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GOVERNMENT RECOGRDS SHOW HAYM SAL-
OMON GAVE FORTUNE TO NATION
Congressional Committee Found Claims of Son for Loans Justified;

Story of Patriot Recounted

Was Haym Salomon, Jewish pat-
iot and financicr of the Revolution-
ary War ne , merely “an estima-
ile merchant” or was he a self-saczi-
ficing leader in the iinancial arrange-
ments which made it possible for a
icken Republic to cast off
the rule of Britain?
These ns were taken up in a
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INVESTIGATE OLD AGE
PENSION LEGISLATION

(Jewish Telegraphic Agency)
Chicago, 1ll, Aug. 1—An investi-
gation of the present status of old
age pension legislation in various
states, with a view to stimulating in-
terest in providing security for the
aged, is being made by Abraham Ep-
stein, authority on the problems of
old age and pensions, and for eight
years director of the Pennsylvania
state old-age pension commission.

Mr. Epstein addressed the City
club yesterday.

Spousoring the investigation is the
American  Association for Old Age
rity, of which Bishop Ethelbert

Talhot of the Pennsylvania diocese

of the Protestant Episcopal church is

president and Mr. Epstein is secre-
tary. Jane Adams, Dr. John A. Lapp,

Prof. Paul H. Douglas, Joseph L.

Moss., Thomas E. Rurke and George

F. Mulligan are among those identi-

fied with the organization.

“Only China, India and the United
States are wholly without construc-
tive provision for the worn-out aged,”

. Mr. Epstein declared. “The eastern
countries revere and respect theiv
aged, but in the United States the
tendency is to lose regard for the old
as soon as their income stops.

“The poor farm was not very de-
sirable even under an agricultural so-
ciety,” Mr. Epstein said. “In this in-
dustrial era, when men cease to be in
demand in industry after 45 yars of
age and where public hygiene is
steadily lengthei:ing human life, the
poorhouse fails lamentably to serve
the needs of those oo old to support
themslves. There are 2,000,000 per-
sons 65 years of age or over who are
dependent for all or part of their sup-
port upon some one else. Ounly a frac-

special article in vesterday’s World.

On the basis of a report of a Mass-~
achusetts historian  expressing the
former opinion, the Municipal Azt
Commission has rejected the $75,000
memsorial offered to New York City
by the Federation of Polish Hebrews
in America honoring a dstinguished
predecesscr in the land of their adop-
tion, the paper writes.

On the basis of evidence which con-
vinced Congressional committees dur-
ing the last century, those
the statue hold the latter opinion, and
still proffer the memorial for erection
in Madison Square. They suggest
Madison Square because James Madi-
son. fourth President of the United
States, was enabled through the gen-
erosity of Salomon to pursue his ca-
reer of Revolutionary patriotism.

The total of his benefactions to the
Revolutionary cause has been estima-
ted as high as $600,000. His negotia-
tions for credit with foreign powers

offering |

\
his private stock.” \
There is little in the records ahout |
Salomon, and the literati of New ‘
England, who long held custody of ‘
America’s historical traditions, paid
no attenton to him, the article con- ‘
tinues. Records were lost in the des-
trection of the Washington Capitol |
in 1814. Salomon died young, and the
Federalist papers of the times were
engaged in singing  the praises of
Robert Morris and Alexander Hamil-
ton as the financiers of young Amer-
ica. Only once did he ask considera-
tion of the infant Government, in a
brief memorial to Congress, which is
reproduced later in this article.

From the records of Congressional

committees, however, which urge
nancizl recompense to the heirs of
Salomon, emerges the story upon
which Salomon’s . present-day parti-
sans base their claims.
. “America failed to repay the money
he advanced,” they say, “and now
men seek to rob him of his posthum-
ous fame.”

Those who guard Salomon’s fame
tell the other side of the story, as
follows:

Born in what was then the King-
dom of Poland, Haymn Salomon came

have been placed by investigators oniof a family of the Sephardim, who
a plane with the services of Robert: migrated there after their expulsion

Morris.

“He was the countryman and inti-
mate assocate of Pulaski and Kos-
ciusko,” a committee of the United
States Senate unanimously reported
in 1850, “and from facts submitted to
the committee it has been fully dem-
onstrated, that, in the depth and sin-
cerity of his devotion to the cause of
human liberty, he was not surpassed
by either of these illustrious men.”

