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AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS OPENS SESSION IN WASHINGTON

“Thou Dost Evil,” American Jews Tell Roumania, Dr Wise Declares in Biennial Message; President
of Congress Deals WI.tb Jewish Agency Agreement and Proposed National Community
Chest; Outlines Plan for European Conference on Jewish Rights

Washington, D. C., Feb. 20.—“Let
Roumania bethink herself lest she seal
her moral doom by achieving the suc-
cession of Czarist Russia in the matter
of wrong and injustice to the Jew. We
are not and we will not be satisfied to
have an avoidance of pogroms in Rou-
mania. We demand an cnd to that
attitude of the ruling groups and
classes, which makes possible and
even incvitable the student movement
against the Jew. This movement will
be quelled in an hour when Roumania
learns, as learn Roumania will, that
there is such a thing as decent respect
for the opinion of mankind, and that
such opinion cannot be wantonly and
persistently affronted save at a terri-
ble cost from every point of view.”

These words were directed to the
Roumanian Government and people by
Dr. Stephen S. Wise, president of the
American Jewish Congress, in his ad-
dress opening the biennial session of
the Congress at the New Willard
Hotel today.

Several hundred delegates from many
parts of the country are attending the
sessions.

Problems to Be Considered

The situation of the Jews in Rou-
mania, the Weizmann-Marshall accord
on the formation of the Jewish Agency,
democracy in the affairs of American
Jewry, the proposed creation of a Jew-
ish national community chest in the

BLACK HAND ORGANIZATION
TERRORIZES OFFICIALS IN
TRANSJORDANIA DISTRICT
(Jewish Telegraphic Agency)
Jerusalem, Feb. 19.—A terrorist or-
ganization, the Black Hand, has started
operations in Transjordania. The or-
ganization directed anonymous, threat-
ening letters to British officials and to
a number of Arabs_who are known
sympathizers of the British.
Blz‘l‘lf gyndan press claims that the
and organization is supportec
by Bolsheviks. € on s supported

NATHAN STRAUS ARRIVES IN

PALESTINE; MET BY LEADERS

. (ewish Telegraphic Agency)

Haifa, Feb. 19—Natkan Straus,
American Jewish philanthropist, ar-
rived herc yesterday. He was met by
representatives of the Zionist Exccu-
tive and of the Jewish community.

he purpose of Mr. Straus's journey
to Palestine, notwithstanding his rc-
©ni seventy-ninth Dirthday, is the es-
tablishment” of a health center in Je-
rusalem for all races and creeds.

(Jewish Daily Baulletin)
United States and a proposal to call a
European conference on Jewish rights
were the subjects dealt with by Dr.
‘Wise in his opening message.

Dr. Wise paid tribute to the memory
of Israel Zangwill and Achad Ha’am.

After the delivery of the President's
address, the report of the Executive
Committee was presented by Bernard
G. Richards, executive scerctary of the
Congress.

A banquet will be tendered the dele-
gates by the Washington Comumnittee
of the Congress tonight. Senator Wil~
liam E. Borah, Chairman of the For-
cign Reclations Committee of the Sen-
ate, will be the principal speaker.

ICA, HIAS AND EMIGDIREKT
SIGN AGREEMENT FOR IM-
MIGRANT AID COOPERATIO!
Joint Budget Calls for $1€6,000
(Jewish Telegraphic Agency)
Berlin, Feb. 19.—A provisional agree-
ment calling for the cooperation of the
Jewish Colonization Association (Ica),
the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Socicty of
America (Hias) and the United Jewish
Emigration Committee  (Emigdirckt)
concerning the work of aiding Jewish
emigrants was signed here yesterday.
The agreement, which will be in op-
eration for three years, was_signed by
Dr. Louis Oungre, James Simon, Dr.
M. Krainin and Dr. james Bernstein.
The annual budget will amount to
$166,000, of which the Hias has
pledged itself to furnish $100,000 and
the Ica $66,000.

FIRST HEBREW BOOK IN
LATIN CHARACTERS APPEARS
(Jewish Telegraphic Awency)
Jerusalem, Feb. 19.~The first He-
brew book to be_printed in Latin char-
acters was published here.. The book
was issued by Ben Avi, editor of the
Hebrew daily, “Doar Ha'yom” and is a
biography of his father, Eliczer Ben
Ychuda, the author of the Hebrew dic-
tionary. Ben Ychuda gave impetus to
the renaissance of the Hebrew lan-
guage in Palestine by his initiation of
Hcbrew as a spoken tongue in daily
intercourse.

