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BASLE, AGAIN THE SCENE
OF ZIONIST CONGRESS,
ACCENTUATES CONTRAST
Opens in Solemn Mood; Americans
Resent Curtailing of Delegation
(Jewish Telegraphic Agency)

Basle, August 31. — Grey haired
men, veterans of the Zionist move-
ment, occupied the platform in the
Messe Hall at the first session of the
Fifteenth Zionist Congress which was
opened here yesterday. The majority
of these men were participants in
the first congress held in this city
on Aagust 30, 1897; others who joined
later, have spent a lifetime in advo-
cating Zionism among the Jewish
masses. Among the members of the
Actions Committee one could see only
2 few younger men.

The Great Messe Hall, brilliantly
lighted and beautifully decorated
with the blue and white Zionist flag
and the picture of the founder of the
movement, Dr. Theodor Herzl, on the
platform against a background of a
blue sky, was a marked contrast to
the mdoest Casino Hall where modern
political Zionism was born. The pres-
ence of representatives of the League
of Nations, the British government
and many members of the diplomatic
corps impressed the 270 delegates
with the political progress which
culminated in international recogni-
tion_achieved by the movement since
its ‘inception.

Participants of the first Zionist
Congress who remembered the limit-
less enthusiasm and youtbful visions
which animated the first assembly,
commented upon the solemn earnest-
ness which characterized the opening
session of the Fifteenth Congress.
Instead of fiery visionaries, the aver-
age delegate gave the impression of
an experienced, somewhat disap-
pointed Zionist worker. There were
no storriy ovations at the session.
The crisis in Palestine hovered over
the brilliantly lighted hall.

Weizmann, the man who is largely
responsible for the brilliant successes

(Continued on page 4)

VILNA SUFFERS FROM FLOOD;

JEWISH QUARTER DAMAGED

(Jewish Telegraphic Agency)

Vilna, Aug. 31.—The dams on the
River Wiljia broke last night, causing
2 flood in the outskirts of Viluna, main-
ly populated by Jews.

Many houses were flooded and
;nutch damage caused. No lives were
ost.

WEIZMANN DEMANDS

CONSTRUCTIVE PRO-

GRAM FOR FURTHER PALESTINE WORK
Zionism’s Progress Has Changed World’s Attitude to Jewish Problen., He
Says; Palestine Interest Inherent in All Eloments of Jewry; Warns
Against Depression; Asks for Means to Remove Acute Need

(Jewish Telegraphic Agency)

Basle, Aug. 31—Warning against
both over and under estimation of
Zionist achievements in Palestine in
the effort to create a Jewish Nation-
al Home there in accordance with the
provisions of the Mandate of the
Leéague of Nations, Dr. Chaim Weiz-
mann, president of the World Zion-
ist ‘Organization, in his address open~
ing the Fifteenth Zionist Congress
here yesterday, urged the Zionist leg-
islative body to pave the way for
farther efforts of Jews throughout
the world to bring the ideal of Zion-
ism nearer realization.

The Zionist Congress which meets
every two years to formulate the
plans of Zionist activity in Palestine,
deciding on the scope and character

of the agricultural and urban settle-|

ments, as well as on the enterprises
created by the Organization with a
view to promoting the development
of the Jewish National Home, was
admonished by the President to tell

SECOND CONGRESS SESSION

LISTENS TO POLITICAL REPORT

OF DR. CHAIM WEIZMANN
(Jewish Telegraphic Agency)

Basle, Aug. 31.—The sceond session
of the Zionist Congress was open_ed
here this morning under the chair-
manship of Dr. Leo Motzkin.

Following the report of Dr. Grone-
mann on behalf of the Congress Court
on the credentials of the delegates,
Dr. Chaim Weizmann, president of the
World Zionist Organization, took the
floor to submit his report on the politi~
cal work of the Zionist Executive.

