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BAAL CHOFETZ CBATH (}REA‘I‘EST RABBINICAL -AUTHORITY OF: OUR AGE
T CRT “LTC’AI.LTTT&; 9T

y
“arsaw, May 3rd. (Jewish Telsgz‘aphic Aiency). -

ere is great concern in Polish Jewry over u report =
from Radin,—that the venerable Gaon, the Baal Chofetz Chaim;:
Rabbi Israel kieir HaCohen of Radin, who is 91 years of age,
is critically 111 there and in view of his great age is not”
expected to recover. 1{312 .

The Baal Chofetz/ Chaim as he is popularly known
to indicate his authorship of the great work on the Jewish
wey. of 1ife by which'he made his reput:ation, is honoured by
orthodox Jewry thrcughout the world as the éupr'eme rabbinical
authority of the present age.

He has described himself es'a simple .‘Iew " believing.
and following what the Toreh -says, and nothing more’. Fe has
made his home in the small out of the way town-of Radin, not
in any of 'the great centres, -and-has kept himself aimpls, =
meek and humble, and has refused all honours. = -

| He.has never -held an official position as. Rabbi,
and has never taken any payment for his Rebbinical work.
Fe used -to travel over the country, visiting all the Jewish
towns'.and villages, selling his books for whatever he was

but

itinerant bookseller,  All his 1ife he has suppogt;ad himself

by selling things for “his 1living. When he firstisettled in:

Radin he opened a herring shop, end afterwards'a grocery shop,

“and all the Jews of thé town became his customers. When . h

realised that the cther shopkeepers wers -suf fering as a result

of ‘that, he closed his shop, and again took to travelling the N

country with his books. -The"Jews of Radin then asked him to

become their of ficial Rabbi, but he refused to do that. He

has ‘since then repeatedly refused offers of important. .

Rabbinical positionsiin big c'ities.  "hen the Jews of Radin

insisted tHat living em'ong. them he must be ‘their Rebbi; he

accepted the posjtion on two conditions - the first, that'. he

should ‘not receive any salary fromithe {Community, Bnd the

second that his decisions in religidus matters must be obeyed

by all of them, Orice a Radin'Jew refused to obey his judgment,

rendered according to Jewish law,: end the Chofetz Chaim immsdiate-

ly sent back, his contract as Rabbi to the Community, and frow

that timé has held no of ficial.pc t as Rabbi. N
Of the Jewish organ ‘ons the only one.with which

the ‘Chofetz Chaim identified himselfwas the Agudeth Tsrael,

‘because, ts strict adhesion to Jawish law, and he was &

member £ 1 Council. He was great; ¥ sttached at

H was a grsat peacemaker, and-always
endavoured to e peace between Rabbis .and other Jews, and -
he effected the eccnci].iat;ion betWeen the famous Hadsidic
Febbis.of Ger andBelz. -~

The persecution of the

7 ; Rugsia v
has beern-a-great -gour cesiiof -sorr im,.and_he:ha epeahed).v
asked Jewish communities to recite speciai prayers of ‘Anter-

cesgsion in'the synagogues on behalf of the Jews' of Russia-
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New York, Vay 2nd, (Jewish Tel agraphic Agency)
- A decision to convoke a Jewish World Conference in .
Geneva next' July for the purpose of discussing the advisabllity —
of-holding & Jewlsh. World. Congress has been edopted at a =
Conference held here called by the American Jewish Congress and
sttended by representatives of ten nation-wide Jewish' organisa-
tions and 100 New Yorlk Jewish orgenisations.
 Jewish “World Congress, the resolution adopted says,
is an indisnensib}e--requisita for the defence of Jewish rights —
* and the maintehance 'of Jewish morale in all countries: end we
accordingly pledge ourselves to promote the cause of such a
Congress in anticlpation & ag well as during the. course of the
proposed Conference.
Dr. Stephen S. Wise, Honorax'y President ci‘ the
American Jewlsh Congress, im addressing the gathering, said .
that -there were two problems, the problem of Palestine, and
the problem of the Galuth, and it was the problem of the -
Galutk that the projected Jewish World cangress would have to
dealwwith.
‘The purpose of tha Jewish World Congress, the resolu-
‘tion furtker says, is to cope on a world scale with the
attempt now being mede by antisemites in all countries organ-
ised in a world movemeént, to degrade us gnd to undermine our-
existence. The Jewish World Congress, 1t proceeds, willimain-
—.tain an orgenised Jewish world movement .to help to ‘bring about
__political, economic and sociﬂkchange&rwhich will. sge_g then
the position of the Jewish people-in-all-the lands—where they — —

reside, and'also the upbullding of our nationsl -home in Pales-
" tine.