PALESTINE SNOWSTORM
SWEEPS HEBRON AREA
(Jewish Telegraphic Ageucy)
Jerusalem, Feb. 19.—The area of He-
bron, the ancient Biblical city, suffercd
in the snowstorm which sweeping
Paiestine. The drifts in piaces were
two metres deep.
An Arab was killed in the storm.

Among other speakers at the ban-
quet will be Dr. Chaim Weizmann, Dr.
Wise, and Carl Sherman, Vice Presi-
dent of the Congress.

The business sessions will begin on
Monday, when three sessions will be
held. The concluding meeting will be
held on Tuesday.

Dr. Wise’s Address

In his address Dr. Wise stated :

“Roumania is writ large on the pages
of contemporancous Jewish history.
A tragic frustration of hope has for
the sccond time become the portion of
R i ewry. R iaafter
1878 merely violated her plighted
word to her cosignatories and defeated
the express purpose of the statesman,
Disracli, who had sought, with the
help of the Powers, to constrain Rou-
mania to deal lawfully, that is, hu-
manly by its Jewish subjects. That
promise, solemnly made to the Powers_
of Europc was broken to the haope of
the Jew. In 1919, a new treaty was
framed, parallcling the earlier as far
as largesse to Roumania was con-
cerned.  But this differed in so far as
just and even-handed treatment of the
Jew became not an article of treaty
stipulation, but a part of that organic
instrument under which more than haif
a million Jews in Russian Bessarabia
and Austro-Hungarian Transylvania,
and Bukowina came under Roumanian
sovereignty.

“All minorities, whose rights were
scrupulously safeguarded under the
Versailles Treaty, have fared ill at the
hands of Roumania and the Jewish
minority has fared worst of all.  The
normal method of approaching Rou-
mania touching these violations is

(Continued on Page 3)

NEW ANTI-JEWISH EXCESSES
OCCUR IN KISHINEFF; MANY
INJURED, REPORT STATES
(Jewish Telegraphic Agency)
Vicuna, Feb. 19.—~New 'anti-Jewish
excesses occurred in Kishineff, accord-
ing to a report of the Ost Korrespon-
denz, a Balkan news agency.
Roumanian students invaded the
Hotel Commerzial and the Restaurant
Suzanni, mistreating the Jewish pa-
trons and wrecking the furniture. The
students also attacked tire néighboring
Jewish houses where they smashed the
windows and did much damage. Jew-
ish passersby were cruelly ~ beaten.
Many were injured, including non-Jews
wito were tpisiaken for jews. . Sue of
the injured. Werman, a cattle dealer,
is dying. The police restored order.
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- SESSION OF AMERICAN mittee of Jewish Delegations in %Parié_f JEWISH COMMUNAL ACTIVITIES
JEWISH CONGRESS IS 1919. The latter, minus the representa- { A drive for $100,000 to erect a nmew building

OPENED IN WASHINGTON
(Continued from Page 3)

requires to be uttered at this early
stage. R
“The power of the purse is an awful
power. It may be used fairly, it can-
. not be used greatly, it dare not be used
unjustly and malignly. A Chest may be
a coffer into which treasure is gathered
for high purposes; a Chest may also be
used to smother and suffocate the un-
desired and the uncherished. If the
force majeure of the purse of American
Isracl is 1o be trusted to a few hands,
they must not be the hands of partisan-
ship and favoritism. The power of the
purse is too terrible 3 power to vest in
any man or group QI men save “ﬂde\'
the most stringent of safeguards, those
safeguards through which democracy
alone can guarantee the perpetuity of
its spirit through these mstrumcntahg:s
which it zealously uses and controls.
Dr. Wise reviewed conditions
America during the last two years.

Reviews Conditions in America

“In our own Jand,” he said, “there is
little to record save the subsidence of
the floods of racial and religious pas-
sion, which some years ago threatencd
to engulf America. Oue last stigma of
the evil survives in the form of an un-
lessencd antagonism to the incoming of
the forcigner and especially the immi-
grant from the despised because inferior
Mediterrancan lands, which have con-
tributed little of moment to a civiliza~
tion that lives by cotton, stecl, and
corn. Time and again we_have called
the attention of the Committees of the
Congress_to the crucllest of the hard-
ships which the quota regime intlicts.—
the ruthless separation of family mem-
bers—but thus far to little avail. The
rigors are maximal, the mitigations are
minimal.

