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JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMITTEE ACTIVITIES ’I‘O CONTINUE: DSGISION
~ T EDOPTED AT NE"” YOFK CONFERGNCE: CONDITIO! N__TN—HIST- EURO-

‘N_JE T NO" THEN DURING W7 R _PEE-

0DS DR, BSRNPZRD K:AN DECLARES JU,

WENORY HONOURED: TRIBUTES DALD BY PR

'm*fr‘—mmh TR AN END FEDIX M.

New fork, ar. 28th. (Jewish Telegraphic Bghney ).
[ The activities of the Joint Distribution Committee
of America are to be continued, it was decided at the annual
meeting of the National Council of the Joint Distribution
Comnittee held yesterday &t the Hotel Pennsylvania here,
attended by 30C delegates from all parts of the country.
. - Reports were presented to the Conference by :r.
Joseph C. Hyman, the Secretary of the Joint Distribution
Comnittee, and by Dr. Bernhard Xahn, the Zuropean. Director
of the Joint Distribution Committee, who indicated that the
conditions in East European Vevry are nowworge than they
were during the war and post-war perieds.

The- Joint\Distribution Committee has been re-organ-
ised in a National Council consisting of 475 members, with
48 directors and 15 Executive members.

dMr. Paul Baerwald, who was Treasurer since the
i inception of the Joint Listribution Committee, has been

elected Chairmap in succession to kr. Felix . “arburg, who
has become Honorary Chairman, lr. James N. Rosenberg has
been elected Treasurer and ¥r. Joseph C. Hyman Secretary. .
) - Addresses were delivered by Dr. Cyrus Adler, Presid-
of the American Jewish Committee and Chairmen of the
"dministrative Committee of the Jewish Agency, by ir. B. C.
Vladek, the Chairman he american Folk-0,R.,T. Urganisa-
tion and Nanager of the Jewish daily "Forwards”, kr. k. Hell-
man, Rabbi Jonah B. ™ise, and ¥r. David A. Brown.

. The memory of the late lr. Julius Rosenwald, the
great humanitarian, who was one of ‘the chief benefactors of
the ‘Joint Distribution Committee, was hormoured by the gather- ~
ing. liessages were received from President Foover and from
Licut-Governor Lehman of New York State, expressing deep
appreciation of kr. Rosenwald's 111‘e-work.

kr. Paul F. Warburg read a statement by his father,
¥r. Felix . “afburg, paying tribute to Lr. Rosenwald's great
humanitarian work and gpirit.

Addresses were also delivered by the Rev. R. Fos-
dick and other speakers.

o The question whether the Joint Listribution
Committee which was- ~founded -as a war-time emergency organisa-
tion shculd continue a$ a;permanent organisatmn has, been
under consideration for several years. In 1927 kr. Folix i,
Warburg, writing to & Jewish paper in imerica which had urged
the Joint Distribution Committee to constitutéon itself as a
‘permare nt body, said: : F
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The proposition that the Joint should become a
permanent body is very interesting and has come from a number
of gides. I have stated at a number of meetings my opinion
that the time has come when the Joint, created as an organisa-
tion for the relief of war sufferers, should go out of existence
as such, but I expressed at. the same time the hope that a body,
gimilarly democratically organised, should succeed it, perhaps
under the aegis of the Amebldan Jewish Committee, which is pro-
bably the most respedted representative Jewlsh organisation in
the United States. This latter Committee stated that it was
not in a position to teke over this work, but a number of other
suggestions have been made which may or may mot modify the
scheme touched upon above. . 1

“hile it 1s very flattering to have this demand come
from a number of sides, I personally do not bellewve in self-
appointed committecs, which feel that they have the right to
speak for Jewry at large. I believs that the mandate of the
Joint Distribution Committee to relieve war sufferelrs h&s been
fiiled.to quite an oxten®, but there are, of course, innumer-
able things which Amsricen Jewry can do; not only city-wide,
state-wide or even United States-wide, but our interest in the
Jewish community abroad must be kept alive until the waters
abroad have become calmer and, to use tho popular language of
the day, until they can paddle their own canoes without any
danger of their being upset in the rough seas of political up-
heaval which still exist abroad.

