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' NO SPECIFIC JEWISH PROBLEM IN LATVIA PRIME 'MINISTZR TELLS J.T,A.
- i i i A TG

s NJOY
IPRTLENT BXISTS FOR TTSADING TO

Figa, kar. 1lth. (Jewish Telegraphic igeney).

There is no specific Jewish problem in Latvia,  the
Prime Minister, Mr. Fugo ®elmins, whbse coalition Governpient
formed in 1928 has just been reconstituted under his Premiership,
sald to-day when he received iir. Jacob Landau, the Lanaging
Director of the Jewish Telegraphic hLgency, and kir. B. Smolar,
J.T.k, Special Representative, at the Parliament House ?gaeima).

The national minorities enjoy equality, the "Premier de-
clared. Their schools and theatres, including the Jewish schools
and theatres, are subsidised by the Government. There is also a

- special Jewish Bepartment in existence for the purpose of looking

after Jewish cultural interests.

Latvia will never forget the relief which the American
Jews, through the Joint Distribution Committee, gave our country
during the war, the Prime Minister continued. We appreciate
especially the reconstruction work of the Joint Distribution
Committee in building a& large number of houses in Dwinsk and other

. cities which were destroyed by the war, the Premier said. Nor

shall we forget the relief on behalf of the children and the war .
orphans. e Jewish Hospital in Riga, which was built by the

funds of the Joint Distribution Committee, he added, is one of

our best medical institutinns, treating all people without distinc-
tion of Jew or Christian. It 1s an institution of which our 4
capltal is proud, and :t Cnuerves the splendid reputation which

it enjoys throughout tie country.

Asked why there is no law in Latvia to enable ths Jewish
Communitiec to impose & tax of their own on their members, as is
done in other countries, for the upkeep of the local Jewish social
welfare -institutions, the Prime Minister sald that such a project
is .now under consideration by the Govermment. A

JeTodis MI§§316! .BESN OF TREKINDOUS VALUE IN'OBTAINING MINISTIZR OF
TOR_OF KOVNO JEWISH

: INTSRIOR'S IS%UR’ME ON_ST:ATENLOSE EDI
! DZITY DECLARES,

Kovno, Mar. 1lth. (Jewish Telegraphic Lgency).

E . The signed statement gilven by the Xinister of the Inter-
for, K. iravichus, to Mr. Jaoob Landau,and lr. B, Smolar (reported
in the J.T,A. Bulletin of the 10th. inst,) on the position of the
Staatenlose in Lithuania will be welcomed by the Jewish .population
withugz'eat satisfaction, Mr. R. Rubinstein, the editor-inwchief of
the "Yiddishe Stimme" here, one of the léaders of. Lithuanian Jewry,
vrites in an editorial in his paper to-day. -The J,T,A., mission to
Xovno has: been of -tremendous value to the Jews of Lithuania, he says,
in-having obtained such a declaration. : R
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“hat Jewish reader dues not know the .initials J.T.u.,
1r. Rubinstein writes further. They stand for the name of the

valusble, well-tried, and ‘exhaustive news service of the Jewish
Telegraphic /genoy from all parts of the Jewish worid. Until

the J.T./.. stérted it little over ten years ago, the__Jewish precs
could not boast of such a luxury &s & world-wide Jowish news ser-
vice.., The success of the now enterprise proved its need. Jewish
1ife ih the post~war period wes most complex. New Jewish communi-
ties grew up, new social and national movements came into being.
The struggle for existence waged by the Jows became harder than
ever. The Jewlsh press developed on & large scale and before
long hundreds ¢f Jewlsh newspapers were belng published. A
reguler objective Jewish news-service 1s to-day & vital necessity
to the Jewish press which serves millions of Jewish readers.

This is the work done by the J.T.A. It has become the vital
nerve of the Jewish newspaper. It joins together the scattered -,
Jewlsh communities of the world. It links Kovno with Buenos .
~ires; Warsaw with San Franc¢isco. Without.the J.,T,A, one could
not now conceive of a normal Jewish daily press. In eddition,

the J,T.L. serves a large part of the non-Jewish press on happen-
ings relating to Jews and Jewry obtained from a reliable source,
which helps tc improve relations between peoples'and to make for
en undsrstanding of. Jewish ideals, sufferings, hopes.