In his statement Dr. Weizmann de-~
clared that no unexpected develop-
ments are to be awaited in the politi-
cal situation of the Zionist movement.
It is a slow but steady march ahead.
He also reviewed the negotiations
leading tu the agreement between him
and Mr. Marshall on the formation of
the Jewish Agency and stated that
while the agreement was adopted in
principle, the organization of the
Agency must await the report of the
experts commission which will be
ready in March. Mr. Sokolow, who
followed Dr. Weizmann, completed
the report of the Executive by giving
additional details of both the political
and organizational activities.

the Jewish people in and outside of
Palestine that it has “learned the
lesson” from the experiences in Pal~
estine which resulted in the recent
set-backs. These set-backs, however,
are nothing but temporary obstacles
which, the Zionist leader urged, must
be overcome.

The President of the World Zionist
Organization in his address to the
270 delegates assembled in Messe
Hall, drew a picture of Jewish life
as it presented itself thirty years
ago before the inception of the Zion~
ist movement and asserted that the
progress of Zionism and the work un~
dertaken in Palestine have materially
changed the world’s attitude toward
the Jewish problem. “Zionism,” he
stated, “though essentially a national
movement has not the characteristics
of an aggressive nationalism, but is
rather a profession of a faith which
has its root in the ancient Hebrew
calture and is in substance an ideal-
istic spiritual power. In the efforts
of Zionists to make this power a re=
ality in Palestine, it is their sincerest
desire, as experience has shown, to
live in peace and friendship with their
Arab neighbors in Palestine,” he
stated.

In the course of his address Dr.
Weizmann urged the delegates not
to limit the activities of the Congress
to a celebration of the thirtieth anni~
versary of the Zicnist movement, but
to devote their attention to the acute
problems, particularly the problem of
unemployment, and the formulation
of plans for a further extended con-
tinnation of the reconstruction work.

“Time and place,” Dr. Weizmann
began, “link this gathering in a sym-
bolic manner with the beginning
of the Zionist movement. Three
decades ago a new cpoch in the his-
ory of the Jewish people was begun
here. It was here that a borderline
for the centuries-old Jewish Diaspora
was drawn. Basle was inscribed in
our modern history by the first Zion-
ist Congress, where the Basle pro-
gram was adopted, with which the
Balfour Declaration is undestroyably
connected both in name and in con-
tent.

“We have gathered her~ again in

(Continued on page 3)
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SOKOLOW URGES UNITY OF JEWISH PEOPLE
FOR BUILDING NATIONAL HOME

view: istory of.Zionism for Past 30 Years; Zionis!n Substituted Jewish
Re\lé:;s;?nts’b)' Demand for Rights, He Says, Recalling Ear.ly }?aules
with Anti-Zienists; Land of Promise Now Land of Realization

(Jewish Telegraphic Agency)

Basle, August 31.—The history of
the Zionist movement, aiming at the
establishment of the Jewish National
Home, which started at Basle Aug-
ust 30, 1897, was reviewed in the
opening address of Nahum ESokolow,
well-known Hebrew writer, one of

jo | the leaders of the Zionist movement,
ai| and Chairman of the World Zionist

Rat Executive. hamble beginmi o
Cabseription Rates i From the humble beginning o
> asnxdcv.coaom‘h E?;.%%‘ gathering of Jewish intellectuals
100 §;‘§g and dreamers, who gave po}itical ex-~
- ion to the age-old Jewish dream
Eatered a5 sccondclass manier Juir 49, 1937, of the “return to Zion” in accord-
BT s ¥ Tars, T ance with Biblical predictions, Zion-

Copyrighted

RUSSIAN JEWISH COLONISTS
NOT uAMPERED IN RELIGION,
JAMES BECKER, BACK, STATES
The Soviet government has issued

instructions to _the local authorities in

the regions wher» Jewish colonies
are located that c.lonists should not
be interfered with if they desire to
erect synagogues, declared James

Becker of Chicago, who returned yes-

terday on the steamer Paris from an

extended visit to Russia. Mr. Becker
accompanied Felix M. Warburg,
chairman of the Joint Distribution

Committee, on his visit to the Jewish

colonies in Russia.

“The Jewish colonization work in
Russia surrassed all my expectations.
1 have always followed with great in-
terest the opinions expressed by those
who returned from Russia concerning
the success of the Jewish colonization
work there. These opinions, however,
are weak in comparison with the en-
thusiastic inspiration one obtains
when visiting the colonies.