Was Liquidated Fight Years kgo But Resumed Activities ~fter
Only Oneé Year Of Semi-Liquidation Becauge Of Urgent Need
I %uasia knd” Kastern, kurope Generally.

The Joint Distribution Committee, which was organis-
ed in November 1914 as a war-time relief body to distribute
the funds received by the Americsh Jewish Relief Committee,
the gentral Committee for the Relief of Jews Suffering through
the 'War and the Peop¥sts Relief Committee, was not intended at
the outset to be & permanent organisation. Steps were according-
ly teken early in 1924 to liquidate its activities. The «whole
of the work of the Joint Listribytion Committee in Russia was
to have Wéen liquidated by April/lst., 1924, when Dr. Joseph
Rosen, then Director of the Qint's Reconstruction activity in
Russia, and now heed of the/AgPojoint, was to have left Russia.
The late Dr. Boris B, Bogen, the Director of the relief activi-
ty in Russia for the Joint Distribution Committee, closed his
Department and returned to kmerica. Before leaving Russia,
Dr. Bogen dis wributed 200,000 dollars among the-relief institu-
tions which had been set up and mainteined b; the Joint, which
was to represent the final sum allocated for relief work in
Russia ., Errangements were also mede to liquidate the work of
the' Joint Distribution Comnittes in Poland. In April 1924,
the Joint's: of fices in+Poland were closed down and its archives
were transferred to the Zuropesn headquarters which are in
charge of Dr. Bernhard Kahn.

The Joint-Ica-Reconstruction Foundation was establish-

T ed i 1924 in.arder to “take over the work of reconstruction pre-

viously conducted by the Joint Distritution Committee.

Af'ter only one year“of .semi-liguidation, however,
the .Joint Distribution Comrit tee decided in iay 1925, in
view of the urgent need in Fussia and. Bastern 3 rope generally,
to restart its relief activity . « fr. Felix . ¥arburg, the
Chairman of the Joint Listribution Commit tee, issued a, state-

" 'ment explaining that unhappily the hope which had been held in?‘

smerica that conditions in Eastern Zurope would improve-had not
been realised, .. - -




J.T.A . BULLF TIN. “ 3 - © T Bo/3/52:

In February 1929 the dquestion came up again, the
Joint Distribution Cormittee holding & referendum among a
hundred thousand of 1ts contribhtors and cempaign leaders,
asking them to say whether the Joint Distribution Committee
should continue to exist after December 1st., 1929.

96 per cent. of the teplies received in the re-
ferendum declared that the work of the Joint Distribution
Committee must go on.

) This was also the sense of the Conference of the
Joint Distribution Committee held in New York in Nay 1920, at
which a resolution to this effett was adopted, and a Re-
organisation Committee was appointed to draft a new constitu-
tion and methods of operation fbr the Joint Distribution
Commit tee so that the forms adhered to in 1914, when the
emergency war need existed, shold be replacod by a Tore
permanent and, "more orderly method", and the abolition of
the three different con/stituenb bodies, the American Jewish
Relief Committee, the Céntral Relief Committee and the
People's Pellef Commiitee.

