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TERRIBLE FuOOD CATASTROPHE IN VILNA DISPRICT: WORST SINCE 1888:
WRLSHL'D POPULATION G comﬁ TELY RULNED: RELIEF -

MED ‘i’rf W, R ,OF SOCIAL VELFARE GOES
OFFICIAL STATEMENT

K TO
SaYS 1050 8§ m A’FEB'W

(ngrsnw, April 25%h. (Jewish Telegraphtc _Agengy).

A terrible catastrophe is feared in the ‘entire Vilna
district as a result of the héavy floods. The- city -of Vilna
itself and practically all the towns .standing on ‘the banks of
the Rivers Vilje, Vilejka, Niemen, and'Dzwina; are menaced.

Such high floods have not.been known since 1888, and
the water gtill continues to rise. Thé Red Cross.is organising
an extensive rescue campaign. The 'Minister of the Interior has
sent 20,000 zlotys to be used for sanitary purposes and to
mBS & stop ,to looting,., ~ M. Hublcki, the Minister of Social
“elfare, has gone to Valns, %o iakc nhm‘.gaof the rescue activities.

A Relief Committee for the victims of the floods in the
Vilna District has been formed in Waffsaw, headed by the President
of the Warsaw City Council, M. Slominslki. The “arsaw Jewish
Community has made a grant of 1,000 zlotys for the relief of the
victims.  An appeal for help is being sent to the Joint Distribu-
tion Committee of America.

The electric station in the city of Vilna has been
rlooded and the entire town Is 1n darkness. The historic' Vilna

{@eoathedral 1s menaced, ' The Archbishop of Vilna has ordered
prayers to be said in all the churches of the diocese.

An official statement says that 372 families, consisting
of 1,560 souls, have already been evacuated, and five houses in
Vilna have been swept away. '

In the township of Drujz, in the Vilna distriet, 140
houses have been flooded, and the entire population has been
evacuated.. In the township of Leonpol, the River Dzwina has
brokeén its bounds over ar area of two kilometres. The "bathing
resort of Druskieniki is flooded out. At Oszmiany the electric
station is submerged.

The township of Dzisna, near Vilna, is completely sub-
merged by the overflowing of the Riva Dzwina. The population,
the grest majority of them Jews, have been evacuated. The

" houses are completely flooded. The furniture and household
god s are wrecked and the waters still continue.rising.

The Jewish-population of the area, for long impoverished
and suffering great disi:ress has now been reduced to complete
ruin and destitution. e Rabbis and the Jewish Communities of
the ‘district are begging ure:ent;ly for aid to be sent to succour
the. vict;ims.
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wa,s'ppous FLOODS _IN JETISH TOWNS OF LA‘TVIA' INHEBITANTS OF
) STEDT TEKEN REFUGE T

3 T JETISH CENMSTERY
UF‘?@FLIVF UNDEF _FATER: BIG CITIE IE.: OF DTINSE AND ']v.ITKﬁU
NACED.

Riga, April 25th. (Jewish Telegraphic Agency).

The flcods in some of the Latvian towns with big Jewish
po:ulations are assuming the dimensions of en immense disaster.
The town of Ryszhitsa 1is now completely undsr water. The towns
of Friedrichstadt and Kreslava, too, are inundated. In Kreslava
over 100 houses are under water. The Jewish cemetery 1s flooded.
People are going about in boats trylng to save thelr possessions.
In Friedrichstadt the people have fled from treir homes and have
taken refuge in the synagogue.

The big cities of litau and Dwinsk ore alsc menaced.
The Dwinsk suburb of Griwe is already flooded.

‘ yINSK AND OTHER TOWNS IN SOVIET “WEITE RUSSIA STILL IN GRIP OF
T 3 + N0SO0Y _ALSO_BEING
FLooDED. T}?otf' A“D‘Hmﬂm .

-loscow, April 25th. (Jewish Telegraphic Agency).

The heavy floods at Minsk, the capital of White Russia,
have not yet subsided, and the population, Jewish and non-Jewish
alike, 1s suffering immense hardship. The newspapers &re still
unable to appear.

Bobruisk, Mozir, Ossipovich and other bcwns in White
Russia are still in the grip of the floods.

The Soviet Governmént is rushing aid to the flood vietims.

In Borisov about 200 houses are under water, and seven
houses have been completely swept away. Telsgraph communicatlon
with Mozir has been destroyed. .In many parts of White Russia
there are no trains running because the tracks are flooded.