“The Jewish colonists are not peas-
ants. There is a strong cultural and
spiritual life in the colonies and those
of them who want to engage in relig-
ious activities and find no obstacles,”
he stated. Mr. Becker praised the lead-
ership of Dr. Joseph A. Rosen, to
whom the success of the zolonies is
due, he stated.

‘When asked for his impressions of
Palestine which he also visited recent~
1y, Mr. Becker stated that no compari-~
son between the Jewish colonization
work in Russia and Palestine should
be made. “Both are worthy of full
support. The colonies in Palestine are
the most successful enterprises that I
saw in the country. Their flourishing
ga_ndi.tion is due no doubt to the' great.
idealism and ‘devotion ‘of the settlers.

ism, during this period, gained
international sanction through the
issuance of the Balfour Declaration,
the acceptance by Great Britain from
the League of Nations of the Man-
date for Palestine and the beginning
of agricultural and urban colonization
which resulted in an increase in the
Jewish population of Palestine by
100,000 since the close of th.> War.

In reviewing the history and depict-

*| ing the present difficulties due to the

economic erisis in Palestine, Mr. So-
kolow urged an all-Jewish unity for
‘he accomplishment of the goal set
in the so-called Basle program in
1897.

“A great section of our history
looks upon us assembled here in this
town which witnessed the beginning
of our movement and gave life to a
force that has awakened the slumber-
ing forces of our people. Modern
Zionism bears the indelible impress
of the Basle program,” he stated.
“After 2,000 years of silence the Jew-
ish people who suffered like none
other, spoke again to the world’s pub-
lic opinion through the mecium of the
Zionist movement. It has not com-
plained, as before, but has solemnly
proclaimed its right to Israel’s land.
Dr. Theodore Herzl lifted the veil of
the future and raised the torch of
the Prophet. Zionism was a return
to Jewish idealism,” Mr. Sokolow
stated.

Recalling the early skirmishes be-
tween the Zionists and the anti-Zion-
ists within the Jewish community, Mr.
Sokolow stated that the Zionist move-
ment was a challenge to the doctrine

The Jews in Palestine place great
hopes in the experts commission of
the Jewish Agency, which was re-
ce:ived there enthusiastically,”. he .sta.

of assimilation.

“Our fight against assimilation be-
gan here. Dr. Max Nordau, the late
philosopher and writer, one of the
greatest spirits in modern Jewish life,
began this war here. At that time
the assimilation doctrine was domi-
nant in the Jewish communities. Its
policy was to disguise, to pursue a
policy of cowardly retreat, silence and
mimicry. Nordau swung his light~
ning scourge against assimilation
from the platform erected by the
Zionist movement in this city.

“The thirty years which have
elapsed since, are divided into three
periods: a Herzl period, a Wolfson-
Warburg period and the present per-
iod. In Herzl's time Zionism passed
through its creative stages. In the
second period the organization which
evolved at the first Zionist Congress
consolidated its forces and prepared
for the future. In the third, the
present period, international recog-
nition for Zionism and the beginning
of the realization of the idea of 2
Jewish national home was obtained
under the British Mandate and the
protection of the League of Nations
and the International treaties. Thus
the land of promise has become the
Land of Realization,” Mr. Sokolow
stated.

Speaking of the present difficul-
ties eneg °d by Zionists in Pal-
estine, Mr. Sokolow stated:

“Two difficult years are behind us.
Palestine suffers need. Thousands of
workers are unemployed 2and are ex-
posed to starvation. The Zionist
World Organization has made super-
human efforts to ameliorate the situ-
ation. The question now arises; What
shall this Congress do? It must cre-
ate a new force which must continue
to build Palestine until it becomes a
great, real Jewish national home. We
Zionists are ready to bring any sac-
rifice and to make every effort to-
wards that goal. In this spirit the
Various parties and tendencies with-
in the Zionist movement and within
the entire Jewish people must be
united. Our unbending determination
will secure the victory of our cause.

Mav God grant it” Mr. Sokolow
stated.