The Conference has endorsed the plan for an Inter-

national Convention to outlaw entisemitism put forward:iby

. Professor: Tedeschij,iof Rome (reported in the J,T.A. Bulletins
_-of February 3rd, and March 29th.).

S.0 In 1927 a Jewish World Conference called on the
initiative of the ‘American Jewish Congress was held at Zm‘ich,
for ‘the protection of minority rights, and Dr. Stephen
%ise.replied there, to '

Chief Rabbi Isracl Levi

who are oppressed +he.:said . “hen we fail ‘to do so, Govern-
ments expect insincerity rather than fearfulness:. \7ith the
. fullest understanding of the seriousness of my word, I main-
- tain in the hearing of the Jewish world that the scabememts
of the heads of the Joint Foreiun Committee of England, the -
hmerican Jewish Comm:\ttee and others are documents of the
Galuth. .

« "The:result. ofgthat Conference
of the Council on 'Jewih ninority Ri ghts by a fusion of
‘activities|of the Committe:
Jewish Committee and severa
Folkists.

RS N/
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. * Lbout the time of the last Zidnist Congress at Basle

in July, the Ameriéan Jewish Congress-also took the :initiative

in holding & preliminary Conference there to make prepﬁr&tionsfv

for the projected Jewigh World Gongress, and it was decided to R
hold a Jewish “orld Cofference next summer (the plan now en-
dorsed by the New York Conference) when official representativs_s

" of Jewish institutions in all parts of the world will be invit-

_ed to atténd in order to drew up'a programme for the Jewish

“orld Congress. i 4 . E

EIY' TONISTS: SEQUEL_TO
TCH'S INAUGURAL LECTURE
TS ADRCT,TO GO T0 PRISON

T HYl

INSTERD T TINE
; , f

erusales, May 2nd. (Jewish Telographic Agency). . .. .

! ,MI‘.yAcheme(iP, who was gelea(:tad leader of the Palestine

Revistonists at the recent-Conferénce in Tel Aviv, has been

sent to prison for! 2l days, haying refused to, pay ine’of £3.,

and tén others put on trial with him to-day for creating a

disturbance during Nr. Norman Bentwich's ineugural-lecture et —

the Hebrew University in February, have been sentenced to

several days! imprisonment or the payment of smell fines.

They have all elected.to go to prison.

GERV:N PRO-PALESTINE COMNTTTEE METTS #ND REAFFIRMS SUPPORT
- OF PLLESTINE ~ORK.

Berlin, May 2nd.. (Jewish Telegraphic Lgency). .
Theé German-Pro-Palestine Committee held its sixth
amuel meeting here to-day. Herr von Kardorff was in the
—chair, in-thé sbsence of Gount Bernstorff, former imbassador: to
Lmerdca;-who is -111l,-end sent-a-message. x
were liinisterial Director Dr. Diechkoff,Pr “Councillor
Prueffer end Legation Councillor Professor Dr. Sobernheim, all -
of the Forelgn Office, &nd Dr. Ruppel, the German member of the
Permanént Mandates Commission of the League of Nations. A '
message was also receive rom Dr. Puender, State=Secretary
to the Prime liinister's Office. \
. Unfortynatelw, I am 111, aHd cennot undertake the
journey to Berlihijto attend our a‘nnha]”meéting, the first I
have ever missed, |Count Bernstorff wroté. I ‘have often- taken
the opportunity to clare myself in public in support of the
great soclal idea of theireconstrucition ofjsPalestine, eand for
that reason. I will now only repeat my avowal briefly, and add
that my interest and participation in ‘the cause have not in any
wey diminished. As/soon as my health pérmits, I hope to con-
tinue to.serve thé cause in the coming years with the same de-
votion as'previcusly. . R
- + . Dr. Dernburg, former Federal kinister of 'the T
presided at a public gathering that followed the annual:
ing held 'in the former Upper Touse of the German, Parliament,
among. those . present being Proféssor Otto Warburg, former .Presid-
ant of theiZionist Organisation. %
v~ Palestine has experienced both good and bad yé@rs,,
Dr. Dernburg said. 1925, wagran upward year, followed by a
period- of erisis which has nbw bsen overcome.. Certain branches’