In Moscew itself the lower parts of the city are flooded,
the River’ Moskva having broken its banks. Several factories and
about 1,000 houses in lMoscow have been inundated: The itish .
Embassy in Hoscow is now unapproachable wg.thout wading.

England Too,
o,

oo The recent heavy rainfall has .caused serious alarm also
in the whole of the Thames Valley. Many acres of farmland are
flooded through the abnormal height of the river. At Abridge,
%38ex; even the main street is deeply covered with water. And
at Lingfield, the Surrey and Burstow Funt Steeplechase had to be
abandoned owing to many parts of the course being flooded, it is
stated. Roads are submerged and cars had to be hatled ou!; of the
mud with the ‘aid of horses belonging to gypsies.

Anxious watoh 1is being kept by residents on the banks of
the River. Roqing along the Voodford Valley, Essex. They are
alsrmed by the rapid rise in the water after’ the heavy rain. At
Noak Fill the main road is flooded, and timber from partly con-

- structed houses 1s floating ebout in the water, The Thames rose
several inches yesterday at Chertsey, Surrey, and is now_a consid-
erable height above its normal summer level,  Parts of London.
1ike the 'mickenbam district, are also menaoed. .

; z
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DID PALESTINE GOVERNMENT BLOCK %AY T0 ARAB-JEWISH PARLEYS?:

T W, BEN, AVITS PUBLICATION OF 1B 0 DR, WELZWMANN WARNING
WOULD NOT BE RESPONSTBLE FOR WIS SAFEIY IN TRANS-

JORDAN GAUSEY STIR IN RY: PALESTINE GOVERNMENT
CAW_SUI "DOAR HAYOM'"™ IF LTS INFORMATION IS FALSE SLYS
TASOUR DATLY SE_IT MUST BT CONDEWNED "ORLD
OVER

Jerusalem, April 24th. (Jewish Telegraphic Agency).
The allegation that the Palestine Government blocked
the way to Arab-Jewish Parle'rs which was made by Mr. Ittamar Ben
Avi, the editor of the "Doar Hayom" in his paper on Wednesday
(reportod in the J.T.A. Bulletin of the 24th, inst.) has caused
a stir in Palestine Jawry, and the entire Hebrew press here has
created a precedsnt to-day in -quoting from the "Doar Hayom" the
text which it gave of the letter addressed by the Chief Secretary
to the Palsstine Government, Mr. Young; to Dr. Welzmann telling
him that the Governuwent would not be responsible for hils })eruonal
safety 1f he went -to Transjordan to see the Emir Abdullah.
The Government can sue the "Doar Hayom", the Hebrew
. Labour deily "Davar" says, and thus prove that the information
glven by the paper is false; otherwise 1t must be condemmed the
world over for hypocrisy in talking airily of a Round Table
Conference, while it is busy destroying the basis of an understand-

ing.

ARE ARAB IEADERS IN PALESTINE PARTICIPATING IN DISCUSSIONS VWITH

=T NER?: PUZZYINENT GVER COLONIATL OFFICE ANNOUNC
STER 317 M A AND PR OCEEDING THIS WEEK T0

TETEBENT DENTES AREBS

IBIE IT SAYS UNIESS ARAB

o

XK
¢ NOWE P

CONSENTED TO
CONDIT

Jerusalem, April 25th. (Jewish Telegraphic Agency).

In connection with the statement issued in London by the

. Colonial Office (given in the J.T.A, Bulletin of the 24th. inst.),
@that while discussions on the development scheme for Palestine

have been started in London with the Jewish Agency by the Inter-
Departmental Committee appointed by the Government, discussions
have also. been &tarted on the same matter in Jerusalem by the
Figh Commlssioner with the Arsb lgaders, considerable guzzleme,nt
exists in Jewish quariers here ovéer the fact that the High Commis-
sioner, Sir John Chancellor, has for some days now been at Haifa,
and therefore could not he conducting discussions with the Arab
leaders in Jerusalem, and on Wednesday will be leaving Pelestine
for England for a month in connection with his daughterts forth-
coming wedding there,

The Chief Secretary to the Palestine Government, Mr.
Young, tells the J.T.A. in response to an enquiry, that no infor-
mation is pessibie as yet with regard to the Government conversa- -
tlons here with the Arab leaders. .