Z. 0. EXECUTIVE APPOINTS
ZIONIST LOAN COMMITTEE
(Jewish Telegraphic. Agency)
Basle, Aug. 31.—A special commit-
tee to inquire into the possibilities of
secur}nlng an al 1
e
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WEIZMANN DEMANDS

CONSTRUCTIVE PRO-

GRAM FOR FURTHER PALESTINE WORK

(Continued from page 1)

the shadow of that genius, Dr. Theo-
dor Herzl, who created the Zionist
Congress and we propose to dedicate
our deliberations to his memory,
which is enshrined ir the precious
reminiscences of an already legend-
ary tradition.

“Qur movement was created by a
minority of the Jewish people, 2
minority which had little, if any, ex-
perience in political life and in col-
onizing effort. This small beginning
has already to its credit a two-fold
achievement. First, it is r

political conditions concerning Pal-
estine.

“The Jewish people have welcomed
with joy and confidence the accept-
ance of the Mandate by Grezi Britain.
Our creative work in Palestine has
brought Zionists in closer relations
with the mandatory power. With
the continuous progress of the woxk,
this understanding has grown strong-
er and deeper in public opinion in
England and other countries. import-
ant positions in public opinion have
been won.

for creating within Jewry a cystal-
jzed Jewish communal life, and,
second, in normalizing the attitude
of the world toward the Jewish ques-
tion.

“The Jews who have settled in Pal-
estine have demonstrated their natu-
ral creative abilities. This has led
to a total change in the aspect of the
Jewish problem, for the world was
thus given an opportunity of seeing
the Jewish people in u different light
than that in which it had been seen
before. Zionism was responsible for
stimulating those creative abilities
which were demonstrated in Pales-
tine,” Dr. Weizmann said.

“Fractions of the Jewish people
were brought to the Land of Israel,
where they are being fused together
into an economic and cultural entity.
Notwithstanding all the difficulties,
all real experts appreciate the achieve-
ments of the Jewish settlers as con-
tributions of great value.

“The Jewish problem to-day is no
longer the same as it was before the
Zionist Congress in Basle on August
30, 1897, The Jewish problem to-day
is no longer the painful puzzle which
has no solution. The world to-day
understands this problem and it
knows that it can and must find its
natural solution. In the process of
the development of the Zionist move-
mert, the will for action has been
awakened in the Jewish communities
and their political life has ripened.
The external stages for this devel-
opment are: the issuance of the Bal-
four Declaration, the n Remo
decision, the confirmation of the Man-
date for Palestine by the League of
Nations, and the creation of stable

on its Palestine work was appointed
sy the Executive, it was learned to-
ay.

The committee was charged with
considering the various roposals
which were under dlscussmn in re-
cent months. It was stated that the
commitee will subrmt its teport to-the
Congre;

“The Palesti date, when con-
sidered politically, has not given us
all we desire and which we are en-
titled to expect. However, the door
was opened for unhampered activity
and the way was paved for a growing
development of our life. We have be-

BASLE CONGRESS CALLED
‘ELDERS OF ZiON’ MEETING
(Jewish Telegraphic Agency)

Basle, Aug. 31.—“The Trait-
ors’ Congress in Basle—Basle
1897, Basle 1927” is the head-
line of an article by the Na-
tional Socialist writer, Alfred
Rosenberg, appearing in the
“Voelkischer Beobachter,” the
organ of the Hitlerist Party.

“The Fifteenth Zionist Con-
gress at Basle,” the article
says “is a Congress of the Ei-
ders of Zion.” The writer then
quotes long passages from the
“Protocols” to suppert
tention.

come in the full sense the masters
of our own fate, politically and so-
cially. We have reaped what we
have sown,” Dr. Weizmann said.
“These external results were ac-
companied by the internal revolution
which Zionism has called forth with-
in the Jewish people. The great new
opportunity has encouraged a people
which has bean downtrodden and en-
slaved for centuries to regain its lost
national dignity. The sense of life
and the purpose for suffering were
again revealed to us. This great
transformation was the result of
limitless devotion and the unceasmg
labors carried on mod y the

“A fantastic dream has been traus-
formed into a historic reality,” he de-
clared.