rior,
t

of agriculture and industry are developing steadily. The Jaffa
Food -

corange 1s conquering “the "world market. Immigrants with a~
deal of capitall are:coming iritoiithe country now not only
Bast Turopean countries but also from the Test a

.

i \ £
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Vopes and prospscts have now become reality. The- great Haifa
Farbour is nearing completion. Palestine has ‘become & =
great centre on the air route to. the East. The Rutenberg works
“are- supplying electric 1ight-and power to_the whole country.
““Palestine 1s being built, end there is a, direct connection
between this. upbuilding and the solution of the Jewish guestion.
. Count Bernstorff has been re-elected President of
* the German Pro-Palestine Committee, and Herr Heinrich Sahm, the
_Lord Nayox- of .Berlin, ex-Ambassador Dr. Solf, and Herr Leo
“gimon, one of ‘the leading Jews in Germany, have accepted mem- N
ber’;ﬂip of - the™ Committee :

JW LPPOINTED MINBER OF ROUMANIAN GOVERNTNT ECONOKIC! COUNGIL:
/- ER. LAZAR RZRGULIS P PWW’NT‘Z”GNT&‘;’DI D_MEMBER OF -

JEVTSH AGENCE COUNOIT.

Bucharest, Nay 2nd. (szishgTelsgraphic Agency).
Mr. Lazar Margulls,/one of the Zionist 1eaders in o
Roumania and a member of the Council of the Jewish Agency, has
. _been sppointed by the Government as & member of the
. constituted Roumanian . Government Economic Councilw
</ The appointment has given immense sa\;isfaction to
koumanian Jewry, not only becagse of  the honour paid to a Jew,
but because the presence of a Jewish representative is regarded
as an important safeguard: against entisemitlc tendoncies in
the work of the Council, which will be’ responsibleifor ail
future legislation rslatins to-economic life. No. law cen now
bs ‘adcpted by Parliament or by Government decree, relating to .
oconomic 1ife without having been first submitted for considera-
tion to the new Caincil.’ The Couricil consists of 25 members,
and in effect is the Cabinet on Economic Affairs. . The other
— - ——members—ofthe Council include the Minister of Finance,
T W. Argstoianu;j the Ministor—of -Trade-and—Indust: —=Vasilescu—
Karpen, the Minister of. Agriculture; M:’ Jonesou S esti, and the
inister of Tabour N—V‘alcoviciqftha “ex-Minister of E_‘;Lnance,; .
#+ N, Antonescu;:.the ox-Minister of Trade and Industry, M. Madgearu;
the. ex~#inister of Agriculture, M.:Mihalache, and seyeral other
s ex-Yinisters, and leading Univeraity proféssors-.
M. Margulis has also been appolnted as one of the two
4—} . Rapporteurs to the ccuncil dealing with industx‘y.

= EQUY:NILN NAZI PARTY FORMALLY CONSTITUTED.

- Bucharest , Niay - 2n (Jewish ‘Telegraphic Agency).

. ounmanian Nezi- Party has been formally “constituted -
‘ this weel;~Senator Stdlan Tatarescu,’a.brother of M. Tatarescu,”
 former Under-Secretar: to thei kinistry of the Interior, who was
in charge of the 1nves igations into:.the Oradeo-Mare pogrom
-in 1927, and was ‘at ‘the time accused of having helped to organise
it, presided at' the inaugural meeting., : The new Party will
issue an of ficlal organ, -which will start publication on the
15th. inst. |

NotHing ‘emerged at the meéb:\ng to indicate whsthﬂr the

new Party is of a -definitely entisemitic character, and whether
it will, as has been reported, serve in fact as & new\ channel
for the activities of .the ;ﬁipp’nsssad Iron Guard organi;ation.




