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WISE CONTROVERSY ENDS PEACEFULLY WITH REFUSAL OF EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE TO ACCEPT RESIGNATION-

$75,000 Raxsed as Atmosphere Changes from One of C: i
hen Wise Reads Statement After Vote—Committee Appointed to Work for

to Enthusi: Scene

Unanimity of All Groups

The most dramatic moment in the history of the
Zionist movement in America was witnessed by the
members of the Executive Committee of the United
Palestine Appeal Sunday evening at 9:30, when
Louis Lipsky, Chairman of the Zionist Orgamzacon
of America brought to a close the Wxse controversy
which the Jewish
the United States, Canada, European couniries and
Palestine for the past two weeks, by announcing
to Dr. Wise that his resignation was not accepted.

Two votes were taken on the question at two
meetings which lasted from 11 o’clock in the morn-
ing to 11 at night. The votes which were taken
following prolonged and heated discussions on an
issue which threatened to develop nito a revival of
controversies over religious and dogmatic matters
and cause a split between orthodox and liberal Jews,
were 71 to 1, at the meeting of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Zionist Organization of America and
59 to 9 at the meeting of the United Palestine Appeal

the lution which undoubtedly has been con-
veyed to you, that you resume that post which you
have occupied with hénor to yourself and to us and
that you carry on this work which is of such tre-
mendous importance for the future of the Jewish
people and for the Land of Israel,” Mr. Lipsky
declared.

A most impressive scene was enacted when Dr.
Wise, in reply to Mr. Lipsky’s declaration, read
his_statement (rcported yesterday in the “Jewish
Daily Bulletin”).

Dr. Wise was accorded a tremendous ovation
when be exclaimed: “Adonoi Eloheinu Adonoi
Echod” {The Lord our God, the Lord is One).

“In the light of your words and the action’ of
this conference today,” Dr. Wise declared to Mr.
Lipsky, “with a sense that your words of a mo-
ment ago and the resolution here adopted repre-
sems not any personal loyalty but an impersonal

hip of the United Pales-

Committee, which represents all the
working for Palestine, federated in the $5,000,000
Appeal.

my
tine Appeal and believing that this token of con-
ﬁdence will be supplemented and sustained by a
to- our task, with deep

Mr. Lipsky Refers to 30 - Years Service of Dr.
ise for Zionism

“I believe I can say -as a truthful reporter that
everything that has been sald here with regard- to
your personality has been said with a consciousness
of a background of a personality whose influence in
American Judaism and the American Zionist move-
ment, has always stood for the sterling qualities of
courage, devotion, sincerity and intense Jewish feel-
ing,” Mr. Lipsky declared to Dr. Stephen S. Wise
who was brought into the meeting by 2 committee
consisting of Miss Henrietta Szold, Mr. Joseph Bax-
ondess, Mr. Benjamin Winter, Mr. Isidore D.
Morrison, Rabbi Israel Levinthal, Mr. Meyer Brown,
Dr. Nathan Ratnoff.

“Your record of thirty yeass’ service,” Mr. Llpsky
continued, “has had a piominent part to play in all
that has been said and done here today, and in go-
ing over the record of the past two wecks the com-
mittee present here today had in mind errors of
judgment made in *he heat of the moment, errors
of judgment made er false impressions, and has
come to the conclusion that, no matter what has
happened during the past two weeks, nothing has
happened of any consequence whatsoever in any
way to invalidate that position which you have at-
tained in American Jewish life for the past thirty
years.

Impressive Scene When Wise Reads Statement

“The same confidence which has been manifested
by the Zionists of this country towards your person-
ality in times past, they now pass over to you once
more, undiminished and in no degree lesscned, with
the feeling, however, that in all this matter that
has occurred during the past two_weeks, you have
demonstrated the spirit of true Jewish patriotism,
the spirit of a true sportsmanshlp and a fine under-
standing of the difficulty in which the Zionist Organ-
ization found itself as a result of this controversy,
and I present on behalf of practically four-fifths of
the committee an earnest request, as expressed in

Chairman, to the loyalty and the con-
you and my fellow Zionisis have
chosen to place in my life and conduct, I withdraw
my resngnauon as Chairman of the United Palestine
Appeal.”
$75,000 Subscribed for Palestine Appeal

The atmosphere of the meeting changed. cem-

pletely when Dr. Wise, reaffirmed in his leadership
of the Appeal, took the chair. The controversial
heat gave way to a wave of enthusiasm for the
United Palestine Appeal which found tangible evc—
prcssxon in generous gifts amounting to $75,
At the suggestion of Dr. Wise, Benjamin Wmtcr
was elected chairman of the New York City cam-
paign committee which will seek to raise:$1,500,~
000. Max Blumberg was elected treasurer of the
New York ccmmmee

Among_the donatmns were: Max Blumberg,
$25,000; Samuel Barnett, $10,000; Mr. Elias Gott-
fried, $10,000. Mr. Gottfried pledged $7,500, but
on the suggestion of Rabbi Meyer Berlin he in-
creased it to $10,000. Mr. Morris Weinberg,
$5,000; S. Lichowitz & Sons, $5,000; Morris Eiser~
man, $6000, Morris Dlugash, $2,000; Isaac Moss,
$1,000; Jacob Siegel, $5000; Mr. Jacob Rosenberg,
S1, 000~ the Phillip Wolheim Estate, pledged by
Benjamin Schloss, $300 Jonas Jacobs, $500; Mrs.
Vogel, $500; Jacob Fnshman, 00; Max Alpert,
$1,000; Morris * Singer,  $1,000; Joseph Barondess,
$250; Mr. and Mrs. A, H. Fromenson, $200;
and Mrs. Morris Eisenberg, $200 and Max Levy,
$200.