There 1is another work in which the JwT.A, 1s engaged to

ts great honour, the "Stimme" continues.  The: J.T.h. service is’
also read by politicians and dlplomats ard very often it happens
that the Roumenian or Polish Ambassador in the United States or
elsewhere learns through the J.T.A. service of persecutions in-
flicted on the Jews of his own country. Knowing how such news
1s damaging to ‘the interests of his country, he generally brings
1t ‘to the notice of his Government. Trying to deny the J.T.,A.
reports has been shown by experience %o bo Incfiective, because
the J.T.Li.meintainingits own correspondsnts all over the world

is in a position to substantiete its reports.

We. Lithuanian Jews could tell meny an interesting story
of this direct effect of the J,T.L. service on Governmentai policy
in Jewish ah;}‘airs, the "Stimme" writes. Governments and diplo-
mats know thiat there 1s an eye that sees, an ear that hoars, and
that the telegraph and the telephone immediately meke what has been
seen and heard known throvghout the world. Also the interviews
which the speciel representatives of the J.T.A. have obtained with
kinisters and leading politiclans concerning the political and
legal status of their Jewish communitles are of inestimable value.
s a famous Jewish journallst once put it, the-J.T.A. is a Jewish

" imbassador without a State.

- -
- QUILOOK: FOR POLISH J¥#RY: PRINT MINISTEZR TSLLS J3%ISH PRO-GOVIRN-
Pa— GLVING C.R.I

“HENT DurUTiEs #3 IS

FUG_CONSIDURATION TO THLIR

IR [SH CONDITIONS: DZPUTISS URGED
< T 1.0 GING IN _GRIGULTURS ST..03
TS REMOVEL OF BURDZN OF TAXATION

CRaDT! TWISH GU-0Pm VES REMOVE,
 ZND LODIFTGITON OF SUNDLY OLOSING Lall:

arsaw, Mer. 1lth. (Jewish. Telegrayhic gency).

The Prime linister, Colonel Slawek, after a long confer-
ence vith- the Jewish members of the Pro-Government Parlismentary
Qiub, Deputies Wislicki, Minzberg, and Jeger, and Senatogvkendelsohn,

" who were Joihed by Deputy Rebbi Levin, the Agudist representative,

hes:given them en assurence that he will give careful ard favourable
consideration to the verious proposals which they urged on him for
the amelioration of the position of the .Jewish population, the Jew-
ish.Deputies of the Pro-Government Club have to-day informed the  °
Jowish. Telegraphic Agency here. . E
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- The Jewish Deputies. inform the J.T..L. that they urged on
on the Primo Minister the need of gilving facilities for Jews to
engage in agriculture in Poland, of providing State credit-aids
for the Jewlsh co-operatives, of remitting the burden of old taxa-
tion, which leads to aotions against many Jews uneble t6 pey the
large amounts of back-errears, of modifying the compulsoly Sunday
Closing Lew, postponing the process of compulsory introduction of
machinery into the bakeries which result in large number of Jewish
bekeries all over the country being closed down, because they
cannot- afford the inodex;n machinery required under the new regula-
tions, and thddprovision of kosher food for Jews while doing
their military service.

o The Prime Minister, Colonel 8lawek, had an interview
at the end of January with Deputy Rebbi Dr. Thon, the President
of the Club of Jewish Deputies, and Deputy Dr. Rosmarin, the Vice-
President of the Club, in which he disoussed with them at length
the various Jewish demands set out by Rabbi Thon in a detailed 1
expose in which he emphasised “he present distress of the Jewish
population and their needs in the economic, political and cultural
flelds. The Prime Minister assured the Jewish Deputles that hes
was going to enquire into.the Jewish postulates in regard to the

most urgent points affecting the economic position, the organisation

of the Jewish communities and the Jewish school system, with a view
to.seelng what could be done to satisfy the Jewlsh demends. 'he
relations between the Poles and Jews have improved so much that

it is now possible to give effect to the Jewish postulates step

by step, .the Prime liinister told Dr. Thon and Dr. Rosmarin in the
course of the conversation. .