“I have for some time been a pen-
sioner on the favor of Haym Salomon,
a Jew broker.” wrote James Madison
in August, 1782, while a member of
the Continental Congress. “The kind-
ness of our little friend is a fund
which will preserve me from extremi-
ties, but I never resort to it without
great mortification, as he obstinately
rejects all recompense. The price of
money is so usurious that he thinks
it ought to be extorted from none

but Athose who aim at profitable spec-
u!aho}x. To a necessitous delegate he
gratuitously spares a supply out of

from Portugal, and prospered. They
passed into exile again upon the par-
tition of Poland. Leaving Lissa, his
birthplace behind him, Salomon so-
journed for a time in London, where
he became intimate with the families
of Moses B. and Jacob Franks. They
were sons of that Adam Franks of
Germany who had been financial ad-
viser and friend to. the Electors of
Hanover, and who is reputed to have
Irat to the Elector who became King
§ecrge I of England, most of the
jdewels he wore at his coronation in
Westminster.

Coming to New York, Salomon mar-
ried Rachael, daughter of Moses B.
Franks. Jacob Franks was at that
time the King’s agent for the North-
ern Colonies, and his son, David, in
Philadelphia, acted in the same capac-
ity, together the Franks brothers
were so important to the financial
interests of the British in_ North
é\me!xcn that it was impossible for.
not to have become familiar

tion are shiftless. Most of the depen-
dency arises out of industrial super-
annuation, inadequate wages, physical
incapacity and lack of rclatives who
can be depended upon for support in

.old age.

with the whole of the British finan-
cial. political and military situation.
Thoroughly in sympathy with the
cause of the American patriots, and
hating oppression from the. British no
less than he had hated Russian

oppression in Poland, he placed his.
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GOVERNMENT RECORDS SHOW

HAYM SAL-

OMON GAVE FORTUNE TO NATION

knowledge at the service of the Amer-
jcan authorities.’

When Gen. Sir George Clinton
captured New York in 1776, Haym
Safemon was immediately = arrested
and cast into prison onthe charge that
he was a spy for Gen. Washington,
and that having received orders from
the rebel Washington to burn the
British fleets and destroy the ware-
houses in which their munitions were
stored, “He attempted to do so to their
great damage and injury.”

Bribing his jailer, he escaped from
prison and fled to Philadelphia, where
he presented the following memorial
to the Continental Congress, already
referred to.

To the Honorable the Continental
Congress:

The Memorial of Hyman Sal

Memorialist as in duty bound &e, &ec.
Haym Salomon.

Phila. al Aug. 25th, 1778.

This quaint document was referred
to the Board of War, and although it
is to be found in the papers or the
Continental Congress, No. 41, Vol. IX,
. 58, there is no record of action
taken upon it. But it is remarkable
for two things * * * gSalomon’s
effort to aid a fellow prisoner * * *
and the frankness of his statement
to the Congress, whose members
thereafter accepted his benefactions
without hesitation—or repayment.

The most important of Salomon’s
services to the American cause were
vet to come. For the benefit of the
Art Commission, these may be stated
in the words of United States Sena-
tor Walker, the first page of whose

late of the City of New York, Merch-
ant, Humbly Sheweth.

That your Memorialist was some
time before the Entry of the British |
Troops at the said City of New York
and soon after taken up as a Spy and
by Gen. Robertson committed to the
Provost—That by the Interposition
of Lieut. General Heister (who
waniod him on account of his knowl-
edge in the French, Polish, Russian,
Italian, ete. Languages.) he was
given over to the Hessian Command-
er who appointed him in the Commis-
sary Way as purveyor chiefly for the
Officers—That being at New York he
has been of great Service to the
French and American prisoners and
has assisted them with Money and

- helped them off to make their Escape

—That this and his close connections
with such of the Hessian Officers as
were inclined to resign and with Mon-
sieur Samuel Demezes has rendered
him  at last so obnoxious to  the
British Headquarters that he was al-
ready pursued by the Guards and on
Tuesday the 1ith inst. he made his
happy Escape from thence — This
Monsieur Demezes is now most bar-
barously treated at the Provost’s and
is seemingly in danger of his Life.
And the Memorialist begs leave to
cause him to be remembered to
Congress for an Exchange.