The Palestine Arab Exeoutive,“however, has published a
statement tonight flatly denying that the Arab.lesders have con-
sented -to official parleys, end insisting that none can be held
unless the Government accepts the ‘conditions which the Arab Execu-
tive has- submitted to the High Commissioner. -
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o By a great majority, the Arab organ "Felestin" writes,
a mandate has teen given to the Arab Executive to enter into
negotiations with the Governmeat in order to present the Arab
polnt of view and to defend the Arab interests in the develop-
ment schome to be lnitiated by the Government, provided that such
a participation should not in any way mean the recognition, in
any sense, of the polley of the Jewish National Home. It has
also been laid down that the iacDonald letbter or any other state-
. ment supporting its poliey, should not form the basis of the ne-.
gotiations. At the seme time it was agreed that the discussions
should taie place in Palestine end the Arab delegates should nd
join the Jewish delsgates in t;‘xese discugsions.
The Arabs, the "Felestin" says, have.said their word;
it 1s for the Government to say its word.

THE YADJ IR

{URT

S _IN PAIESTINS TH]RD S'J"E"C’!‘ )\RRESED' ALSO ARAB
J RSSAST VILLAGH T

Jerusalem, april 25th, (Jewlsh Telaxyaph o Agancy)

A third Arab has heen arrested on suspidion of hhving
een concerned in the shooting outrage during Passover in which
three members of the Jewish Labour settlement of Yadjur were killed.
' He, 1ike the! others, is an Arad belonging to the village of Aassasi,
near Safed, and is nemed Saleh Shubani.

NEY_ROUMANIAN GOV“‘RNND:'.‘NT APPOINTS MINISTER roR MWOP ITrEs AFFAIRS. .
T EX-DEPUTY H LEADING REFRES. IVE _OF
i Ts‘F’ﬂ?s'f" w:m—‘t'—

<

WINOFT

‘Bucharest, April 24th. (Jewlish Telegraphic Agency).

Ex-Deputy Rudolph Brandsh, cne ¢f the leaders of the
important Germen Minority in Roumania, took the oath to-day to
King Carol as Under-Secretary of State for Minoritles Affairs.
The King warmly congratulated Herr Drondsch as the first repre-
sentative of thé linorities in Roumania, who has become a member
of the Government. .

The German Minority Party is not altogether satisfied

Ovu(:h. the appointment on genorel grounds, but it welcomes in prin-
‘ciple the ilnclusion of a representative of the minorities in the
Government of the country.

JEMISH DEPUTTES IN ROUMANIA ASK PREMIER TO CREATE JEWISH DEPART-
VENT_ IN WIROPI310S MINISTRY UNDER DIRECTION OF SLECTED JEWISH

Bucharest; April 26th. (Jewish Telegraphic Agency).

Sen: tor Dr, lieyer Ebner, the President of the Club of
Jewish Deputies, and Deputy Theodore Fischer, one of the members
of ~thé Club, visited to-day the Prime Ninister, Prof essor Jorga,
in ordex to convey Fo him the congratulations and good wishes of
the Jewish population on his assumption of the Premiership. - The
deputdtion precceded to lay before the Premier the views held by
the Jewlsh popuiation cn.the present situation in the country and
their wishes in regard to specific Jewlish questions, especially cn
na;io;.al and religious matters and the organisation of the Jewish
gchools.

W “Professcr Jorga, in thanking Senator Ebmer and Deputy
Fischer for their good wishes, assured them that his Government,
though it would primerily be occupied with urgent economic ques-

.
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tions, would devote 1ts greatest attention, however, also to
the problem of,the minorities. It would respect the principle
that the minorities have equal rights in the country and must
receive grants out of the State funds wkich are raised by means
of taxation to which they, tos, contrlibute.

The deputation in again thanking the Prime Minister,
exprossed its satisfaction at the appointment of Herr: Brandsch
to the Government, and added the hope that the Government would
set up within the framework of hls Secretariat of Natlonal
Minorities a special Department for Jewish affairs which would
be undsr the direction of an elected representative of the Jew-
ish population. .

SPECIAL MINORITIES STATUTT. WOULD BE LISFORTUNE DR. FILDEREAN
PRESID :NT OF UNION OF ROUN..NIAN JEYS SAYS: EXPRESSES CONFID-
ORGA_GOVERNNENT: ST T WILL SiF SGUARD _PEACEFUL
IXISTENCE %tg'cxv"L‘a_-IaF.T's'o'Tm\ SH Po?mN TII?T!E%WT TTE"_‘DIS-
TURBANCES SHOULD NEVERTFELESS OCCUR - ILL_NOT ITalE TO -

) ; . . - SUPPRESS THEM.