. Rabbi Dr. Thon, speaking with the Jewish Telegraphic
4genoy after the conversations with the Prime Linister, saigrthat
the conversation had been most satisfactory and explained.that the
principal demands which Dr, Rosmerin and he hed put to the Premier
were; & modification of the Compulsory Sunday Closing Lew, to
enable the Jews who keep closed on Saturday to pursue their busi-
ness for a number of hours on Sunday and Christian holidays,
facilitles for  Jews to obtain employment in the State service,
which at present is practically clesed to Jews, and a reduction

. of the tuz-noyer-—bax, which imposes a heavy burden on the commer-

olal and industriel sections of the population, in which the Jews
are largely represented, and which is tending to intensify the °
economic distress among Polish Jewry. .

WE_APPRECIATE ASSURANCES 'YHIGH HAVE COMT THROUGH POLISH
“GOVERNIMINT QFFICILS AND INTSNTIONS OF POLISH GOVIRNMINT TO
GIVE FZIR TREATMZNT TO J2:10H POPUL . Fo) . _ARBURG
TEAD OF JOINT DISTRISUTION COMMITILS WRITTS: WHATCVSR GOVERN-

g oS i = .CTO] T IS T WL
TTITH GRIAT DAL OF TNTGREST: WZ ZSK N0 SPI0LL F-.VOURS FOR
mm&mmm QUAL OPPORTENITIZS

R e S e

New York, wmer.: 4th.. (J,T.A. Mail Service).

. oWe appreciate the assurances which have come through the
Polish Government officials and the intentions of the Polish
Government to give fair treatment to the Jewish population, which
is naturally intensely interested in the further development of
Poland, . Whatever the Government decides to do must be satisfac-

.tory to us'and we are watching with a great deal of interest,

Felix ks :Warburg, Chairman of the Joint Distribution Committee of
hAmerice, has‘written in a letter to Nr. Sigismond Stoyovsky, Chair-
man of ithe Kolo Polskie (Polish Circle) a local Polish cultural -
group which had invited Mr. Warburg to a gathering held in honour
of Dr. Titus Zbyszewski, former Polish Consul-General 1n Palesting

"Who has. now assumed,the duties of Polish Consul in Chicagos
i . N . N : b i
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It goes without saying, kr. ferburg's letter continues,
that, with the different Government monopolies established in
Poland, the world-wide tendenoyu;? drive out the middle man has
affected the Jewlsh population avourably and, if we may suggest
1t,s0me of us hepo thadt . 4in these Government monopolies, the
Jews may receive a tair share of the employment, 'so that they may
be enabled to put their good qualities at the disposal of the
Government to the advantage of the country which is theirs. They
love. it as their country and they surely desire to give 1t every
patriotic support. We would not ask any special favours for the
Jewish population, but merely equal opportunities. It 1is naﬁur‘--
ally our.hope that the "special laws", harking back to the Rusaian
Czarist, times, may séon be abdlished, as advised, as I undersbund,
by the Polish Lewer Houss. :

~ I am writing you these lines, Mr. Warburg goes on; in
case yol want to communicate thém to your colleagues, end I wish
once more to express to you my appreciation for giving these .
matters youwr valuable considerbtion. I would bave done so in
person but, uponomy doctor?s orders, I must try to be out-of~
doord as much' as I can and I expeet to spend next week-end eway

_from New York.

It goes without saying, Mr. Warbung further writes, that
I am very much gratified that your circle finds it worth while to
discuss $he relationship between the Polish Government and the
Jewish people at one of your gatherings. As Chairman of the
kmerican Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, it has been my duty
to watch over the conditions of living of the Jewish population
in Poland ever since the World War, and I am, of course, acquainted
with some of the different phases through which that popiilation
has been obliged to pass. When the armies swept to &nd fro, our
units went to the refugee districts to help with food ahd medicine
to support the sufferers. When, driven by the armies, soms of
them fled to Austria, we took care of these refugees in large
numbers in Vienna and elsewhere. When hospitals and other build-
ings had to be reconstructed, we provided sanitoria, clinics and
medical ald; thousands of orphan children had to be provided for
and - later given training for variodus occupations. During the
period from 1914 to 1919, the Joint Distribution Committee expend-
ed in Poland &nd its. environs over 11% million dollars, and since
1920 ovef 12} million dollars - an aggregate of approximately
24 million dollars. Vhen railroad and post connections were dis-
organised, we established a transfer system through which over '
8% million dollars were: sent by relatives to their friends in
Poland for relief. -

At all times, Mr. Warburg says, we have tried in every
way to co-cperate with the ‘Government which, fortunately, has grown
stronger and stronger all the tlme, and we have taken great satis-
faction in seeing the indusfrial developments' and improvements as
they have taken place. "1hg the period of reconstruction, we
established in Poland 528 loan kassas. and co-operatives and 609
free loan societies, whioh.assisted a tremendously large numbsr
of people with credits which they might not have received otherwise.

