‘strike of 303000
cloékworkérs in New York, mostly Jews, on Jure 1st., when the :
existing agreemsnt between the Union.and’ the employers expires.

(NOT FOR PURLICATION \UNL'F‘ S BQ.PFEVI‘(SUS £RRENGEN