“It almost seems as if the American
Boxers or anti-foreigners were resolved
to pursue their purposes until the torch
upheld by the hand of the Statue of
Liberty were extinguished. Lately it
has been suggested that there be for-
mulated a_code of laws for the alien,
or a ‘foreign code’ Against this pro-
posal to govern the forcign-born chil-
dren of our country, even though they
be vnnaturalized, we pit a law which
zoes back nearly 3,000 years ‘and there
shall be among you one law for the
stranger and the homeborn.” Very dif-
ferent tais from the proposal to enact
and formulate a speciar code for the
foreigners to make and keep inviolate
the doctrine and practice of ill-will to
the stranger.  And, yet, it is unbeliev-
able that America will forever forswear
the tradition of asylum or sanctuary,
wrought out of and in turn fortifying
to one of the noblest moods of America.

in

G

Points to Changes

“In a sense, this session of the Amer-
ican Jewish Congress is preliminary to
the European Conference on Jewish
rights. which an earlier Congress Ses-
sion resvived to summon. It was the
American  Jewish Congress of 1918,
vhich gave content and the largest
L <ffectiveness to the Com-

tives of the American Jewish Congress,
had been incomplete and impotent as is
the League of Nations minus the Uni-
ted States of America. The inclusion
of the representatives of the American
Jewish Congress within the Committee
of Jewish Delegations did most to in-
sure the safeguarding of minority rights
by the terms of the Treaty.

“Nearly ten years have passed and
the most dccisive changes have come
over the fortunes of Jews in so-called
minority lands. We have learned
afresh the axiom of historic experience
that whereas wrong-doing may be auto-
matic, the preservation of right, even
of constitutional guaranteed rights, is
never automatic. Wrong may be self-
perpetuating, the right must be vigilant-
ly cherished if it is to prevail and abide.

Much Expected of European Confer-
ence on Jewish Rights

“In 1918, in the midst of war's con-
fusion, it was not possible to effect a
completely democratic organization of
the Jewries to be represented in_the
composition of the Committee of Jew-
ish Delegations. Today it is more
necarly, if. not completely, possible.
Morcover, we¢ have "had nearly ten
years of life in the r it lands

for the Jewish Home for the Aged in Provi.
dence, R. 1., will be launched by Mrs. Jacob
A. Shein, President of the home.

Nearly one-half of the quota of $2,50 for
the United Palestine Appeal was subscribed
by Linden and Rosell, N. J., Jews when their
drive opened with a basquet in Scrary Manor,
Newark, N. J,

Founders Day at the Dropsie Coliege will
be celebrated this year on Sunday, March 13.
Addresses will be delivered by Professor Isracl
Davidson, of the Jewish Theological Seminary
of America, who has just returned from a
year's travel in Palestine, Egypt and Europe,
and by Doctor Cyrus Adler, the President of
the College. Degrees will be awarded.

At the last meeting of the Board of Gov-
ernors, it was reported that at the close of
the first term of the year, January 30, sixty
students received credit for attendance. Be-
sides the courses that had been announced,
additional courses in Egyptology and Mishna
were conducted by Fellows of the College.

Through the cooperation of a number of
men, under the leadership of Harry G. Sund-
heim, a fund was raised for the Col-
lege to enable Doctor Ephraim A. Speiser, now
the Annual Professor at the American Schrol
of Oriental Research in Bagdad, to carry on

of Europe, nearly a decade in which
to learn the surest methods of enforc-
ing rights and of averting infractions
thereof. In these «ci

i work in the neighborhood of

that ancient city.
The Librarian reported the total count
of the Library to be 32,049. Among the more

with the fullest approval and support
of these Jewish representatives from
European 1lands, included within the
Committee of Jewish Delegations, we
have taken steps to call a Conference
to be held in some European city in the
month of August, which conference is
to limit itself to the consideration of
Jewish rights. The iti f the

recent were a copy of
Moses ben Maimon’s- Mishna Torah published
by Soncino in 14%, and a copy of the second
edition of the Mechilta, Venice 1545,

BREVITIES
Mrs. Sarah Zerersky, 111 years old, said w
have been the oldest Jewish woman in Balti-
more, died last Thursday at the Hebrew Home

o
conference has not yet been fully ‘de-
termined, but it is certain that several
groups will be included, the representa-
tives of the lands in which Jews dwell
under the regime of minority rights of
the West Eurcpzan zone and farther
still from the spirit of governmental in-
equity and legal inequality. That Con-
ference will, it is hoped, be inclusive of
the finest spirits in European Jewry. To
it we must delegate our strongest and
our wisest to the end that American
Isracl be fitly represented at a Confer-
ence, the purpose of which is to take
counsel in order to end speedily every
invasion and curtailment of ~Jewish
rights,” Dr. Wise declared.

for 1 where she had lived for many
years.

Mrs. Zerersky’s husband, Bessah Zerersky,
died two years ago, at the age of 111
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