The chairman of the ”nited Palestine Appeal
was, at the suggestion cf Jacob Fishman, author-
ized -to appoint- a committee which will have - the
task of meeting with the representatives of ady
group interested in the controversy, in order to
bring about unanimity.” A vote of thanks was ex-
tended to Louis Lipsky for:his captaincy of the
two ‘meetings.
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ZIONIST LEADERS IN TWELVE Hgé}gws{z’zgsmu DISCUSS EFFECTS OF WISE

. ice i N £
ioni: Wise Controversy Mado Clear; Dr. Wise’s 30 Years’ Service in Cauze o
S o estine and Judsioms Deseribnd; Ortiodox Opponents in Small Minority

The demand that Dr. Stephen S. Wise resign
from the chairmanship of the United Palestine
Funds Appeal, formulated and supported by the
Union of Qrthodox Rabbis and the Mizrachi, the
Orthodox faction of the Ziqnis} movement, met
with the sympathy of hut an insignificant minority
in the executive sessicns, it became evident as the

two men there who were for the acceptance of this
resignation, but upon condition that Dr. Wise re-
tract some of his statements; and he did retract, so
that I can consider the resolution adopted by the
Chairmen of the Districts of Greater New York
as unanimous. .

“That position was conditioned upon the fact that

discussion on the subject

progressed.  Despite the
disproportionate minority
feelings ran high and the
discussion was fraught
with intense excitement.
The leader of the mi-
nority in the session of
the Zionist Executive was
Gedaliah Bublick, editor
of the orthodox “Jewish
Daily News.” Rabbi Meyer
Berlin, president of the
Mizrachi, led the minority
at the meeting of the Ex-

The resolution_adopted by the National
Executive Committee of the Zionist Orga-
nization of America by a vote of 71 to 1
read:
“The National Executive Committee of
the Zionist Organization of America, in
session assembled, deplores the unfortun-
ate controversy in Jewish life that has aris-
en from inaccurate and inauthentic reports
of a sermon delivered by Dr. Stephen S.
Wise on December 20th.

“The Zionist Organization, as such, has
consistently refrained from intervening in

lizions or thealomical ot :

ecutive of the
United Palestine Appeal.
A measure providing for
adequate expression of
the contesting views was
decided upon by the com-
mittees, whereby excep-
tion was made for Mr.
Bublick to speak for half
@ Gour, while the other
speakers were limited to
ten minutes.

The first speaker at the
ionist Executive meet-
ing was Dr. A. Coralnick.

Dr. Coralnick declared
that he would vote for the
resolution proposed by the
administrative _committee,
to reject Dr. Wise’s res-
ignation, with mixed feel-
ings. “Zionism should
not allow Orthodox or
Reform Rabbis to dictate
its policy or leadership,”
he stated.

“I don’t know whether
you are aware of the fact
that thirty chairmen rep-
resenting  thirty  Zionist
Districts of Greater New
York got together last
Tuesday and discussed
the incident from every
possible angle,” Dr. S. M.
Melamed  declared, “and
adopted a resolution to
the cffect that this Com-
mittee urge upon your
Committee not to accept
the resignation of Dr.
Wise, for the reason that
he has done great service
to the Zionist Organiza-

or dis-
putes and therefore we do mot consider
the merits of that address. Nevertheless,
in view of the hasty action and intemperate
language employed by certain of his critics
which have magnified the controversy to
dangerous proportion, we, who have col-
laborated with Dr. Wise for more than a
quarter of a century, could not and do not
believe, in the light of his public record as
a Jew and a Zionist, that he ever intended
to enunciate views at variance with the
traditional Jewish faith and attitude with
respect to other religions and their foun-
ers. We note, moreover, that in response
to an inquiry addressed to him from many
quarters, including the Rabbinical Assem-
bly of the Jewish Theological Seminary
of America, Dr. Wise categorically de-
nied his authorship of two specific state-
ments, erroneously attributed to him, which
have been largely responsible for the mis-
understanding which has arisen,

“Dr. Wise’s lifelong and inestimable
service to the Jewish cause in general, and
his historical ‘contribution to the success
of the Zionist movement in particular, his
courageous_battle against anti-Semitism in
all its manifestations, his consistent public
denunciation of apostasy, intermarriage,
and all forms of disloyaity to the Jewish
people and its faith, have elicited a spon-
taneous and unqualified expression of con-
fidence from Jews in all parts of America,
in Europe ~nd in Palestine, in which we
wholeheartedly join.

. “We therefore instruct our representa-
tives on_the Executive Commiitee of the
United Palestine Appeal to vote against
the acceptance of his resignation as (%:air-
man of that Committee, and to pledge him
the continued and undiminished coopera-

tion of the great body of American Zion-
ists.”

tion in the course of the
last twenty-five years, to the

general, and becansz the words attributed
by the press cannot be true and are not true, and,
as was published subsequently by his own state-
; n So that the entire case against
him was bui't up on sand. The thirty chairmen of
the thirty Zionist Districts of New York speak the

ment, were not true,

mind of every Zionist in New

cause _of Jewry in

to him

you.

York. There were

but it is a question of ke
cannot possilly permit any group or any shade of
opinion iv come and say, ‘Unless you accept our will
unless you aceept our dictates, we will work against
You withdraw.’ That cannot be done. We

have outgrown that development.
when the Zionist Organization was
(Continued on Page 4)

Dr. Wise deny some of
the statements attributed
to him; and he did deny
them. So that there is a
resolution adopted by the
Chairmen_of Districts of
Greater New York abso-
lutely unanimously. In
short, the rank and file
of the New York Zionists
are against acceptance of
this resignation. But I
think, Mr. Chairman, it
would be a fallacy to con-
sider . the problem here
from the point of view of
the sentiment of the rank
and file. You and cvery-
body in this hall knows
the sentiment of the rank
and file in New York and
all over the country. We
know the sentiment of the
rank and file in London
and even in Palestine. I

“ think that if we discuss
* the matter at-all it should

not be discussed from the
point of view of whether
we should accept the res-
ignation at- all. can
assure you that oniy one
vote vrill be against this
resolution, and all other
votes will be for the res-
olution. Do you think,
Mr. Chairman, it is com~
patible with the discipilne
and dignity of the Zionist
Organization that a mem-~
ber of your Administra-
tive Committee and one
of the regular
Zionist leaders in
country, Mr. Bublick,
should come out day in
and day out and threaten
us in his paper?