Your Memorialist has upor this
Event most irrecoverably lost all his
Effects and Credits to the amount of
Five or six thousand Pounds Sterling
and left his distressed Wife and a
Child of a Month old at New York
Waiting that they may soon have an
Opportunity to come out from thence
with empty hands.

In these Circumstances he ‘most
humbly prayeth to grant him any
Employ in the way of his Business
Whereby he may be enabled to support

himself and family — And Your
_CHSELL Al

report nies this article in fac-
simile:

“Having escaped from prison, Mr.
Salomon is next heard of as the ne-
gotiator of ‘all the war subsidies ob-
tained from France and Holland,’
which he indorsed and sold in bilis
to the merchants in America, at a
credit of two or three months, on his
own personal security, without the
loss of a cent to the country, and re-
ceiving only a quarter per centum;
while. as appears from an account
now in the archives of the Depart-
ment of State, relating to the twenty
million livres subsidy, $60,000 were
deducted in France as the cost of ne-
gotiation. It is also seen by the
archives that Robert Morris charges
100,000 livres to the United States,
as having been given to one John
Chaloner, 3th September, 1782, in the
form of douceur, to induce him to use
his efforts_to keep up the rates of
exchange on Paris: also, 10,000 livres,
as paid to one Jones—‘whereas Mr.
Salomon had kept up the prices by
the sales of many millions on the
French Government,” before and after
the giving of those douceurs by Mor-
ris. ‘for which Mr. Salomon did not
charge or receive one cent)”

The quotes are as in the original
of the report, the plain intimation be-
ing that, after scrutiny, the Senator
believed the real financier of the
American Revolution to have been not
Morriz, but Salomon.

There were other activities of a
confidential financial nature during
the same period.’ The friendship of
the Spanish Governmeat was con-
sidered extremely desirable, and so
Salomon advanced from his private
nurse to his Excellency the Minister
Plenipotentiary of King Charles IIL
some -$10,000 for which he was never
repaid. .

The Delegates from Virginia and
elsewhere were unable to obtain their

pay. Haym Salomon paid them, and
never was repaid. His services were
gratefully acknowledged by James
Madison, whq said he was reluctant
to apply to Salomon, because he would
never accept payment for the accom-
modati«as  he so freely dispensed.
References to Salomon in the diary of
Jemes Madison, photograpier in the
Library of Congress, where the manu-
scripts are preserved, are reproduced
with this article for the further ed-
ification of the Art Commission.

Among the men to whom Salomon
advanced money which the Govern-
ment of the United States never re-
paid were Thomas Jefferson, Arthur
Lee; John Randolphy Baron von
Steuben, Gen. Mifflin of Pennsylvania,
Gen. St. Clair, Col. Bland. J. F. Mer-
cer of Virginia, and James Wilson,
one of the signers of the Declaration
of Independence.

Robert Morris, Superintendent of
Finance to the Continental Congress,
found him a never failing help in
time of need. The amount advanced
to individuals and never repaid, owing
not from them but from the Govern-
ment. was estimated by his executors
at $300,000. No claim for this money
was ever made. But in 1850, a Senate
committee concurred in the House
resolution providing for the repay-
ment to the heirs of Salomon the
moneys actually advanced to the Gov-
ernment itself. Messvs. Pennypacker
of Pennsylvania; Morehead of Ken-
tucky; Clayton of Delaware; John-
son of Maryland; Dickinson of New
York, who constituted the Senate
Committee on Claims, unanimously
agreed to report similar to that al-
ready adopted in the House, but too
late for presentation. N

During the second session of the
29th Congress another report was
drawn up by Senator Bradbury, which
gives the indebtedness of the Govern-
ment to the Salomon heirs as follows:

“That it appears from documentary
evidence submitted by the memorial-
ist, that Haym Salomon. his father,
contributed largely of his pecuniary
means towards carrying on the war
of the Revolution, aiding the public
treasury by frequent loans  of
moneys, and advancing liberally of his
means to sustain many of the public
men engaged in the struggle for in-
dapendence, at a time when the
sinews_of war were essential to suc-
cess. It further appears to be satis-
factorily established. that the confi-
dence of Mr. Salomon was so great in
the good faith of the government,
that he parted with his money, rely-
inz ou that good faith for its return.

“He dind suddenlv affer the con-
clusion of peace, and the inventory
of the estate contains a list treasury
and other evidences of indebtedness
of the government of a. very large

(Continved on page 4)
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