Bucherest, April 24th. (Jewish Telegraphlc Agency).

Professor Jorga has since the war repeatedly and emphat-
i1cally declared that he 1s opposed to antisemitism, and when he
took office as Prime Minister he reiterated this in his statement
to the representatives of the press, ex-Deputy Dr. William Filder-
man, the President of the Union of Roumenian Jews, salc in dis-
cussing the new Govermment with the'J.T.A. representative here.
Taken. together with the presence of I, Constentin Argetolanu as .
a member of the new Cabinet, Dr. Fildermen went on, this 1s an
assurance that thepresent Government will safeguard the peaceful
existence and the ¢ivil rights of the Jewish population. If any
disturbances of: the peace should, nevertheless, occur, I em hope-
ful and confident, he said, that the Government will not hesitate
go sl}g)press them, and I believe that 1t will be in a position to

o this. '

Speaking ef the appointment of ex-Deputy Brandsch, of the
German Minority Party in Roumania, to be Under-Secretary of State
q:- National Minorities in the new Government, Dr. Fildermen said

at- L. Brandsch's person 1s a guarantee that he will engege in a
proper and beneficial policy towards the minorities. Dr. Filder-
man edded, heweysr, thet he 1s definitely opposed to a special
minorities statute, which hé would regard as a misfortune. The
rights of the minorities, he said, can be very well maintained
within the framowork of the existing laws, and -develop with them,
while to fix them in the form of a. special statute would ceuse
dissatisfaction among all sections, and for the minorities it would
be & hindranoce ‘to their development. "

- The "Bukowinaer Volkszeitung", the organ of the Union
-of Réumanian Jews in the Province of Bukovina, welcomes the declara-
tion which Professor Jorga -has made in his statement to the Press
that his Government will put down all antisemitioc menifestations
and excesses, and goes on to recall an interview which Professor
Jorga gave to a representative of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency
last October, in the course of which the present Premier said:

.- One-would have expected the Roumanian intsllectuals to
-place ‘themselves at the head of a movement against antisemitism,
and. to s_t_and for a policy of farireaching tolerance and humanity,
which would allow the various nationalitiss to develop freely within
the framework of the Roumanian State, and would secure for the Rou- -
‘manian.psople its untramelled development and prosperity. I myself,

B,
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unfortunately, cannot assume the leadership in the fight against
antisemitism. Any initiative which I might take in this regard
would only encounter the closed front of the professional poli-
ticians; and it would be either totally ignored, or it would be
subjected to calumny.

This, the paper says, 1s how Professor Jorga spoke
last October. To~-day Professor Jorga has broken down the closed
front of the professional politicians and has taken control as
the Prime Minlster of the country. That the Jews must behave
as human beings, as he said, no one will duestion. But the Jews
are also Roumanian citizens, and they have a right to obtain from
treir fatherland not only human treatment, but also equal treat-
ment as 1s due to citizens. As the Prime Minister of the coun-
try, the paper concludes, Professor Jorga can no longer declineo
the leadership in the fight against antisemitism, and in this
spirit we welcome the stand taken by the new Premier towards -the
Jewish problem in Roumania.

ANTISEMITISK IN SOVIET RUSSTA: JEWISE WORKER SUBJECTED T0 T()RTURE
"BY FELLOW-VORKERS BECAUSZ HE m TISTINCTION FOR CABABL)
AND _HONEST ""ORK oﬁx.

ecause he was turning out cepable and honest work in
the factory Izpolit No. 2., in the Minsk district, where he was em-
ployed, and bhereTy gained the title of "Industrial Shock Trooper™,
a young Jew named 'Nevelsky, has been subjected to torture at the
hands of three non-Jewish workers'in the factory. One day his
tormentors got drunk and attempted to hang Nevelsky. As they
tightened thejrope he fainted, whereupon they loosened the rope.
The manegement of the factory pretended ignorance of the whole
af fair. The matter. came before the trade union to which Nevelsky
and the others belonged, and the trade unicn officials immediately
took the mattér to the District Attorney, with the result that the
three antisemltes were arrested to-day and will be put on public
trial as a big demonstration against antisemitism. The trade
union authorities also changed to-day the management of the factory.