“I believe that this dis-
cussion should be as broad
as possible. 1 believe
there cannot be two opin-
ions as to the resolution,
because it is not only a
question of protecting the
man from aggression, of
protecting  a  leader in
Israel who has served our
cause faithfully and for
thirty vears, from malice,
cping up our dignity. We

Even at times
much weaker
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OUTSTANDING FIGURES AT ZIONIST EXECUTIVE AND PALESTINE FUND
MEETINGS WHICH REJECTED DR, WiISE’S RESIGNATION

Left to Right: Gedalish Bublick; Rev. Hirsch Masliansky; Louis Lipsky; B. Shelvin; Rabbi Nachman E. Ebin;
Mrs. Richard Gottheil; Dr. A. Coralnick; Rabbi Max Klein; Rabbi Herdert Levinthal; Elihu D. Stone; Dr.
S. M. Melamed; Abraham Goldberg; Leo Wolfson; Leo Zeldin; Meyer W. Weisgal; Jacob Fishman;
Dr. Georg Halperin; Isaac Carmel.
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N OF ZIONIST LEADERS ON WISE CONTROVERSY MADE CLEAR
POSITIO AT EXECUTIVE XND PALESTINE APPEAL MEETINGS

(Continued from Page 2)
than it is today (and they say it is the driving force
in America and in Judaism in _general), when Zxon—
ism was not what it is, no Zionist lcader with a
claim of sclf-respect in his soul would permit such
things to happen. Dr. Wise may have said_things
that were not appropriate. I admit that. He may
have said things that were not called for. 'But that
is no reason for us, his fellow workers for so many
years, to oust him and disgrace him. And if we

That is a secular organization and has only one
aim: the establishing of a Jewish home in Palestine,
disregarding anything that is theological or con-
cerns theology.” (Applause). .
Mr.. Gedaliah Bublick, editor of the “Jewish
Daily News,” who was the champion of the accusa-
tion at the Exccuiive meeting, said:
“{Ve American Jews are in danger. The future
of our children is jeopardized. We live in a coun-
try where religion is dominant in life. Since it

should accept his resigna-
fion it would not only un-
dermine the very basis of
our organization, and we
would be instrumental in
ruining -it, but we would
dring disgrace and shame
upon the good
American Jewry. We as
a minority everywhere
and in every land cannot
possibly demand tolerance
for oursclves as a minor-
ity when we ourselves
display - intolerance to-
wards men who may have
tlieir ‘own opinions.
“And ‘you know, Mr.
Chairman, I need not tell
you and Mr. Bublick that
1 am not in love with any
Reform Rabbi, I am not
in love with Reformed
Judaism. © I have been
fighting it for the last
fifteen or twenty years.
ButI do say so much:
Men much more deveted
traditions than Dr.
is, Jews much morc

ox than Dr. Wise

m
have said the same things
and have not been dis-
graced and not expelled
irom any organization,
and not made the laugh-
ing stock and had a blot
put on them. And I
think it would be a dis-
grace on our part to do
what these organizations
have not dome. If this
were a_theological debate
~—and it is not—I would
show Mr. Bublick that
men who have differed on
the same things have
not been expelled from
many Jewish organiza-
tions. Therefore it is
asked to do only one
thing: To accept this
resolution with a unani-
mous vote. This is a
dangerous resolution no

matter what we say and what we do, because this
clement which makes it appear that it is speaking
f,f" ‘mqlm‘ns or so many Jews is not acting upon

name of |

The resolution of the Executive Com-
mittee of the United Palestine Appeal,
adopted by a vote of 59 to 9, read as fol-
ows

“The Executive Committee of the Uni-
ted Palestine Appeal, in session assembled,
Jan. 3, 1926, deplores the unfortunate con-
troversy in Jewish life that has arisen
through the inaccurate reports of a sermon
dclivered by Dr. Stephen S. Wise on-
Dec. 20.

“The members of the organizations fed-
crated in the United Palestine Appeal,
having been associated in Jewish work
with Dr. Wise since the inception of the
Zionist movement and having, therefore,
had abundant opportunity to become ac-
quainted with his positive_attitude toward
the historica! coatent of Judaism, we af-
firm cur confidence that he could not have
intended to enunciate views at variance
with the traditional Jewish position with
respect to othef religions and their foun-
ders. - This confidence is confirmeéd:by .the
statement made by Dr. Wise in response
to the inquiries add d to him, includi
that of the Rabbinical Assembly of the
Jewish Theological Seminary of America,
in which he categorically denies his author-
ship of the two statements erroneously at-
tributed to him which have been respon-
sible” for the misunderstanding which has
arisen.

“Dr. Wise’s life-long and inestimable
services to the Jewish cause in general and
his historic contributions to the success of
the Zionist movement in particular, his
courageous_battle against anti-Semitism in
all its manifestaticns, his consistent public
denunciation of apostasy, inter-marriage
and ail forms of disloyalty to the Jewish
people and its faith, have elicited a spon-
tancous and unqualified expression of
confidence from Jews in all parts of Amer-
ica, in Europe and in Palestine, in which
we wholcheartedly join.

“We hereby decline to accept his resig-
nation as Chairman of the United Pales-
tine Appeal, and, in urging him to recon-
sider his action, we earnestly pledge him
the continued and undiminished coopera- '
tion and loyal support of all Zionists and
lovers of Palestine throughout the land.”

voice  of Orthodox
justification for
a person,

ns or upon their
but as a matter of politics. And T say we should

a

not play pol

a with our leader.

serve it, and we should not do it.
cept this resolution as read and make it very clear
that, no matter what the thelogical views, whatever
!’us private opinions about theological satters are,
it has nothing to do with the. Zionist Organization.

