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Taheran, Dec. 30th. (Jewish Telegraphic igenoy).

After being kspt in prison for more than five years,
.Y, 3hmel Yeheskel Faim, who was the Jewish representativs
in the (Medjlis) Persian Parliament, (The Jews are entitled
under the Persian Constitntion to have one Deputy in pariia-
ment) has been executod this week, it is learned to-day, on
a charge of having been implicated in a conspiracy against
the 1life of the Shean.

Deputy Haim was first arrested in Nay 1926; he was
soon after released, but he was rearrested in October of the
same yoar, and had been kept in prison t1ll his oxecution
now, in spite of repeated intervention made on his behalf by

. the-Zionist Executive, who had in kay 1926 appointed him on
the nomination of the Zionists of Teheran as the representa-

« tive of the Zionist Organisation in Persia in matters relat-
ing to Jewish imnigration to Palestine.

“hen Deputy Halm was arrested in October 1926,

'y it was alleged that documents had been secured by the police
showing that elaborate plans had been made to do .away with
the Shah, the Crown Prince; many high military officers and
somo members of Parliament, with the simultaneous seizure of
Teheran and the formation of a new Government. The plot was
so well arranged, it wes claimed by the authorities, that it
would probably have been successful if a timely discovery had
not bsen made. .
4 few days after the arrest, a report reached
Bughdad and Jerusalem that Deputy Haim had been executed.
It was explained by competent Jewish personages in these
places who had been in touch with lir. Faim that he was an
ardent Jewish politiclan, who had been constantly protegtin,
©s-a.Jjew against the Government's persecution of the Persignh
Jows,: and that he was also an active Zionist, and it was
argued that it was probably more on account of his activi-
ties in these direotions that he had been arrested. The
Porsian Jews contended that he was innocent of the crime with
which he was charged, and that the Government was only
anxious to get him out of the way because 'of his stand on
LoLplf of the-Jews of the-country. -
. The report that he had been exeocuted, was denied &
few days later, and it was explained that the authorities
had decided at thé eleventh hour to spare his life, but since
no. publlc announcement of this deeision hed been made, the
© Jewish ,camuniby had,_thought hat the sentence had been carried

outy' - ; . .
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‘Whon 1t was found that lir. ¥dhm had not yet been
executed, the Zlionist Executivs again made encorgetic repre
gsentations in the proper quarters.with a view to saving his
life, and if possible seouring his release. - The representa-
tions were, however, without avail, and efforts which the
Zicnist Organisation made later through the British Consul
to try to obtain his release on condition that he would be
allowed to emlgrate to Palestine also failed.

?T.«eague of Nations Could Not Have Taken Cognisance Of Any
Complaint irom Deputy Helm.

It has been stated that kr. Haim's real offence
was that as a member of the Persian Parliament he had
addressed & letter to the League of Nations complaining
bitterly of tie treatment- of the Jews in Persia. The League
of Nations, 1t was said, had addressed an enquiry on the
subject to the Persian.Government, wherqupon the Shah sent
for Deputy Faim and demanded that he should write to the
League of Nations and state that everything had bgen put
right. Deputy Faim agreéed to do this.on two conditions.
The first was that the Chief of Police should be dismissed,
an¢ the second that the oppression of the Jews in Persia
should really be stopped. The Sheh resented these demands,
especially, it was stated,' as the Chief of Police is a closo
relative of His Majesty, and Deputy Haim was thrown into
prison and sentenced to death for conspiracy.

Deputy Shmuel Yeheskel Haim was then a young man
of about 35, so that he was now at the time of his execution
about 40 years of age. He was a native of Kermanshah, near
the frontier of Iraq, and was educated in the schools of the
&lliance Israelite Universelle. During the war he .worked
for the British Political Office in Persia, and he came to
Teheran when the British forces loft Persia.