“Interest in Palestine is inherent
in all loyal elements of the Jewish
people, although this interest assumes
varying forms and appears under
manifold names,” Dr. Weizmann con-
tinued. “The idea of the Jewish Na-
tional Home generated a power of

attraction which unites on a high
plane the diversified elements of Jew-
ry. The more conscious the will for
the reconstruction of Palestine be-
comes, the more this will comes to
expression, the stronger is the power
of attraction exercised by the living
Jewish Palestine. Our reconstruc-
tion work goes through all the ups
and downs of a steady development.
We ourselves are not satisfied with
all of our work, just as we are not
fully satisfied with the pace of our
progress, driven as we are by the
gruesome knowledge of the critical
situation of the hundreds of thou-
sands of our brethren who cannot
find a2 place under the sun. However,
the disproportion between the will and
the accomplishment, the desire and
the consummation, should not lead us
to an under-estimation of the work
accomplished thus far.

“What Zionism has accomplished
during the thirty years of its exist-
ence stands alome in the history of
the Jewish people. Temporary set-
bachs are unavoidable, but these
should never destroy our equilibriura.
Just as it is unwise to underestimate
the present crisis in Palestine, it is
dangerous to exaggerate it. The
foundations of our reconstruction
work are strong and sound enough
to withstand the crisis. We should
not, however, overlook the fact that
the last experiences have taught
us much. The Basle Congress should
tell the Jewish people in and outside
of Palestine that it has learned the
lesson,” Dr. Weizmann stated.

“Thirty years ago we proclaimed
here the return to the old home. To
this message of peace, we have re-
mained true. Our nationalism is a
profession based on the spiritual and
cultural roots of our existence, Jjust
as the effects of our national move-
ment involves no aggressive action to-
‘ward other peoples, but indeed is an

servants of our ideal. Zionism has
brought about a transformation not
only in the Zionist but it also gave a
new value to Judaism.

“Only thirty years have elapsed
since the mcephon of our movement,
2 period which is small for an ancient
people, but to-day we stand in the
midst of the building of the Jewish
National Home, which was outlined
the Basle _program.

exp of an urge for the recon-
struction of our homeland. Just the
last years of our reconstruction work
in Palestine have strengthened in us
the conviction that not only Jews,
but all the inhabitants of Palestine
benefit by our work. The everyday
life in Palestine has proven the sin-
cerity of our intention for coopera-
tion, peace and friendship thh our
Arab - neighbors. . ° .
(Continued ‘on ‘pag 4)
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"rzu. novnv s presidential
e Palestine crisis and
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Xevelz admitted in a reflective mood
{that “the Palestine mandate when
| considered politiczlly has not given
us all that we desire and which we
axe entitled to expect.” He added im-
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2nd ust be continued.

Nzbhum Sokolow’s address in Heb-
rew was 2 historic review teeming
with pesrls of Hebraic wisdom znd
ephorisms.

The Congress Hall was

ZIONIST CONGRESS

EWISH LAWYER PROPOSED

LINCGILN FOR PRESIDENT
Jewish lawyer first proposed
the esidency, zccozd-
o uccumen,.s which zre repro-
in “Abratem Lincoln: The
:Le nmagogue zllresses
Emanael Hertz znd pub-
Bloch Publishing Com-

tbe

pexy-
This man was Abraham Jonas of

coln was the logical presidential can-
didate daring the troubled days of
pro-znd avti-slavery, occurred during
an interview in 1858 between Horace
Greeley 2nd prominenc petitical lead-
ers of Iinois.

New light on Lincoln’s diverse and

by the American delegation, the Miz-
rachi representatives and the labor

BUmerars with Jews of this
connzry and his devotion to the Qld
Testament, is given in this book. The

xm'toduc‘mn to the book is written by
1

groups. The mest Rensxomsts znd
the R from
participating in the ovation for the
lecders as they arrived in the hall

| Among the American delegates
| dissavisfaction was vibrant st the zn-
neaccement  of the Congress court
imiting the membership of the Amer-
2n delegation to forty on the protest
of the omgasmon leaders. This was
particularly resented becuse the an-~
rourcement was mede before the
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