I say

He does not de-

divinity of Jesus.
by fire and blood

Judaism.
taking under
no matter how important he may
l')c, who endangers by his actions, the scul
Je‘\‘vlsh peopie, the soul of the Zionis
“I repeat what Achad Ha'am said. We have
We should ac- lived on the basis of our historic donial of the
This denial has been sanctified
ud blood in the course of centuries.
Should this principle be shaken, what will become
of Judaism?” Mr. Bublick demanded.

became _a fashion with
certain Reform Rabbis to
preach on the founder of
Christianity, this danger
has been -increased.. Dr.
Wise’s address has alarm-

America. - Both ~ his ad-
dress and his later state-
ments - contained -words
which may lead our chil-
dren from Judaism and
implant in them a sympa-
thy for another. faith.
That we make no mistake
is .proven by what the
Christian  clergy thinks.
The Christian clergy and
missionaries are experts
in such matters. -If they
have cause for satisfac-
tion, it is sufficient cause
for us to be grieved and
embittered.

“We accuse. Dr. Wise
not only as’ Orthodox
Jews“but ‘as nationalists.
in his address he trod
the bodies of the J
martyrs of all genera-
tions, while he held the
Zionist flag in his hand,”
Mr. Bublick exclaimed.

Mr.  Bubli cited - an
essay of Achad Ha'am,
the well known Hebraw
thinker and writer, writ-
ten some time ago, when
a similar storm broke out
on account of - articles
written by the late He-
brew author, I. Ch. Bren-
ner, in the Palestine labor
weekly, “Ha’poel Ha’zair.”

““Woe to those pseudo-
national Jews who close
their eyes to the blood
shed by their ancestors,
woe ‘to those who tread
on the graves of these
martyrs, Achad Haam
then wrote. I speak to
you as a Zionist who has
worked 22 years for the
cause and I tell you
you have no right to
close your ears to the
You have no

your protection

)

1 of the

movement.
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Left to Right: Rabbi Max Drob; Morris Rothenberg; Samuel
J

XECUTIVE AND PALESTINE FUND

E
D DR. WISE'S RESIGNATION

Untermeyer; Emanuel Neuman; Meyér Brown; Raubi
] r. Joseph Sil ; Ephraim

Meyer Berlin; Dr. Ezra Levinthal; Dr.

oseph

Kaplen; Benjamin Winter; Mrs. Rebekah Kohut.

In the beginning of his address Mr. Bublick
stated that he voices the opinion of at least a
million Orthodox Jews in America.

Following Mr. Bublick, Mrs. Richard Gottheil
B

Herzl, such men as Dr. Herzl himsclf, Dr. M
Nordau—and you all know that Dr. Max Nordau
did not stand for Orthodox Judaism—Rakbbi
Ramus, my hasband, Professor Gottheil and Dr.
Wise,” all united in order to further the cause ot
Palestine.

“Mr. Bublick has told us today that the non-
Jews said this and the non-Jews said that. I am
going to tell Mr. Bublick what the non-Jews are
saying now in the colleges and the universitics.
They are arguing how intolerant we Jews are._This
is what they are saying this morning. Are we re-
sponsible as Jews for the interpretation that Chris-
tian clergymen bring to what Dr. Wise has said ?

“Is it a time, when we_stand before a fifteen
dollar drive and a five million dollar drive,
that those Jews who say they love Palestine and
that Palestine is dear to them, should go and fire
on a man who for the last thirty yecars has given
the hest that is in him to the service of his people ?
Is it right at that critical moment, when so much
is needed for the rebuilding of Palestine, that we

poke.
“When the Zionist platform was created by\Dn

Jews should create a Jewish question? It:is not
the non-Jews that are creating it. It is we Jews.
And I am going to tell you openly and frankly,
the whole community, whether Jews or Christians,
are laughing at us, and they are waiting to see
what resolution is going to be adopted today.

“Is it right that we should all put such a blot
on a man that has given the best that is in him
for the Zionist cause? Is it right that we should
bring that shame not only on him but on his chil-
dren? I beg vou, ladies and gentlemen, to adopt
the resolution,” Mrs, Gottheil exclaimed.

A reply to Mr. Bublick was made by A. M.
Zcldin, director of the New York United Pales-
tine Appeal. “When we Zionists read the metro-
politan newspaper repocts of Dr. Wise’s sermon,
we felt that he must resign. However, when the
Union_of Orthodox Rabbis adopted its resolution
in which Dr. Wise was unjustly branded, a necw
sitnation arose. It was impossible for us tc let
Dr. Wise go under this stigma. If Mr. Bublick is
afraid of what interpretation the Christian clergy
may give to Dr. Wice’s sermon, let me ask Mr.
Bublick where he knows what leaders of the
Christian church and the missionaries have done
to seme well known chapters of Isaiah and the
psalms. They found, according to their interpre-

. (Continued on Page'7)
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IME MINISTER OF UNEQUAL TREAT-
MENT BY GOVERNMENT
(Jewish Telegraphic Agency)

‘Warsaw, Jan. 2—That 90 per cent of the Jewish
workingmen who arc entitled to the benefit of the
government um )] insurance are not given
this benefit due to prejudice, was the charge of Mr.
Ailmann, a member of the Textile workers_deputa~

Offices of the Jewish Daily Bulletin

New York
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ccond-class matter October 15, 1924, at the Post
g%:z:gtai'es\vc\‘urk, N. Y., under the Act of March 3, 1879.

tion which was received by the Prime Minister

krzynski.
S}\Th{: ad of r tives of the
unemployed in Lodz. The Jewish member of the
dclegation ‘also complained that the Jews are not
given work even where there are vacancies. .
Count Skrzynski promised to do everything to
relieve the situation.

JEWISH COMMUNAL ACTIVITIES .

