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EXTENSIVE OPPOSITION TO BLANE DAY CALENDAR REFORM REVEALED IN
="""RUPORTS PRON VARTOUS COUNTRIES SUBMITTED TO LEAGUE OF

Geneva, June 1llth. (Jewish Telegraphic Agency).

Extensive hostility in some countries to the project-
ed reform of the oalendar by the insertion of blank days
complete indifference to it in others is revealed in the re-
plies from the National Committees set up in various coun-
tries to."ascertain whether and in what form public opinion

. holds Calendar Reform to be desirable or possible", which

have been received by the League of Nations Preparatory
Committee on Calendar Reform now in session ldrae for the pur-
pose of oénsidering these reports and drawing up on the basis
of them a gomprehensive report for submission to 'the Fourth
General Conference of the League of Nations on Qommuniocaticns -
and Tranait whioch will meet here in October to deal with the
question of Calendar Reform. A number ‘of countries have not
yot sent in their replies. The reports in no cass represent
‘the views of the Governments of the countries concerned, but
only of the National -Committees set up to study the question
- of Calendar Reform, and they in no way bind the Governments
by the views expressed in them.

Abandonment 0f %e-bogg Traditions Would Involve Serious Draw-
. backs vantages Appear Problematical Says ltallan
[ 00

. In view of the faot that Italy 4s bound to be affect-
ed by this movement if it assumes an international character,
the Italian Committee has replied, this-Committee feels it its
duty, firstly, to declare itself opposed to the reform of the
calendar, on the grounds that the moment has not yet come for
that-reform and -that it would involve serious drawbacks in con-
q of the aband of age-long traditions, while its
advantages still appear problematical; secondly, to reject re=
form proposals which involve an interruption of the oycle of
weeks and the introduction of blank days, the division of the
year into thirteen months, the adoption of a leap year of
fifty-three weeks, and to recommend that the reform should be
confined to providing for an even number of days in every
month so as to have three equal quarters, each consisting ntg
ninety-one days, and a supplementary quarter of ninety-two '
days; and lastly, if the question of the perpetual calendar
and blank days arises, the Committee, while e'kimeuins itself
as opposed to this reform, declares its readiness to defer to
-the_decisions of the Church in the choice of the date most
appropriate for theése blank days, taking into account their
posaible relationship with the liturgiocal year. Similarly,"

“as regards the stabilisation - necessary in a perpetual cale

endar - of the Feast of Easter and the movable Feasts depends
ing on it, the Committee considers it expedient to defer to
the deoisions of the Church which would be prepared to refer
the question to an-ecclesiastical Council. E

| 1



JeTeA. BULIETIN. -2 - 13/6/31.

The Hungarian Committee declares itself "against
the radical proposals which use blank days and disturb the
ancient cycle of the sequence of weeks': The Committee,
it says, <odn only recommend a calendar which would not
offend the religious feelings of any of the churches in
Fungary and which would ensure & smooth co~operation be«
tween the different churches and different strata of the
population. Proposels containing the use. of blank days
are against our traditlons and offend our religious feelings,
i1t proceeds, and for these reasons, the Bungarian National
Committee can only vote for & simple reform, alming at the '
best possible equalisation of the yearly quarters.

The Committee further makes the observation, it
continues, that at the present time, when. the world is pass<
ing through a severe economic crisis, only such problems as
are really urgent and which might alleviate the unbearable
depressing hendicaps which exist can be seriously considered.
The radicel proposals for calendar reform which would disturb
‘public and private 1life the world over and which would cause
unnecessary complications, do not belong to this category.
The only questions for which a solution should be found are
those_of ths steabilisation of Easter and of the movable
festivals., :