I have the privilege of being one of the not numerous
Gentiles who have had the oppertunity of knowing intimately the
two most important Jewish cenbres in the 0l1d %orld - Poland and
Palestine, Dr. Zbyszewsky said at bha-’meet:ing. Now I am in the

. ~third, perhaps the most. important, certainly the largest and the

. richest.. I -shall certainly try to maintain in Chicago my friend-

ship wethitho Jews. .But I roalise that the task of a Polish

.official towards the Jews here is very different and perhaps more

difficult- than the task of & Folish representative in Palesting.

There the Jews are weak. They need protectiony: thay need assist-

ance :--you want to ‘assist, to help your brethren in Polend. Instead

. of & policy of ‘protection, of friendly help, a jblicy: of dollabora-

‘“.tion,. of mutual confidence is needed. I am suré; he eonoluded,

- that the,day when the aims of the Good-Will comqi'i%tee will be real-
ised 45 no longer distent, and that a new era ii Polish-Jewish re-
latlons must. come soon.: I mean by that era ndt.bhly the absence
of: fiotion, not| only'a satisfactory settlement 9. Jewish -hopes, '

- but-a’sincers, -deep_heartfelt frisndship -and ¥
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FIFTY YI.RS OF JEWISH
TS INC=

dew York, Mar. lst. (Jewlsh Telegraphic igency).

This year is a year of jubllee - marking half e century
since the beginning of mess immigration from Zastern Turope intor
the United States, Mr. Abraham Hermen, the President of the Pias’
(Fobrew Immigrant Aid eand Sheltering Soolety) began his presiden-~
tial address to the 22nd. annuel meeting of the Hias held here to- n,
day (briefly reported by cable'in the J.TF.A. Bulletin of the 3rd.
inst.). It is fifty years, Mr. Herman went'én, since the pogroms

\\ﬂn Russia began. It was 4t Balta that the first outbreak against

e

®

. face and bldme the next man for what may be our own shorto ming

the Jews ocdurred. This was the beginning of the most terrible
perseoutions to which Jews were subjectdd. Pogrom followed pogrom.
Then oame the hateful May Laws which to all intents and purposes
outlawed millions of -Jews in the Russian Empire. .

. Almost from its very beginning thls country was regarded
as the land to which the oppressed and the persecuted among all
peoples could come freely. It was but natural that Jews should
look to the United States as a haven of refuge. 4nd, 1indeed;
they were not disappointed. The doors of America were wide open.
The Goddess of Liberty, holding aloft the flaming Torch of Free- .
dom welcomed the refugees. These defenceless men, women and chil-

' dren, fleeing from man's inhumenity to man; hoped to find, and did
find, here the opportunities and the peace denied them in their
native country. )

In 1881 the total Jewish population of the United’ States
was 250,0!{0 out _of a total of 45 million. ~ To-day there are
approximately 4% million Jews out of a general population of more
than 120 million. . . :

It 1s well to ask what these fifty years have meant both
to us Jews and to smerica. . Whatihave these immigrants accomplish-
ed?  What has their coming here meéant to America? We think the
answer 1s written in large and indelible letters in the pages of
the story of the development «f Amerioh. We are grateful for
what fAmerica has given us bountifully, We believe that lmerica
hes-equal reason to be thankful for the manifold contributions
to her wealth and her position through the endeavours and the ener-
gles of these Zmmigrants who have become so closely interwoven with
the ‘American fabrioc. - N

There is unfortunately an animosity to-day against the
alien; against the foreign-born, MNr. Hermen proceeded. The world
is awry. ' There is depression, and it is world-wide; there is
strife; there are upheavals, The United Statéds is no exception
to this state. of restlessness so characteristic of our age. Lnd
“when: oonditions bre bad, someone is looked for to blame for. this
sorry state of affairs, a scapegoat. And so in this present
crisis, the shout is "blame the immigrant”. - This is ‘the ory of
the demagcgue and of the unthinking. Instead of 1ueking for the
basio trouble, 'since the entire'world is affected, We scan the sur-

)

Prejudices are thus . stirred and hatreds engendered. In time c;.