The collections of the Boston Federation of Jewish Chari-

ties for the past year amounted to $415000, i was reported

to the 31st annual meeting of the Federation, by Albert W.
Kaffenburgh, president, )

Asst. Treas. James D. Glunts reported the available and

s as being $187,203.76 and the liabilities

Copyrighted

TURKISH PRESS DISCUSSES RELATIONS
OF NON-MUOSLEMS AND TURKS
(Yewish Daily Bulletin Mail Service)
Jerusalem, Nov. 24.—A lively discussion has been
going on in the Turkish press regarding the “con-
ditions on which non-Moslem eclements can recon-
cile themsclves with the Turks” An unusual degree
of liberty has been allowed the non-Moslems to
express their grievances, and their principal com-

plaint is that of business discrimination.

A particular objection is that non-Moslems are
not allowed to obtain employment in banks, in the
railroad administration, public utilities and state

li n Turkey, i M
lem “these administrations are obliged by clauses
inserted in their franchise to employ necarly ail of
their personnel from among the Turks. In practice,
Ithis is interpreted to mean from among the Mos-
ems.”

It has been found that the Turks are adapting
themsclves to commercial life much more rapidly
than had been anticipated. At present they are
largely employed as clerks or attached to non-Mos-
lem firms as intermediaries betweea the firms and
the Government. These firms have found that
without one or more fairly responsible Moslem
Turks in their employ they are at a serious disad-
vautage in deal with arbitrary tax demands and
in getting a favorable hearing when they bid for
Government contracts. .

@

CHINESE AUTHORITIES IN FAR EASTERN
REPUBLIC PROHIBIT YIDDISH
LANGUAGE
(Jewish Telegraphic Agency)

Harbin, Dec. 31—Prohibition of the Yiddish
language by Chinese authoritics in the Far East-
ern Republic of Harbin caused the protest of the
Jewish population during the Feast of Lights cel-
cbrations.

Although the ordinance prohibiting the use of
the Yiddish langnage in public places was issued
in 1922, its strict cniorcement did not begin until
recently. Last weck when Chanukah celcbrations
were arranged, the Chinese authoritics insisted
that Yiddish should not be permitted at theatre
performances, concerts and public mectings, with
the exception of synagogue services. The rabbis
were compelied to deliver their scrmens in Rus-
sian,

The prohibition of the Yiddish language was in-
stigated by former Russian officials, members of
the Black Hundred, who are employed in the
Harbin government offices.

asset:
§45,30362. The report of the board of managers of trust
property was read by A. E. Pinanski, the total being

.576.50.
The reports of the presidents of constituent societics was
opened by Joseph Rudnick for the Benoth Israel Sheltering
Home. Aibert A Ginsbery, presiden the Beth Israel
Iospital, reported for both the old and .new hospitals. la
the old hospital there were 110 Federated cases attended to.
Ot the new he stated that the outpatient department build-
ing had already been crected at a cost of $250,000, and that
the nurses’ home was nearing completion. He said splans
for the main building were heing preparcd and that this
huixging:waum cost betwecn $700,000 and $800,000, and that
Louis E. Kirstein had accepted the chairmanship of the
campaign committee who would raise an additional $1,000,00,
opening their drive March

The Burcau of jewish Education, through its presideat,
Dr. Leon Medalia, reported on t ork of the Hebrew
Teachers’ College and its 20 schools where they are now

giving instruction to over 700 children
150_students in_the Teachers’ College.
stein reported for the Children’s Burcau, saying that they
i the year and had_over 1.

The report_of the Council of Jewish Women

was read by Mrs. Milion Rosnau.
The report of the work of the five district centers under
the auspices of the General District Service was presented
by Jacodb Kaplan, He spoke of th
saying that they had 1,500 cases, of whic

at least 3500 persons.weekly attended these centers,

Mrs. Henry Ehrlich reported for the Hecht Neighborhood
House which was opened three years ago in it present
location and is ulready overcrowded by youmg and old,  She
called the house an ail-year institution,” as it was used by
the difterent departments during the entire year.  ‘There
were a number of other reports, followed by the election
of th board of trustees.

_The $50.000.00 Deficit Campaign Committee, of the Federa-
tion of Jewish Philanthropies of Montreal, with Mr. Sol
ellest as Chairman, culminated its drive with a_Celebration
Dinner at the Montefiore Club. Mr. Michael Hirsch was
the toastmaster.

The Honorary Treasurer, Mr. Chas.
nounced the total received as
a_contribution of $10.060 f
Wil wipe off the Federation's deiicit from 1920 to
¥ill provide for the overdraft to date and allow more m
for the Family Welfare Dept. this winter:
of a slight net surplus on the Federation's

AAY J Famous Daughier of
MAXA NORDAU fwmqe Puushier ot
FIRST L_E_CTUREVTOUR OF  AMERIC
pen for Limit ber of Eng: ;

Seven Arts Lectire Bursns. 100 Fitte RN Citys

19255
oney
and will_permit
Annual Budget.

The AGUDAH LAND & BUILDING CO,, Inc.
sells e foilowing types of ho
prices. payable Within a poriod of Ave (9 siaes om0
Trpe 1—Price $3,380.00
$500 down and the balance in mfmhl_v payments of
ype 2~Price $2,040.00
$00 down and_the blance in monihly payments of §29
.—Price $1,460.00
§20

18

Type
$200 down and the balance in monthly payments of
For information apply to
AGUDAH LAND & BUILDING CO.
673 Broadway, New York City
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tation, allusions to the founder of Christianity.
Did these chapters become less sacred to us be-
cause of this?

“The reference to Achad Ha'am is incorrect.
He took this stand when written articles were
published and there was reason to be alarmed.
This, however, was not the case with Dr. Wise.
If one speaks of a ‘Hilul Ha’shem,’ the rabbis and
other Zionists are to be blamed.

“When we approached the Union of Orthodox
Rabbis a year ago, asking them to endorse the
Keren Hayesod campaign, they refused to do so.
Now, they threaten us. Over my dead body will
I permit the resignation of Dr. Wise to be ac-
cepted.”

Rabbi Nachman Ebin, in an cloquent address,
pleaded for peace. He pointed out the difficulties
in which Orthodox Jews might find themselves
during the forthcoming campaign, if nothing is
done to remove the obstacles. He made the con-
cretc proposal that a committee be elected to
negotiate with the Union of Orthodox Rabbis
for peace.