Scheme To Divide Year Into 13 Nonths Of 28 Days Represents Too
Jerlous Dlsturbance. Of Establlshed Custom Belglan i
ommittee Finds And Wou. & ou. Q ublic
§§In!on To KOCGEE !E: -
- The Netherlands Committee, of which Dr. A. A. Nij-
land, Profesgsor of Astronomy at Utrecht University is Chairman,
- states that it "is definitely against the blank day and the
thirteen-month year. It is against dividing the year into
. thirteen months, even should the blank day be accepted inter- w
nationally’. 1
It i1s thought desirable, the report adds, to main-
tain the Cregorian calendar, while not objecting to slight
chenges, -such as equalising the quarters of -the year. These
would have 91 days (i.e., two months of 30 days and one month
of 3l:days). The month of Fobruary would have 30 days.
The last quarter would consist of one month of 30 days and
two months of 31 days, in order to include the 365th. day of
the normal year. .
The Belgian Committee, of which Professor Stroobant,
Director of the Royal Belglan Observatory, is Chairmen, says
the scheme to divide the year into®13 months of 28 days re-
presents too serious a disturbance of established eustom, and
it would be difficult to get public opinion to accept 1t".
. Should a reform of the Gregorian calendar be carried
out, it proceeds, the Bolgian Committee would prefer the scheme
of four equal quarters of 91 days (30, 30, 31) with one blank
day- .for Xiormel years and two blank days for leap years.
Nevertheless, the Report draws attention to the fact that cer-
.tain mémbers of the Committee are of opinion that the interrup-
tion of the cycle of weeks would be regrettabld, and that it
.would: be difficult to get public opinion in Belgium to accept
it. The Belgian Committee has decided unanimously, however,
in favour of fixing Easter on the Sunday following the second
Saturday in April. ¢
.~ The'Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Colombia, South
America, has written to the League of Nations Committee that
"the Ministry hopes to receive further documents on these sub-
Jects in order that it may be enabled to form & clear idea as
to the convenience, utility and expediency of this reform, of
‘which 1t 1s not as yet convinced either from the economic or
from.the ‘social standpoint.” It 18 of opinion that any' simpli-
fication in these matters, if inadequately considered, might
- produce’ resulta entirely contrary from every point of view to
those desired”: o : -
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. _London Chamber Of Commerce Says No General Demand Exists For -
* Chenge Lxoept Fixing OF Easier. )

(The British Committee, of which Lord Burnham is Chair-
man, reports that i1t sent questionnaires to €601 representative
organisations in Great Britain and only 193 replied, a large
number (63) declaring themselves opposed to any change, while
48 were indifferent ?havins no opinion to express), eand of the
rest who replied 19 were in favour of a perpetual 12 month
calendar. The London Chamber of Commerce replied that there
was no general demand for a-change except for the fixing of
Baster.

Present circumstances in Great Britain are very un-
favourable to those who desire to interest public opinion in
such a question as Calendar reform, the report points out.

It 4s very difficult to obtaln cereful consideration of pro-
posals which do not directly or immediately relate to the solu-
tion.of the problems of the present economic crisis. The re-
sult of this is that public opinion has been less active and

.energetic than 1t would have been under normal circumstances.

The report includes a peragraph on the attitude of

) British Jewrv, in which regard it says that "the Chief Rabbi

stated that the Jews were not in principle opposed to & reform
of the.Calendar or the stabilisation of Easter but that it was
of vital importance to Judaism that the length of the week be
in no circumstances interefered with or the regular sequence
of the seven-day week interrupted by a blank day. On that
question there was no division of opinion in Jewry". .

In view of the small number of opinions expressed
in favour ‘of one or the other scheme, the British report cone
cludes, 'very little significance can be attached to them.
The fact that so many bodiss failed to reply is much more sig-
nificant. In Great Britain the education of public opinion
to overcome the natural forces of donservatism is & slow pro-
cess. The Committee régrets that it can only present a
report which is so inconclusive and indeed, negative, in char-
acter. The view expressed by the Association of Chambers of
Commerce, and the failure of the Institute of Chartered
Accountants to express any opinion at all, is significant of
the pre-occupation of the business world with other and more
urgent problems, or the absence of any widespread dissontent
with the existing system.

The French Committee reports that the trend of
public opinion in France on the question is that religious
ciroles are not teking up any very definite attitude. The
archiepiscopal authorities of Paris will be guided by the opin-
ion of. the Sovereign Pontiff. The Chairman of the Protestant
Foderation of France has only expressed an opinion on the
question of the fixing of Faster. this opinion is favourable.
The Unlon of Jewish Associations of France and Algeria raises-
1no objJection of principle to the reform of the caléndar, pro-
vided that the immemorial institution of the weok and its un-
interrapted continuity are safeguarded; that s to say, it 1is
opposed to those proposals for tha raform of the calendar
based on the estabiishment of blank days, which would entail a
movable Sabbath, and suggested, in order to meet this objection,
the intercalation of an entire wesk every five or six years. !