- 8stress 1t 1s 'the easlest thing to light and apply the torch of |
propaganda,. . This is what is being done to-day. - This is at the *
bottom of the proposed legislation still further to limit immigra~
tien.} :.There"is absolutely no warrant for any more restriction. :

PR i : . . e




J.T.A+ BULL:ITIN. -8 - 13/3/31.

Although the year had been a very difficult one, lkir.
Herman went on, the Hias had saved tens of thousands of Jews from -
1t is no exaggeration - destruction, and afforded them a new chance.

34,803 Jews had emigrated during last year from Zurope
and had settled in the United States, the Argentine, Brazil,
Uruguay, Canada, France, Cuba, liexico, Chile and other countries.
12,663 came to the United States, Mr. Herman reported.

In speaking of the various activities carrled on by the
‘Hias on behalf of the emigrants, Mr. Herman mentioned that the
Society has a deficit of 16,539 dollars for the current year, which
added to the deflclts of previous years aggravateg the Soclety's
financial burden. The inecome for the year had been 521,061 dollars
and the expenditure ha# ' anounted to 337,601 dollars.

3%

{CTION AGLINST PALESTINE iRAB PiPER _FOR
11S35D: BDITOR'S PLGA THAT IT
NOWLEDGS SUCCIEDS .

- Jerusalem, Mar. 12th. (Jewish Telegraphic Agency).
The criminal proceedings which were started against lir.

Tssa el Issa, the editor of the Palestine Arab organ "Felestin",
for publishing the blood 1libel story last week (reported in the
J.T.A. Bulletiu of the 3rd., inst.), has been dismissed on the plea,

8 corroborated by witnesses that the 1libel was printed without his
knowledge, and without evil intent. A large crowd of irabs
present in court applauded the magistrate'!s ruling in dismissing
the ‘case.

PUBLISHING BLOOD LIBTL
P SHuD "ITEOUT ¥

The "Felestin" continues to be suspended for the present.

ZBSENGE OF FAIR WiGE CLAUSE AND PROVISION FOR PROPZR LABOUR GONDI-
£ P TLL [RIG_OIL-PIPS LIN: TO HAIFA
ENO™N _TO COLONIAL SECRCTZRY DR. DRUNMNOND SHIZLS SEYS “HEN
QUESTIONED_IN BOUSE OF COMEONS: POINT IS SNGLGING ITTENTION

: — BE _ADDS, .

London, kar. 12th. (Jewish Telegraphic Agenoy).
The Secretary for the Colonies 1s aware that there 1is
no such c}huae in the agreement. The peint 1s engaging attention,
Dr. Drummond Shiels, the Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies,
said in the House of Commons this afternoon, when Mrh Will Thorne,
the veteran Labour leader asked whether his attention had been |
called to the fact that the convention regulating the transit of
‘9 the mineral oil of the Iraq Petroleum Company through the territory
of Palestine contained no clause for safeguarding fair wages and
labour conditions or for labour legislation under the convention,
and what steps did he intend to take with & view to rectifying the
omission. .
. We are gning into the matter now, Dr. Shiels added,
:when_Kr. Thorne put a further question whether he would do his
level best to see that Lrabs and Jews should have the minimum
rate of pay while putting down this pipe tract.
o The convention shows how anxious the British authorities
_in Pdlestine are to be as accommodating as possible to induce the
corpany to. carry the pipe line over Palestine territory and have
it terminate in the Faifa Bay, Palestine Labour circles complained
. ,(rAepo‘rr.ed in the J.T.A. Bulletin cf February 13th.) immediately
.the terms of the convention becams .ktnown. Palestine Labour is
perturbed over the:faot, it was stated, that the provision with
vegard, to employment of Palestine Labour is not qualified by any
giemanddfor the protection of the labourer, such as a fair wage '
clause”or insurance. If the convention were one whioh required
the ratification of the British Parliament, it was argued, the |
o ri@ts’ of the workers would not have been so disregarded. - |
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