Mr. Bernard Shelvin suggested that the matter
be referred to the judgment of a court of rabbis
resident outside of the United States.

Leader of New England Zionists Speaks

The Hon. Elihu Stone of Boston said:

“I believe that as President of the New England
Zionist Region I voice the sentiments of New
England in saying that we are here to support
the resolution_and convey our confidence in the
leadership of Dr. Wise. I believe that the speak-
ers opposing Dr. Wxscs Chairmanship are ill
placed to come here and preach Judaism to Zion-
ists. T think we Zionists have recognized our ob-
ligations to Judaism as such. I_think Dr. Herzl
proclaimed that ‘A return to Palestine presup-
poses -a return to Judaism’ And we stand on
that t is not y for anybody
to come_and preach to us the necessity of pre-
serving Judaism among the Jewish people. " More-
over, they are paying a very poor compliment to
Judaism when Mr. Bublick stands up here and
says that because of Dr. Wise's statements Juda-
ism is in danger. For two thousand years we
faced oppression, persecution, all kinds of terrors,
and Judaism came out triumphant. There is a
vitality to Judaism which can overcome any utter-
ance made by anybody, however great, and to say
that the statement made by Dr. Wise will destroy
Judaism in America or anywhere clse is to pay a
very poor compliment to the vitality of Judaism.
Judaxsrn sceks its support in its own inner force,
in its own vitality and is not dependent upon any-
1t:lh.(?g external. I think the whole thing is magni-

“We know Dr. Wise as a true religious leader
and a Jewish patriarch, but not as a missionary.
I say those rabbis did not act up to him. First of
all, they were an unfair tribunal. Tf you speak of
2 death penalty, I remember in the Talmud it
says of a Sanhedrm that when a tribunal is to de-
cide a question of life and death, when their deci-
sion is unanimous the verdict must be set aside.

“On their own basis the Rabbis hkave not con~
ducted the case in accordance with Jewish law,
and they were a prejudiced tribunal. It is they
who are responsible for this tragedy. They are
rying to institute here an inverted Dreyfus case.
They have not based their case on evidence. They
have not given him an opportunity to present his
case. And they proceceded to act in violation of
every principle of Jewish justice, Talmudic jus-
tice.

“Let us not afford the luxury again of staging
the tragedy of Uriel Acosta or Baruch Spinoza.

Those who speak against Dr. Wise do not repre-
sent Jewish public opinion.

“Dr. Wise is true to himsclf. I wouid not ac-
cept him as a rabbi to my congregation. As a
chaplain of the Zionist Or'r'mxzatxon, I would not
vote for him. As a le'\der, I recognize his service
for thirty years. While it is true that one ‘can
gain fame in an hour, it is not truc that a man
can lose his reputation in one moment. By his
deeds we shall judge him,” Mr. Stone concluded.

Rev. Z. H. Masliansky appealed for the rejec-
tion of Dr. Wise’s resignation.

“I have \vorked for the Zionist cause for fifty
years. Dr. Wise was one of the first workers
whcn the Zionist movement was organized in
America. 1 knew him then, as I know him now.
I would never have believed that 1 would have
to stand before Zionists to defend him. I can
swear under oath that Wise is not for Christianity.”
Mr. Wolfson Accuses Orthodox Rabbis
“We have been placed in the position of being
compelled not to accept this resolution by the
yery men who are_shouting that we should accept
it,” declared Mr. Wolfson, “There is a certain
justice in the <|tuahou and this justice we as re-
sponsible men in Je\vxsh life must accept and deal
with, as it requires, and there has been a denial
of justice in this case and we cannot make our-
selves a party to such a method of jon. An in-
justice has becen done to Dr. Wise. The rabbis
should have dealt with him as a rabbi, if they
chose to deal with him on that question, and
called him before any tribunal they chose, to justify
or to deny any statements that he made. They
should have instituted, if they cared to, a trial for
heresy. Instead, Lhey played politics and they
injected som"thmg that they had no business to
inject. The campaign that they carried on and
the dragging of Zionism deliberately into all is a
crime _against Zionism and a crime against Juda-
ism. If they had proceeded correctly and investi~
gated the case and then presented certain charges,~
cven to us, charging him to be unfit as a leader,
we might have co'lsldcred the proposition. But
to have Judged him in his absence, to have con-
demned him in_ his absence, to have sought to
place us in an impossible position, “e cannot al-
low them to do that. I resent and I most vigor-
ously protest publicly against the unfair, unjust,
untrue representations that have been made by
the Agudath Harabonim and their hirclings, by
Rabbi Berlin and his hirclings, against the Zionist
Organization through the Wise incident. ou,
Mr. Bublick, and your men have made it impos-
sible for us to deal with_this problem as it de-
serves from the very justice of the situation, be-
cause you have acted unfairly and dishonestly, and

I charge you in this situation.”

Upon protest Mr. Wolfson withdrew the word
“dishonestly.”

“I say it in the presence of Mr. Bublick,” Rabbi
Levinthal declared, “that if these were the argu-
ments_that he presenied to the Agudath Harabo-
nim, if these were the arguments that prompted
the presiding Rabbi to say what he did, then,
say to you, and I say it after due thouqht that
I cannot respect the judgment of the rabbis in this
matter. I waited and waited for that argument
which would turn my mind in his favor to find
some cxciuse for his action and for the rabbis’
action, and I had the same effect that I had.

“What were the arguments? The Christian
clergy is satisfied with Dr. Wxscs address. Mr.
Zeldin answered what the mlss:onancs say. And
Mr. Bublick knows what the missionaries said, be-
fore Dr. Wise said it. The missionaries have al-

(Continued oa Page 8)
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ways felt that we were walking in the dark, .Bgt
Mr. Bublick did not believe it and Mr. Bublick’s
children did not belieye it. We are not going to
adopt any line of action because the missionaries
cither understand us or misunderstand us. I am
d d us

ganization—I say to you that we will be unworthy
of the name of men and women if we will permit
these politicians to kill for their personal sclfish-
ness. .1 had reason to believe in the sincerity of
Mr. ‘Bublick. One little thing happened yesterday
and I began to doubt his sincerity too. I could

t und d how a man who writes such burn-

not afraid that they should either
or misunderstand us. .