R Solentific circles have not given a definite opinion

the report adds, but merely indicate the. general lines which '
should be followed in carrying out the reform, Opinions in
‘économic circles are divided. The replies received go to show
that public opinion is stiIl inadequately informed as to the
oonsequences of a reform; which it regards not so much with
hostility as with a certain mistrust, in'view of the sweepin,
changes which 1t would meke in the traditional habits of t‘.heE
people.’ National opinion, however, the report concludes, 1s
partioularly favourable to the stabilisation of Zaster. in-
deéd, there ig unanimous agreement on the point. : :
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The repliss-received in Germany, the German .

Committee reports, show that strong interest in ,’ths reform
exists in Germeny, in spite of the fact that urgent problems
arising from the present economic crisis primerily engage
public opinion. Among -the replies received from organisa-
tions consulted, -nine-tenths were in favour of calendar re-
form. In general, organisations have shown a strong inter-
est in the question. Unenimous preference has not been
shown for either of the two principel reform schemes. The

. ___majority of the replies are in favour of a perpetual calendar
of twelve months with two months of thirty deys-and-one month
of thirty-one days in each quarter. More than onewthird of
the replies are in favour of a perpetual calendar of thirteen
months. each of twenty-eight days. The necessity for stabil-
1sing Easter is unanimously recognised, even by those who are
not in favour of a general reform. It 1s considered that
this question is of utmost impor tance and that it should be
solved even if general reform cennot be realised.

C Polish Committee '%g{g Advantages Of Reform Plan Justify Over-
Tallng Of Opiniona Of Large Masses Of Popalation iﬂo ATe
Tpposed_To ﬁef‘o‘rm.

. " The Czecho-Slovakian National Committee on Calendar

Reform has reported in favour of a calendar of thirteen months.
e Polish Committee. reports that the representatives —

of the Catholic Church in Poland have not expressed themselves
either for or against the reform, as their opinion is based on
that of the Vatican. The views of the other Christian
Churches in Poland coincide with those of the economic circles.
:('h; Jewish organisations are definitely opposed to the propos®d
reform. .

_~Scientific cirocles are opposed to plan B.on account
of the blank days, the report says, since it is essential for
astronomical and chronological reasons that continuity should
be maintained in the caloulation of the days.

- * The Polish Committee concludes that 1t.4is of opinion
itself that as far as possible the reform should be carried
out in accordance with Plan C. (perpetual calendar of 13
O months ), as the clearness and simplicity of this plan will
~fagilitate international relations. The advantages of this
plen. justify the reform of the-valendar and the over-ruling
' of the opinions of large masses Jf the population who are oppos-
ed to the reform. The Committee considers it preferable, it
adds, in view of the oclimatic conditions in Poland, that Easter
zhmﬁd be fixed for the Su.:aday following the third Saturday in
pril. :
- In Portugal, the report from that country says, 299
bodies were consulted, but only 65 replied, 14 being against
the reform of the calendar. Although a pertain apathy seems
to be -indicated by .the above figures, the Committee says, we are
¢ .definltely of opinion that the replies:received, which are
from important bodies in economic circles, indicate that the |
Portuguese public is in general in favour of calendar reform and
a:13 month year. M - A
M The greatest ciroumspeotion must be exercised in
approaching this subject, the Swedish Committee reports.
Changos. should be made in the present system only if they would
bring undoubted and genuinely impartant advantages. The Swed-
ish Coumittee oconslders, however, that the studies undertaken
in thia ‘sphere. shonld be continued, in order to elucidate the
gx;oblem in all 1ts aspests. It regards it in partiocular as .«
: ghly desirable that the question should, as far as possible,
vreceive a uniform solution, in order that the different ooun-
- ;:r:e:._may be. able to adopt concordant provisions. in this re-
pect. : S
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The thirteen-month celendar finds practically no
support in’Switzerland, the Swiss Committee reports. ' It .
was rejected by the great wajority of the authorities and
associations consulted. Simplifination of the Gregorian
calendar would be useful and’desirable, it adds, so long as
unnecessary changes in established ous tom are avoided.