Fe was put into Parliement by the Jews of Persia
in place of Dr. Loghmen, a Teheran physiclan, who was the
first Jewish representative in the Medjlis, after the proclama-
tion of the Constitution. One Jew among-120 Moslem Deputies,
it was complained, hé sat down end made no attempt to raise
the Jewish question, to protest against the unlawful taxation
imposed upon the Jews in the Provinces, to demand that
murderers of Jews who are time and again allowed to go free
should be punished, that the laws which have at various times
been passed in favour of Jews should not be allowed to remain a
dead letter:. Finally, the Jews d&eposed him and put Deputy
Faim into his place, and Deputy Haim started.’a vigorous re-
organisation campaign of the Jewish Communities, school
committaes, ralief committees and the Zionist Committee.

After his arrest, a prominent Persian Jew wrote
of' the position of his fellow-Jews in Persia - Moppressed,
persecuted, treated with contempt end ignored in their own
country, the Jows of Persia have been almost forgotten by
the Jewries of the world, and left to their fate. No one
knows of them, or cares for them, and they themselves have
lost the power and the energy to do anything for themselves.
Pejjslan Jewry hes become a backwater in Jewish 1ife",

o The League of Nations Office in London discredits N
» on enquiry by the J.T.A., the suggestion that Deputy
Faim's arrest was brought about as a result of the League of
Mations addressing an enquiry to the Persian Government on
the subject of a letter sent by him to the League complaining -
bitterly of the treatment of the Jews .in Persias -
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The League of Fations Officc states that it has nc
reccrd of the League receiving any communication frem Doputy
aim, and in any cese the League could not hava teken any
ccgnirance of such a comrunication from him, hed it been re-
ceived, since Persie 1s neither a mandated territory, nex
beund by the provisions of the bilnorities Treaties.

If it is true that his arrest was on account of a
comrunication which he sent to the Lsague of Nations, it is
suggested that the comrunication might have been interwepted
by the .autheritles in the post, but the League of Nations
covld not have taken up the matter of his complaint.

Tko Position OF Te Jews In persia.

. Persia, once in the ferefront of Jewish 1life, .
with a Jewish Queen, who figures among the heroines of
Jewish histcry, and the happy deliverance of its Jewish popu-
lation as the result of her interventlon, aided by the wise
Jewish statesman, Nordecal, forminz the subject of world-
wide annual Jewish rejoicing, 1s to-day a country where the
condition of the Jewish population-is deplorebdle, a Jewish

otserver in Persia wrote recently.

Numbering all told about 60,000 souls, the Jewish
comnuaity in Persia lsads a 1ife of continual harassment and
affliction, he wrote. Surrounded by a vast ocean of Mohamed®
anism, the Jews are looked down upon as something inferior
and sscond rate.

The standard of Jewish education is low. Thners ere
no Jewish religious schools and no iledrashim in Persia. The
only Jewish religious knowledge is what is taught in the -
elementary schools -'a little reading of the Torah and the
study of Rashl for a few hours in the weéek, including oral
translation into Psrsian, he continued.

The only Jewish.schools in Persia are those of the
Alliance Ifsraelite Universelle - all elementary achools, ex-
isting in Tehsran, Hamadan, Shiraz, Isfahan and one or two
other large cities. At first they were almost entirely
supported by the Allience, the local Jewish communities con-
trivuting ‘a small sum annually. The Alliance fed and clothed
the children-and supplied them with books.

The Alliance has done a great deal of important
work on behalf of the Jews of Pérsia. Its schools have in-~
stilled a certain amount of educatio: among them, which they
would Jdtherwise not have had. And it has prepared the way
for those who wish to follow up their studies by enrolling in
non-Jewish secondary schools, where they have to pay heavy.
feos, but afterwards, when thay have graduated, they are
able to take up important and highly paid positions.

. The Jews of Persia have lived in the country for
over two thousand years. The majority of them are the de-
soendants ‘of those -Jews who were content with oconditions in
Persia at the time of the restoration of the Second Temple
by Ezra and stayed in the country, or of those who were taken
to Persia after the destruction of “the Second Temple. But
for centuries their condition has veen pitiable, and for

_centuries- they have wen looking forward with yearning to a
return. to Palestine. They are oonstantly subjected to -per -
secution and ill-breatment by their Moslem fellow-citizens,
and ‘muu?c;-as have been frequent.in the past. - R -

B iIn the army the Jews &re not allowed to serve in
any except the lowest ranks, and in meny of the higher
schools” only Moslems are admitted. -
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In “eshed, there ars also a large number of larranos,
Jav3, who, because of the persecution have outwardly adoptsd
Islan, he concluded. ’ .