“And I want to say also to Mr. Bublick that our
children~—that is the great cry, “Our children'~
that is the great cry for thesc orthodox rabbis.
I don’t want to enter into a_theological dispute,
but I would like to say to Mr. Bublick: What
have the majority of the orthodox rabbis done to
protect the religious interests of our children?

“Qur children are untaught, untrained. What
must we 40? Build Talmud Torahs? Get rabbis
who can speak to them in English? No; kill Dr.
‘Wise. That is the answer that Mr. Bublick by his
logic has given to us.

“Unfortunately there are twc conceptions, and
the two conceptions have been mixed up so terri-
bly that we hear and we don’t understand how
we are in this misconception. Dr. Wise, there is
no doubt of it—Mr. Masliansky said it—we all
know, and Dr. Wise himself says that he did a
‘narrischkeit’ We are sorry.

Says Rabbis Dragged Zion into Muddle

“With all the strength at my command I pro-
tested Friday night and I did it before the Agudath
Harobonim passed their resolution, and long be-
fore Mr. Bublick wrote the first editorial in the
“Tageblatt.”  But there is a difference between
crying out and protesting and killing a man, I
said Friday night before my congregation: “Had
the orthodox rabbis made and voiced a protest, 1
would have respect for their utterances. They
would not have been worthy of the name of rabbi
had they remained silent. But they should have
addressed their protests to the people, not to the
Zionist Organization. You werce guilty of drag-
ging Zion into this muddle. Not Wise. Not
Lipsky. Not we. The rabbis did it. Zion should
have been spared.  And if those rabbis really
loved Zion, they would not have addressed their
appeal, their protest to the Zionist organization.

“They should have said, ‘Such sermons are abso-
lutely against our teaching’ But they should
have spared Zion; and I will tell you why they
did not spare it. Because in the Agudah today
there is a large contingent that hates Zionism.
They hate Zionism and Mr. Bublick knows it, and
what is more, I charge in the presence of Mr.,
Bublick that at the first meeting of the Agudah
when they declared Wise to be a ‘Meisaith U’ma-
diach,’ they did not notify every member of the
Agudah that that action would be taken. My
father was not there

“After all, why is it that the ‘Tagcblatt’, Mr.
Dublick, the spokesman of fifteen million Jews
(laughter), Jdid not say anything on the Monday
after Dr. Wise spoke, on the Tuesday after Dr.
Wise spoke, or on the Wednesday after Dr. Wise
spoke ?

“In those few days, onc man—and I am not
ashamed to say that I have lost every bit of re.
spect that I have had for him, and I will say in
his presence tonight that I will never give him
the title of rabbi that we called him before—
when he saw that his organization is bankrupt, and
he would have an issue to make his organiza-
tion alive again, then he went knocking at the
doors of the rabbis, taking a trip to Philadelphia,
and fooling out of my father a statement that we
have to use every possible means to withhold,
because my father regretted the circumstances
which got it. To make politics and to create an
issue for him, and to make his group a living or-

no 0
ing cditorials against conversion for Judaism
should be guilty of a certain ol{ensu. I want to
remind Mr. Bublick that there is a first com-
mandment. There is also another commandment,
and the other commandment was also given by
God, the commandment against bearing false wit-
ness. When I saw the ‘Tageblatt’ yesterday, and
1 saw that every English newspaper had the state-
ment of Dr. Wise denying his words as reported
in the press, and I saw the ‘Tageblatt’ on the first
page saying—that is, in the news Fo!ump, 's,nmd
you, not in the editorial—Dr. Wise “explains” but
says nothing, and then they quoted in thres or
four lines that Dr. Wise gave a statement that
was declaratory, and did not give a word of his
statement, 1 say to you that when Mr. Bublick
did that, I hold him responsible because he is the
editor of that paper and permitted that to go
forth, and when he does that he is guilty of vio-
lation of one of the commandments. .

“I know the responsibility of my words. It is
not an easy thing to speak against a man of the
character of Bublick. It is not an easy thing for
a public man to speak against an editor of a news-
paper.

Charges Some Rabbis Were Coerced

“But Wise has denied. We can protest. But
to hold a man guilty on such evidence—that, v.e
will never permit ourselves to do. He has made
a mistake, He has learned from his mistake: He
got a mew insight into the Jewisk mind which
he mever had before. But now we are going to
let him work for the Jewish people. And I want
to say in Jonclusion to Mr. Bublick, he had a
right to his opinion. He made a fine fight. He
made a fight in the Agudath Harabonim. He
swung them around. I want to say something
about the Agudath that I know. Mr. Bublick may
know that one rabbi whom I mentioned before,
not by name, went around holding a whip. You
ask why it is that the rabbis were all unanimous.
Some of the rabbis told me. They could not
speak.

“If this body, made up of all factions of Jews,
vote by an overwhelming majority that under
these circumstances we cannot accept the resigna-
tion of Dr. Wise, then Mr. Bublick will prove to
us, to show if it was personal ambition either on
his part or om the part of those who drive him or
whether it is his real love for Judaism. He is
going to prove it by the stand he takes tomorrow
in his press. If he is going to try to break up
the religious pcople, then I say to you, not we,
not Dr. Wise, but he—lic will prove himself guilty
of destroying Zion and of breaking up the Jewish
people,” Rabbi Leventhal concluded.

Mr. Bernard A. Rosenblatt expressed himself
against_accepting the resolution.

Rabbi Max Klein of Philadclphia then spoke. “I
belong to no party,” he said. “Thecre must be peace
and union in American Israel; the motives of mem-
bers of the Agudath Harabonim, who are sincere in
their reaction to Rabbi Wise’s reported sermon
should be undesstood and respectd.