The National Council of the Joint Distribution
Commit tee was formed last year to direct the relief and
economic and social roconstruction work of the Joint Dis tri-
bution Committee, and the present 1s the first annudal meet-
ing of the National Committee since its formationi

TEL_AVIV %N FETE FOR MACCABIADE: TOYN IN HOLIDAY MOOD:
- SFOPS_AND_GARS ED WIT ONT ATS:
LCCAB AUTE S T PLLESTINE IN THESE °
T oﬂ%msiﬁﬂ ‘TﬁEEZ%% 5 ggg
TTEND MACCABIADE RECEPTIONI P_PRESEN TED
ALERICA TO BEN YEHUDA GIVEN BY H TIDOT_AS TROPHY
CABIADE WINRER. -
Je&salem, ar, 28th. (Jewish Telegraphic Agency).
Tel Aviv is in brilliant holiday mood to-day for the
@ening of the World lMaocabiade Jewish Sports Festival. Eoises,
shops and cars are decorated with Zionist flags and with' '

.‘vaccabggn\symbols. The Hebrew papers hail the liaccabiade in
their editorials as encoura/gijl_g_ Palestine Jewry and all Jewry

in these hard times.

A tarchlight procession organised by the Palestine
i.accabee Organisation was held last night in Tel iviv in
honour of the thousands of visitors who have arrived from all
over the world to attend the laccabliade. L big reception,
attended by over 5,000 people was held afte‘rwaf‘ds at the Beth
Am, at whieh Mr. Mayer Dizengoff, the “ayoy of Tel Aviv, Dr.

 Selig Brodetsky, member of the Jewish Agency Executive, and

lilss Henrletta Szold, spoke in welcome, and kir. Lelewel, the
President of the Maccabee “'orld Organisation, and kKr. Nadar,
the leader of the Palestine Haccabee, replied, declaring that
by physical strength and love for Palestine all Jewish Giffi-
onlties will be overcome. -

: ¥rs. Ben Jehudah, the widow of the famous Hebrew

. 1ex§.cographex‘, has given to the kaccabee'‘'iorld Organisation

‘the silver cup which was presented by the imerican Young
Judea Organisation to the late r. Ben Jehudah when he return-
ed to Palestine in 1919, and .the cup will be awarded. to the
winner of “the present ™orld ¥eccablads.
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JZVISH NATTION/L_FUND s PPEALING TO PR PPIVY COUNCIL AGAINST
= REFUSAT, T0 ORANT IT EX‘NPTION Fi INCOWE TAX: WILL BE
REPREGENTED BY MR. NOPL- T E N'l‘ TR

Jerusalem, Mar. 28th. (Jewish Telegraphic hgency).
¥r. Normen Bentwich, former Attorney-General for
Palestine, who is now ™eizmann Professor of International
Peace at the Hebrew University, will appear for the Jewlsh
National Fund before the Privy Gouncil, the highest court
in the Empire, when 1t hears the appeal of the Jewish
National Fund against the judgment of the Appeal Court con-
firming the deoision of the Income Tax Commissioners that
the Jewish National Fund should not be exempted from income,
tax on the ground that it is not a charity. The appeal ig
expented to be heard by the Privy Council during April.
o Sir John Simon, the present Foreign Minilster,
appeared for the Jewish National Fund when the case was
heard by the Appeal Court iast May. The appeal~tfurned on
the refusal of the Inland Revenue Commissioners to grant the
Fund exemptlon on the interest of £32,000 consolidated stock
owned by it and remrecenting donatlons.
. There was no question, Sir John Simon sald, that
the Association did not - and could not by 1ts Constitution -
make any proflts. The question was whether or not the case
wag one which justified the application of the phrase "charit-
able purposes”, and the four divisions which'/they had to con=-
sider were: Trusts for the relief of poverty; trusts for the
adveancement of education; trusts f the advancement of relig-
ion; trusts for other purposes beneficial f£o the community not
falling under any of_ the preceding heads. the organisation
received the offorings of Jews in various parts of the world,
and considerable sums camé into its hands. Its objects, as
members of the Jewish faith most stoutly maintained, were de-
finitely peligious, in view of tie fact that it was “an essen-
tia)f part of the Jewish faith and a fundamental tenet of the
Jewish religion that—they should assist the settlement of Jews
in the Holy Land. That was regarded by good Jews as a defins
ite part of their religious duty, and that was the main pur-
‘pose for which thie money had been used.
~—The Master of the Rolls, in giving judgment, said
that: the objects for which the Association was egtablished,
set out in the memorandum, Nvexy wide. It could build,
control and superintend railways, factories and workshops;
purchase, develop, deal with amd turn to account mines,
minerals, ahd preclous stcnos; purchase ‘and acquire any personal
property; purchase ‘and carry on businesses s;itanle for the