In 1929, however, a report was published in Paris,

“which said that the legal, political and eoconomic condition

of the Jows 'in Persia had greatly improved since the inaugura-
tion of the-new regims. The Jews, who before the new consti-
tutional era ware treated 1ixs helots, bsing oppressed and
maltreated, and barred from all but the lowest types of occupa-
tion, it said, are now under the new Constitution and with
tho advantages of .the big economic progress which Persia has
made since the war, able to engage in more honourable pro- .
ressions. Jewish merchants have erected big modern business
houses in the main strsets of Teheran, and act as middlemen
in promotinz trade with Furope. Jews are establishing print-
ing presses. Large number of Jews, aré doctors and apothe-
carios. There are many Jews who are engaged in artisanship,
sspecially in tailoring, and Government positions are also
onen to Jews. The wealthier Jews are leaving the ghetto of
Msheren and settling in the European quarters. Jewish chil-
érsn attend the Persian and foreign secondary and high schools.
Under the Constitution, the Persian Jew cnjoys the same
rizhts and privileges as any other Persian citizen, with the
sole exception, that like every non-koslem, he camct become
a member of the Government. Since consoription was intro-
“uced, young Jews serve in the army, which was previously
closed to Jews.

Rabbi Kornfeld, who was United States iiinister to
Persig until 1924, told the J.T.A. in New York when he re-
“urned at the end of his period of office that with regard
to the economic condition of the Jews of Persia, they were
neither better nor worse off than the non-Jews. The majority
o £ the 80,000 Jews in Persia, he said, earn their livelihood
by peddling,merchandise of all sorts from house to house, or
working as artisans at trades such as carpet-weaving, woodwork,

-ete. But the country suffers from lack of industrial devel-

opment, so that, the Jews as well as- the non~Jews are necessar-
11y confined to 2 limited number of occupations. Conversion
to Mohamedanism, which was greatly in vogue in past years, had
of late been dporeasing steadily, and occurs to-day very
rarely, Rabbi Kornfeld said, attributing this to the influence
£ the Alliance Israelite, which he said was doing a wonderful
werk for the Persiasn Jews. T™e Persian Jews, he added, are
ontrusiestic believers in Palestine.

The work of the Zionist Federation in Persia, which
rac been interrupted for several years since the arrest of -

.Leputy Haim, was resumed in Januery 1929, following a visit

naild to the cowmtry by kr. J. Kopelowitz, of Palestine.
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VR, N2EUE SOKOLOV_ARRIVES IN ANERICA.

Womw York, Deoc. 29th. (Jewish Telegraphic Agenoy).

¥r. Nahum Sokolov, the President of the Zionist
“orld Organisation and the Jewish Agency, Sir Norman ingell,
who will address a number of meetings on behalf of the
Yaren Hayesod Campeizn in the United States which Lr. Sokolov V
is neading, and Rabbi leir Psrlin, the leader of the iLizrachi
"orld Organisation, arrived to-day on board the “iajestic”.
Thsy were met at the piler by Rabbl Dr. Stephen 8. ™ise, Judge
Julian ".-lack, kir. Emanuel Nsuman, and ixr. Robert Szold.

Speaking with the Jowish Telegrephlc Agency repre-
sentatiwe, iMr. Sokolov said that the inner situation in the
Zionist ranks has been consolidated, but the rekhabilitation
of the Pelestine work has besen greatly affected as a result
of the economic world crisis.

Sir Norman Angell said to the J.T.A, representative:
If thers is anything in the principls of nationalism, I
camnot understand vhy the world should not give the Jews en
opportunity to be a part of the chain of nationalities in the
world.

Rabbi ieir Berlin, who has just returned from
Zouth Africa, where he spent saveral months in propaganda
work, told the J.T.A. representative that he had found anti~
semitic sentiments evident in South Africa and gaining in
power, and the Jews are affected by the crisis there no less
than in the Huropean countries.