American Committee Regorts On Objections ﬁaiaed b* Religious
— —Leaders—0r_Jows Wo_Saturday-Keepin ) {An Sects
To Tnterrupting §on§§nu§§ OF Week. g R

The American Committee reports that it oonducted
three special enquirdies .ahd made two reports, the quun report
in 1929 and a supplementary report in 19031, aend found the pre-
valence of a demand for calendar improvemsnt on the part of a
large and representative body of American opinion; especially
in economic, scientific and educatlonal circles, Replies
were regeived from 1,433 national State and city organisations
of all alasses, 80.5 per cent, of the replies being in favour

6 of a reform. - The plan preponderently fayoured was the g¢alendar
of thirteen equal months, fixed and gerpetua .

. Qwing to the objections raised by rdligious leaders
of the Jews anﬂ of two Saturddy Sebbath-keeping Christian
sects to interrupting the continuity of the week, the report
adds, the Cormittge made an enquiry in religious -circles. It
sent & questionnaire to a representative list of Protestant
ministers and found thdt, exclusive of the Saturday-keeping

' ‘sects, 82 pen cent. had no religious objection to-breeking
the ocntinuity of the week.
A large number of petitions have bgen received by %
_the League of Nations Committee on -Calendar feform from varicus
bodles urging the safeguarding of the f£ixity of the Sabbath.
Among these bodies are the Union of Orthodox Rabbis of Amarioa :
end Sahede, fhe Jnion of Orthodox Jewish Comgregations of
America; the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, the Order
B'nai B'rith, the Agudath Israel, the Jewish Sabbath Alliance
. of New York, the Rabbinical council of New York, the Adminis-
tration of the Zionist Organisation of America, the Executive
@ Comnittee of the American Jewish Congress, the Executive
Committee of the Hadassah Women's Zionist Organisation of
America, the Jewish Theological, Seminary of America, the Free
iznegogue of New York and the Council of Jewish Women in
erica.

PALESTINE BEFORE THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS: DR. DRUMMOND SFIELS
TEX 1) 'NA-
TION BY VANDAIES COMMISSYON. . - . .

tond London. June 12th. (Jewish Telegraphic Agency).
Dr. Drummond Shiels, Parliamentary Under-Secretary
or State far the Colonies, leaves to-day for Geneva, the
" Colonial Office announces, to attend the session of 'the Pera -
manent Mandates Commission, as accredited representative of ;
His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom, for the exam-
ination of the Annual Report on Palestine. Mr. Mark Young,
Chief Secretarv, Palestine. Mr. R. V. Vernon, and Mr. 0. G. R.
‘Williems, of the Colonial Office, will be assoolated with him
as aocredited represenbativea.
-
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LEAGUE OF NATIONS CIRCLES SURPRISED AT PALESTINE GOVERNMENT'S

ERTING 10 CONSIDER PAL 3
BRITIiSH DESIKE TO GONFRONT IT WITH FAIT ACCOMPLI SEEN -BY
- CORRESPONDENT OF GERMAN DAPER. —
Berlin, June 1lth. (Jewish Telegraphic Agency). X
{ League of Nations cirocles are surprised, says a ..
message appearing in the "Frenkfurter Zeitung", that Sir John
Chancellor, the High Commissioner of Palestine, has been in
such a. hux’-ri to proclaim the decisions of the International
Wailing ¥Well Commission in force immedietely on publication,
at the-very moment when the Permanent Mandates Col ssion of
the League of Nations was opening its session to examine the.
Palestine situation. The British Government apparently want.
ed to confront the League with a fait accompli, the message
adds, but in spite—of that, either the disappointed Moglems
or the Jews will make a formal protest to the League of Nations.