purposes of the Association and acquire conce¢ssions in the re=~
presented roglon.
He agreed with Mr. Justice Rowlatt (againsc whose
;]ndgmenb the appeal was brought) on the question of religion.
The' promotion of religion meant the promotion of spiritual ' .
teaching in a wide sense and the maintenance of the doctrine
upon which it rested and the observance which served to prom-
ote and manifest it; not merely a foundation or cause to which -
it could be relatod. Religion, as such, found no place in
the yiemorandum of the Association. Ther'e were some items
in the details. exhibited' in the case of expenditure upon
schools, but in his judgment theé Association failed to estab-
lish that it fulfilled the requirements under the hesd of
education..
2 4
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The issoclatlon was not established for religious

or educational purposes only, and similarly he found that
the relief of poverty did not fit the purposes of the Associa-
tion. It was true. that a scheme which dealt with settling -
Jews upon land in a new country, away from unhappy surround-
ings, might be interpreted as mitigating poverty and as being
of service to persons in need and distress. He, however,
agreed with Mr, Justice Rowlatt that it was not the improve-
ment of the positilon of poor Jews and their famlilies which

- was the characteristic purpose of the Assoclation; 1t was
rather the repopuiation of the Koly Land and other land in
a wide area around, so that once more the population of that
district might be Jewish. That was the aim and primary ob-
Ject of the Association.

. A careful survey of the principles to be applied,
the liaster of the Rolls added, led him to the conclusion
that the Commissioners were right inlaw and that the judg- '
ment of Mr. Justice Rowlatt must be upheld. The yearly in-
terest received by the fssocietion upon this fund could not
be held to form part of the income of a body of persons or
trust established for charitable purpcses only. .

Lord Justice Lawrence and Lord Justice~Shessér

) _agreed, s

. The Jewish National Fund immediately stated to the
J.T.A. when the judgment was handed down at the time that it
intended taking the matter further. The Fund, it is under-
stood, 18 concerned partioularly with the principle on which
its claim for exemption from income tax is based, and is
specially interested in obtaining & ruling in regerd to future
contributions and chiefly legacies, in view of the heavy
claims of death duties.

o \ . .
JEWISH DEPUTY DESCRIBED BY ROUMANIAN PREMIER AS "YORST
= n—'ﬁm: Ti ST R

EMITE": D P Y REFUSED INFORMATION ON JASSY
DISTURBANCES TO DE EWT‘%"P TENDAU BECAUSE DE FEARED HIS PRES-
ENCE IN JASSY MICHT PROVOKE FURTHZR TROUETE PROFESSOR

- JORGE_SEYS .

i S
Buchi)reac, liar. 28th. (Jewish Telegraphic sgency) .
) People liks—Deputy Landau are the worst antisemites,
Professor Jorga, the Prime hinister; said in Parliament to- «

) day, when he read out a report on the recent disturbances 4n
“Jassy ‘from the Prefect of Jassy. The Prefect had refused to
agive any-information about the occurrences to Deputy Landau
when he was in Jassy investi t%m; the matter, the Premier ex-
plained, because he was afr-af%\ hat Deputy Landau's presence
in Jassy might provoke further trouble. .