!
SOVIET GOVERNMENT CENSURES ITS JEWISH SETTLEMENT COMMISSION FOR
TATLURE OF CAMPAIGN TO PLACE YOUNG J=vS IN FACTORY SCHOOLS

£2 X 5 .

‘oscow, ‘hpril 24th, (Jewlsh Telegraphic Agency).

The Government Commission for Jewilsh Settlement (Comzet)
was seversly censured to-day by the Central Executive Committee
of the Soviets for its failure in the campaign for placing young
Jews from.the Jewish townships in the factory schools, and has
been ordered not to repeat the mistekes that have been made when

the new .campaign is started in the autumn.

The resolution adopted by the Central Executive Committee
‘calls updn the Ministries of Industry, Transport and Internal
affairs to work out proper policies for the welfare of the Jewish
youths coming into the new industries. It emphasises the need
of providing for their physical requirements, espeeclsally in the
mattez- of housing and sleeping accommodation.

The resolution then goes on to instruct the Comzet and

: u:s related bodies to start immediately & census of Jewish youths

avallable for the factory schools next autumn, and to submit their
findings at an early date to the Council of Nationalities to en-
‘able this body ‘to take such action as will ensure the efficient
carrying. out .of the ghetto-to-raobory cempaign for Jewish youths.®
in the coming year. .
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JTWISH DIPUTIES IN POLAND VOTE WITH GOVERNMENT ON RATIFICATION
~OF FRENCH LOAN: STAND AGAINST OPPOSTﬁW TACTICS: FLOF OF
CHPITAL INTO COUNTRY WUST THPROVE RGONOMIC POSLY
THOLE _POPULATION INCLUDING JEWS SAYS JEWISH SPOKESMAN.

jarsaw, Apr'il 26th., (Jewish Telegraphic Agency).

The Club of Jewish Deputies voted with the Government
to-day in favour of the ratification of the milliard franc
French loan for Poland, which was carriled at the special sitting
of the Seym, against the votes of the opposition parties.

Deputy Rothenstreich, the spokesman of the Club of Jew-
i1sh Deputies, sald that the Club was voting with the ‘Government
because, although the loan was hedgad round with difficult condi-
tions, they were convinced that the flow of capital into the
country could have only a good effect on the economic situation,
benefiting the entire population, including tha Jewish inhabi-
tantis.

GRAVE CONCERN OVZR MR, HARRY SACHER'S CONDITION: Bx;oon TRANS-
ﬁ‘S‘Loi BYING CONSIDERED.

Jerusalem, April 25th. (Jewish 'I‘elegr-aphlc Agency) .

lr. Harry Sacher's condition is-giving rise to grave -
concern, » Although the femily is satisfied with the treatment
he 1is receiving, they have nevertheless called in a consultant
from Tgypt to give his advice. Internal hemorrhage is suspected.
— The pcssihility of blood transfusion is being considered the
~ J.T.A. understands.

("o

DID NOT INTEND BLOW AT DR SUKEN’K PERE VINGENT EXPLAINS: MY PUPIL
AND T CAVS KNO'N HIM SICIT YGARS AS COOD "OFE%R AND SCIENTIST.

Jerusalem; april 24th., (Jewish Telegraphic Agency). .

Pere Vincent, the famous archeologist who complained here
this week about Dr. Sukenik's lecture in Berlin a few months back
on the Jewish graves in Jerusalem at the time of Jesus, urging that ~
"the returners frem exile should caution their young archeologists
to exercise more care in their announcements and to pay more re-

&)pect to things sacred to Christians", explaihed to-day that he had.
not-intended to make a blow at Dr. Sukenik, Dr. Sekenik is my

- pupil; he sald, and I have known him for eight years as a good
worker and a sound scientist. But 1t was wrong, he added, to
suppose that the words he spoke of came from an ossuary of the
time of Jesus.

l\'ILLION DOLLARS BEQUEATHED TO JEWISH CHARITIES BY NEW YORK JEVISH
NERCEANT.
New Yox-k, April 25th. (Jewish Telegraphic. Agency). '
Almost & million dollars have been bequeathed for Jewish . '
charities by Morton Meinkerd, the President of & New York textile
firm, who died on board ship on April 15th. while on his way to
Jspan-

(NOT FOR PUBLICATION UNLESS BY PREVIOUS ARRANGEMENT).
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