BALESTINE HIGH COMMISSTONER SYMPATHETIC WITH ORTHODOX JEWS
— OBJECITNC T0

B g K R 3 F B ERE PUn 2
BUT" GOV NMI 1 ENNO NTERVEN W B ,}.w\

Jerusglem, Juhe llth. (Jewish Telegraphic Ageney). .
0 Chief 'Rabbi Kook ‘and Rabbi Sonnenfeldd, the 'aged
head of the Agudeth Israel Community in Palestine, went. on a
Joint d@eputation to-day to the High Commissioner, Sir John
Chencellor, to ask the Government to intervene in order to
prevéent football matches being played by Jewish- teams on
Saturdays.

Sir John replied that he sympathised with the Rabbis
in their perturbation at the desecration.of the Sabbath, the
J.T.A. learns, but that he could not promise to intervene in
the matter, since public opinion had failed to influence the
Jewish teams not to ‘play their matches on the Sabbath. .
DEPUTY GRUGNBAUM RESIGNS PRESIDENCY OF POLISE ZEONIST F‘EDERA;H
. N N L 1\

ZIONISTS DO _NOT ACCEPT HIS POLICY: CENTRAL COMMITTEE POST-

FONES CONSIDERATION OF RESIGNATION TILL AFTER CONGRESS.
Warsaw,  June 1llth. (Jewish Telegraphie Agency).

. Doputy Isaac Gruenbaum, the leader of the Radical
Hamishmar Zionist Organisation, tendered his resignation of
the Presidency of the Polish Zionlst Federation (as foreshad-
owed-in the J.T.A. Bulletin of the 1llth. inst.) atoaday
%6 the Zionist. Central Council in Poland, giving as his reason
the results of the Polish elections to the 2ionist Congress,

which show, he said, that the Polish Zionists: do not accept
his.policy and do not approve his action in joining the Lon-

.-don Politicsl Commission of the Zionist World Organisatiaon.

The Central Council has decided to postpone consid-

“eration of Deputy Gruenbaum's resignatioh until after .the Con-

gress.

Wex sew,. June 1lth. (Jewish. Telegraphic Agendy). N
v .. _The Zionist Labour list has obtained 11 seats in

Congress. Poland, the Revisionists. 9, the Mizrachi 7, Al Famishe

mar 5 ,and Et Libnoth 1, the final ti ures which have just

been meade public: here show. } -

Ce B | ’ . . o
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warsew, June 1lth. (Jewish Telegraphic Agenoy).

In Viestern Galicia and Silesia, the Generael Zionists
have obtained 7 seats, Labour two, the Mizrachi one, and the
Revisionists one, according to later figures received here
this afterncon.

The earlisr report had given the General Zionists
only six seats, the Mizrachi two, Labour two and the Revision-
ists one. g

Wersew, June 1lth. (Jewish Telegraphic Agency).

The Zionist, Miz;‘achub and Non-Party Rellgilous
Group representatives absenmted themselves fromthe first
meeting of the newly«elected Board of the Jewish Community of
todz, held to-day. 0P~ the 26 members, only the 16 Agudist
and Folkist representatives were present.

= The former President,of the Lodz Jewish Community,

Deputy Minzberg, one of the leading members of the Polish
Agudath Israel, has been re-elected as President of the Lodz
Jewish Community. '

LIBERAL JEFS BACK IN CONTROL OF BERLIN JEWISH COMMUNITY.'

Berlin, June 1lth. (Jewish Telegraphic Agency).

; Seven Liberals, three Zionlsts and one Conservative
were elected, as the new Exacutive of the Board of the Berlin
Jewish Community at the meeting of the Board held to-day, with
Herr Heinrich Stern, the President of the Federation of fdhoral
Jews in Gefniéiny, in the chair. Thus. the Liberal Jews who
from the foundation of the Community controlled its affairs

© until the Zionists won the control from them at the -elections

in 1926, have again teken charge of the leadership of the
Co! .

B Herr Wilhelm Kleemann, Director of the Dresden Bank,
will, ‘it appeers certain, be glected the new President of the
Berlin Jewish Community.