- The Culture House in Jassy, from which the members
of -the -Iron Guard marched out when they started the disturbances,
and Jassy University have both been reopened, although Pro-.
fissoé’\ Jorga, .1t 1is stated, demanded that the/y should be kept
closed. 7 -

ROWGANIAN GOVEPNMENT PAYS OUT PROMISED SUBSIDIFS TO JEISH
- . - COMWMUNIT IE

Bucharest, Mar. 28th. (‘Jewish Telegraphic Agency).”
The liinistry of Finance has at last paid out a sum

of 1,600,000 .1ei of the Government subsidy promised for the

year 1931 towards meeting the needs of the Jewish Communities’

in Roumania. The sum has been paid over to Dr. W. Filderman,

tho President of the ¥ederation of Jewish'Comwunities in 01d

Roumania, who will transmit their share to the J:wish Comr~uni-

ties in the provinces of Bukovina, Transylvania and Bessarabia.
The Government's action in paying over the promised

subsidy has glven rise to a groat deal of satisfuction anong

.the Jewish pooulation, mirticularly at the prosent time of lg

economic ecrisis when the Jewish Communities ars in serious ¥

—finenctel-difficulties. - - [

\
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A

FAMOUS YIDDISH POET <ND CULT!
DIES_IN CZERNO™:

Bucharest, Mar. 28th. (Jewish Telegraphic Agency).

©liezer Steinberg, the outstanding Yiddish poet
and oultural worker in Roumania, has died at Czernowitz at
the age of 62 af ter an operatim for appendicitis.

Eliezer Steinberg was born in Bessarebia in a
Hassidic family. He was & stepson of Jehudah Steinberg,
the great Yiddish writer, who died in 1908, and who was
his father's btrother.

In 1919 he waa called to Czernowltz to take
over the leadership of the Yiddish cultwral activity which
was- started in CGreater Roumania. FHe was an indefatigable
propagandist for the Yiddish language and Yiddish culture.

He founded a Yiddish studio Theatre in Czernowitz, and N
travelled all over Roumania lecturing on Yiddish culture and
Yiddish langhage, and on the Jewish political situation in
Roumania.

In 1928, he went to Brazil, on the invitation of
the Bdminiqtrumra to tako charge of the work o he Yiddish
school in Rio de Janeird.

His fables and his children's verses are considered
among the finest in the Yiddish language. , He also worked
on a number of Biblical subjects ard folk legends. Fis best
¥nown work in this fleld ig "Father /braham", a dramatised
legend in four acts, and his "Rabbi of Berditchev" is one
of the first attempts at a Yiddish opera. Ys also adapted
for the stage Perstz's "Night In The 0ld harket Place" and
"The Golden Chain'.

Steinberg was a fierce antagonist of the cult of
}Tebraism, but he wgs well acquainted with the language and
wrote a good deal in it, publishing children's tales and
poems in Hebrew. One of /his Hebrew selections was published
in 1920 by the Zionist Federation in Bucharest. He also trans-
lated a volume of old and new Hebrew 1literature into Yiddish,
“end introduced a new method of s udying Hebrew through the
msd‘vm of Yiddish.

DEATH OF CHONEN INIKES PUBLISHER OF "MINIKES YOM TOV ELWTTL‘R"
T EN ERA IN VIDTISH LiTERATURE.