POLISF RIVISIONISTS #PPROVE CALAIS AGRN:

ENT OF REVISIONIST
EXuCUTIVE COMMITTZY BY 1354 VOTHS Al TSHCE

AINST 14: CONFET

CONCEUDED . V
“¢reaw, Dec. 30th. (Jewish Telegraphic agenoy).
' The Conference of the 7Zionist Revisionist Organisa-
tion in Poland, which was concluded to-day, approved after a
hoated discussion by 134 votes against 14 the agriement
reached at the Calals meeting of the Executive Committee of
the Revisiomist ¥orild Union held in Septomber, settling the
differences which had arisen in the Union after the last
<ionist Congress in Basle ¢n the relationship of the Revision-
ist Union with the Zionist Organisation. X
& resolution was :1so adopted under which the
Polish Fevisionist Orgenisation will leave the Polish Zionist
Federation, and will not perticipate in the coming Polish
Zionist Conference, which was to have been held on December
10th. but was postponed to see whether the Revisionist Con-
ference would decide to. take part.
The resolution proceeds, howéver, to declare it-
.'gelf at’the same time, in favour of the establishment of a
* Polish territorial Fedesration of all the Zionist bodies in
the Folish Republie, including the Kevisionists.

. The.Conference  has adopted resolutions protesting
alnst the policy of the British CGovernment, the Zionist
“orld Organisation and the Polish 7ionist Central Committee.

!; Dr. Jacob Kahan, the well-known Hebrew post, has
Teen.elected President of the Polish Revisionist Organisation.  ~_
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COli:UNIS TS IN GALICIx BREAKING UP ZIONIST MEETINGS.

Yarsaw, Dec. 29th. (Jewish Telegraphic Agency).

Acting on a circulaer issued to all Communist groups
in Zastern Galicla by thelr headquarters in Lemberg, instruct-
ing them to break up all Jewish nationallist meetings and mani-
festations, groups of Communists have been creating disturb-
ances at several Zionlst getherings in the Province. In
accordance with this policy, the Conference of the Hashomar
Fazair Organisation, which is now meeting in Lemberg, has
been attacked. The windows of the meeting hall have been
smashed and fighting has occurred in which several on both
sides rave been injured.

Two days agzo a simllar attack was made by Commun-
1sts on tho Conference of the Fanoar Eaivri.

WINSTTIN IN QUARANTINE: HELD UP OVRRNIGHT ON ARRIVLL AT

New York, Deo. 30th. (Jowish Telegraphic Agency).

Professor  lbert Einstein and lrs., Einstein have
arrived at Pasadena, in California, where Professor Einstein
will continue his regearches in connection with his Relativi-
ty Theory at liount %/ilson Observatory.

Professor Einstein's ship, the “Portland™, docked
last night, but Professor and lrs. Linstein were unable to
leave until after the quarantine inspection to~day.

»#.  %hen Professor Linstein left” the United States
last hizrch after a three months! stay, he saild that he would
return before long and continue his uncompleted scientific
research at liount Wilson Observatory and the Celifornien
Institute of Technology in Pasadena. It will be this year,
ke said, suggasr:ing probably November.

“
RUSCTIAN JE™S TQ FAVE MANISCHEV'ITZ MATZOTH FOR PASSOVER: /GREE-
Bl GNZD "NCY_IN ANMERIC: EY VHICH

NT7ES DELIVERY OF TWO MILLION

Yier York, Dec. 29th. (Jewish Tolegraphic Agency).

The Soviet Government will guarantee the dolivery
of matzoth for the Jowish population in the Soviet Union for
next Passover, according to the tarms of an agreement signed
hare to~day by the Artorg, the Soviet official trading organi-
sation in Americu, and the lanischewitz hatzoth Company of
Cincinnatl, one of the largest matzoth concerns in the world.

: The ugreemont provides that the kanischewitz Com-
pany is to send to Russia until harch 15th. not less than
200,000 packages of matzoth of 11 lbs. each, or a minimum
‘of two million pounds of motzath. .

‘The peckages will be delivered free from duty not
later then the day before Passover. Otherwise, the Soviet
Covernment undertakes to repay the cost of the undelivered
packages.

(l“O’I‘ FOR PUBLICATION UNLESS BY PREVIOUS «RRAKGILTNT) .