WORST EVIL FHAT JEWISH PEOPLE SUFFERS IS DISORGANISATION:
IT IN WINY WARKRING PARTIES WR. ON

GERVAN JEWISH TEADER CONPELAINS URGING CREATION OF ORGAN
Berlin, June I1th., (Jewlsh Vlelegraphic Agency).-

Fot
The worst evil from which the Jewish people suffers
is disorgenisation, Mr. Leo Simon, a leading figure in Jewish

~14fe in Germany and & prominent German industrialist, said in

&an interview with the J.T.A. here, urging the convocation of
& conferenceof leading Jews. We ‘are hopelessly split, he
said, in many warring parties, each proclaiming their partial
solufion as an all-round panacea. The Jewlsh Community in
my opinion will never be able to cope with the grave problems
which confront it until it at last creates an organ fully enw
titled to represent it and to take action oh its behalf.
Nover was the need far -such an organ as pressing as to-day.
Not only hag the economic orisis played havoc with the Jews,
but.-an ever-growing antisemitic movemeht strives to destroy

..the equal status of the Jew as a citizen. Never in modern

history hes world-Jewry faced such eateclysms of misfortune
and never, therefore, has sound, wise and ‘statesmanlike lead-
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No—group—oan_hope—to-battle~successiully againey

odds i1f it remains disunited. I daresay that no.
people have provedto be so—umpolitical as ours. How many ~
clever arguments have been invented by us to prove that or- -
ganisation, union of forces, combining of our resources are
unnecessary, -superfluous, and even harmful? In this dire
hour of our history, our best men in every country should
meet and in mutuel consulthtion work out plans for improving
the lost of our people.

I believe in the energy and resourcefulness of

our race to find a way out of eyen the most desperate situation.

. How deplorable and suicidal is ‘this process of mutual strife

among ourselves that Jewlsh 1ife -in most countries represents.
In Poland, Roumenia, or Germany, everywhere we find
our Jews fighting each other with ferocity, although the fate
of our entire community - spiritually as well as economicelly -
1s everywhere at stake.
The Jew oannot commit a greater folly than to fail to
organise himself because of the fear of antisemitic libels.
We must cease to be governed by fear. No group can afford to
forego its self.defence because of the fear of misinterpreta-

T tiin. For a pecple whose very religion is universalism, the

brotherhood of man, to fear internationalism means thaet it is -
placing opportunistic considerations above the essence of our -
best teachings. ’
Catholics, Sociallsts, internatiopal movements for
the promotion of peace, do not hesitate to emphasise strongly
the international character of their causes. Only we. Jews
are atraid of our very shadow. If the Jewish position in one
ccuntry breaks down, if antisemitioc measures are taken in one
Stete, it undoubtedly affects the position of the Jews in other
ccurtries, and yet we hesitate to help each other in owr common
batil Only when we cease this shcrt-sighted policy end
succeed in creating Jewish unity, will we-be better epared to
fece thie world, which 1s so rich in difficulties enemies
for the Jews. -

ANTI-JEWISE CAMPAIGN BY ALL MEANS EVEN LIES: DECISION OF GERMAN
TCOURT YN ACQUITTING LOCAL HITLERIST LEADER FINDING HIS I

. g - R IN PUBLIC_INTERESA.
‘Berlin, June 1llth. (Jewish Telegraphic AgencyJ. -

) What action is the Government going to take in this
matter, Deputy Dr. Hamburger, & Socialist member of the Prussian
Parliement, asked to-day in drawing the attention of the Minister
of Justice in the House to a case which came up recéntly before
the Distriot Court at Glats, with.Judge Lehmann presiding.

! A Hitlerist Town CouncilIpr named Koehler had while
acting as Chairman of a Hitlerist public meeting declared that
a local Jewish merchant named Ellguther had paid 200 Marks to
got a uob to break up.the meeting. The Court fpund‘ that

ol
'Koehlerts allegation was a pure invention and that’Ellguther, .

who was entirely innocent of the charge, had in consequence &
sufforsd both moral and material damage, and yet it decided that
Koshlor wzzc - o be aoquitted, "because he had acted in the
public lnterest as the ldader of the Glarz local group of the
Hip}-&vl‘sb Party, which fights against all that is Jewish, and .
feo L5, therefore, that it was his duty by all means to convince
hia Party wembers that 1t is essential to conduot an anti-

" Jewish campaign".

: (NU}"FOR _PUBLICATION UNLESS BY PREVIOUS ARRANGEMEN’I"YT