‘New York; dar. 28th. (Jewish Telegraphic Agency).
Chonen Jacob Min;WIm publisher for over 30
years of the femous "Ninik om Tov Bletter", which appeared
before each Jewish holiday and provided the most popular read-
ing matter for the Yiddish-speaking masses in fmerica, died at
the Reth Israel Hospital here yesterday.
Kinikes was born in Vilna 65 years agow He stud-
. ded at 'the world-famcus Yeshibah at Voloszhi, {1 where he
became acquainted with the late S. L. ZiLron, the. Hebrew
writer .and former editar of the "Hazman® ' . who died in .
1930. - After some time he went to Germeny, where he became
‘e follower of Rebbi Isrsel Salanter and of Dr. Ezriel Hildes-~
heimer. . In Berlin he founded the Febrew Union "shavath Zion",
and was in correspondence with Peretz Smolenkin, who published
hs first articles. Fo was also an active worker in the
“Bhelter which was founded in Berlin by the Hilfsverein 6er
deutschen Juden for the pogrom refugees from Fussia.
In 1888 ¥inikes went to America, where he beca-ne
. connected with the Yiddish Theatre. Ee also took a verr
prominent part in the organisation of. the Jewish trades
unions 'in Amerioca, and was active.in Various Jewish philanthropic
énd cultural institutions, but principally in the I. L. peretz |
* Yidaish- v~r1tsrs‘ or.vanisation. P
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He was best known, however, for his "Minikes Yom
Tov Bletter", which sterted publication in 1807, and consti-
tute ‘an era in Yiddish literature. The publication hed a
circulation of as much as 30,000 copies, and it contained
contributions by practically all the beat-known Yiddish
writers throughout the world. Minikes himself wrote and
published a great deal, articles, stories and translations.
In 1916 he published an Album of Yiddish writers in imerica
whoss work had appeared in his "Bletter"'.

DR, ALKALAY FEAD OF JEWISH COMMUNITY IN_JUGO-SLAVIA ATTAINS
" 7TOTH. BIRTHDAY

Belgrade, Nar. 28th. (Jewish Telegraphic Agency).

Dr. David aAlkalay, one of the leading figures in
Jugo-Slavlan Jewry, celebrated to-day his 70th. birthday. :
Messages of congratilation have poured in on him from Jews
and non-Jows all over the country, amd his admirers have
conmemorated the occasion by inscribing his name ‘in the Golden
Book of the Jewlsh National Fund.

Dr. #lkalsy was born in, Belgtrade. He-sfydied in
Vienna snd Tuebingen, and -took up law. He was the first
Jewlsh advocate in Serbia, with a doctorate degree. Fe was
for 17 years at the head of the Sephardic Community in Bel-
grade, which he re-organised and adapted to modern conditions.
He founded many of the principal Jewish welfare institutions,
and 1t was owing to him that the new Sephardic Synagogue in
Belgrade was Brected, which was opened by the late King Peter
the Great. ot

Dr. Alkalay has been a prominent figure in the
Zionist movement since its foundation. He was & member of the
Jewish Student Union "Kadimah" in Vienna, which was the first
Jowish group to accept the idsas which Dr. Her%l laid down in
his "Jewish State". He wag one of Dr. Herzl's collaborators,
he ‘at tended the First Zionist Congress in Basle, and was a
member of the first Actions Committee. Dr. Herzl immortalised
him ag. "Herr Aladino" in his "0ld-New Land". He wes also one
of thg founders of the Jewish Colonial Trust, and he organised
the flirst laccabiade im—Serbia. Since 1924, Dr. Alkalay has
been President of the Jugo-Slavian Zionist Federatiom., It .
was on his initiative that the movement was started in 1930, for

fdlanting the King Peter Forest in Palestine.

. ~Bry, klkalay plays also & very distinguished part in
the general political -and cultursl-life of Belgrade. He has
been deocorated with the Order,of’ the Jugo-Slavian Crown, and
has received many other distinctions. .
The Alkaleys are an old Sephardic family, who left

Spain at the fime of the Expulsion in 1492 and came to Belgrade
by way of Salonica and Saréjevo. A famous meyxbekof the
flami{ly was Rabbi Judah Ben Solomon Fai Alkalay, who died in
1878 at the age of ¢0, and who was one of the /precursors of the
Zionlst tovoment . We was Rabbl in Zemlin, in Crosatia, where
Dr. Herzl't parents afterwards lived, In his work "Goral la-
Adonai™ pubiished in Vienna in 1857, he urged the restoration
of the Jews,suggesting the formation of a Joint Stock Company °
to induce the Sultan to cede Palestine to the Jews. as a
tributory country. :

$
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