“Rabbi Wise has sinned. The Agudath Hara-
bonim have sinned. Those who flew to the defense
of Dr. Wise bave sinned. Everybody has sinned.
1 as a rabbi would not have concerned myself with
Dr. Wise’s utterances with regard to the mytho-
logical or the historical, pragmatic or historical
existence of Jesus. But when the two statements
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NEW BOOKS OF JEWISH INTEREST

Tewish Influence on Christian Reform Movements,
by Dr. Louis Isracl Newman, issued by‘the Colum-
bia University Press, New York, 1925, represents a
study in the interesting problem of the infinence of
the Bible and Jewish scholars on the reform move-
ments in Christianity.

The Religion of the People of Isrgel, by Dr. R.
Kittle, Professor at the University of Leipzig -
millan Company), is a summary of Bible criticism
in recent years, as it reflects on the ancient history
of the Jews. -

My Religion, by Emil G. Hirsch (Macmillan
Company) deals with the religious conceptions and
views of capital and labor, Judaism and Christianity,
oflt!:e late leader in the American Jewish Reform
pulpit.

The Beginning: of History According to the Iews,
by Charles Prosper Fagnani (Albert and Charles
Boni), is a nex ) i of the first eleven chap-
ters of Genesis.

Secret Societies and Subversive Movements, by
Nesta H. Webster (E. and P. Dutton, New York) ;
World Revolution, by Nesta H. Webster (Small,
Maynard & Co., Boston), are two new books in the
field of anti-Semitic propaganda.

A Stady in Indian Polity, by E. S. Montaguy, pub-
lished by G. A. Natesan, Madras.

The World's Living Religions, an historical sketch
by Robert Ernest Hume, Ph.D.,, New York, Charles
Scribner’s Sons.

Anti-Semitism_in the United States, Its History
and Causes, by Rabbi Lee J. Levinger, Ph.D. (New
York, 1925, Bloch Publishing Co.)

Hebrew.: Union'. College Jubilee Volunze,” 1875-
1525, Board of Editors: David Philipson, Chairman;
H. G. Enelow, K. Kohler, Jacob Z. Lauterbach,
Jacob Mana, Julian M n, William R
David Philipson gives The History of the Hebrew
Union College; The Hebrew Union College of Yes-

terday and a Great Desideration in Its Curriculum
Today, by Kaufman Kohler, Hebrew Union College;
Ezeldel 37:15-28, What Happened to the Ten Tribes,
William Rosenau, Baltimore, Md.; The Importance
of the Tenses for the Interpretation of the Psalms,
Moses Buttenweiser, Hebrew Union College; Trial
by Ordeal Among the Semites and in Ancient Tsracl,
Julian Morgenstern, Hebrew Union College; The
Men of the Grea: Synagoguc, Henry Englander,
Hebrew Union College; Palestine in Jewish The-
ology, Samuel S. Cohen, Hebrew Union College;
The Names of the Rabbinical Schools and Assem-
blies in Babylon, Jacob Z. Lauterbach, Hebrew Union
College; " Gaonic Studies, Jacob Mann, Hebrew
Union College; The Classification of Science in
Medieval Jewish Philosophy, Harry A. Wolfson,
Jewish Institute of Religion; Pico Della Mirandola,
Israel Abrabams, Cambridge Universsity, Cambridge,
England; Raphael Norzi: A Rabbi of the Renais-
sance, H. G. Enclow, New York; Notes on Sephar-
dic Jewish History of the Sixtecnth Century, Jacob
Rader Marcus, Hebrew Union College; Songs and
Singers of the Synagogue in the Eighteenth Cen-
tury, A. Z. Idelsohn, Hebrew Union College; Early
Reform in Contemporaneous Responses, Israel Bet-
tan, Hebrew Union College; Negative Tendencies
in Modern Hebrew Literature, Joseph Reider,
Dropsie College; The Social Implications of Prayer,

braham Cronbach, Hebrew Union College; The
Philosophy of Judaism and How It Should Be
Taught, David Neumnark. Puablished by the' Hebrew
Union College, Cincinnati, 1925.

Instruction in Hebrew According to the Tosussant-
Langenscheidt Metlcod, by Prof. Dr. Carl Willing,
{Prof. G. Lang heidt), Berlin-Sct g

Stammedskunde der Juden, by Dr. Sigmund Feist,
J.. C. Hinrichs'sche Buchhandlung, Lcipzig,\ 1925.

Der Kampf wm Des Hcilige Land, Palestina von
Heute, by W. Weisl, Verlag Ullstein, Berlin.

were reported, first, Jews must accept the teachings
of Jesus; second, that the ethics of Jesus constitute
an unparalleled code of morality—there should have
been a denunciation of those two statements, be-
cause it meant putting Judaism in a dishonorez}

I personally think Dr. Wise should have had an
opportunity to answer before the Aguda had at-
tacked,” Rahbi Klein declared.

“The point therefore was this: When Dr. Wise
said én Philadelphia_by way of an answer to an

position, ‘accepting the verdict of ni hund

vears of Christian interpretation of Jewish history.
We could not accept it.

“The rabbinical assembly of the Jewish Theologi-
cal Seminary which I now represent, did not want
to get into the politics involved on either side, and
went to the heart of the question.

“What was the offense in the reported utterances?
Mot the discussion of the existence of Jesus, nor
even the stateraent that he was a radiant teacher,
Though I understand less Yiddish than most of
you, the same thing in Yiddish sounds terribly
worse than it does in English to an American ear.
That was not the offense. But we found the offense
in this: That Jews must_accept the teachings of
Jesus. To the average mind that means we must
accept Christianity. Second, that the ethics of the
teachings of Jesus constitute an unparalleled code
of ethics, which means Christianity is superior.

“We said, ‘Rabbi Wise, these things have been
reported in the press. You either said them or you
did not. We, as rabbis in Israel, without being
fooled by catch words, refuse to stultify the rest
of our lives by following the leadership of a man
who, according to these statements, has dishonored
Judaism and dishonored Jewish history’ Rabbi
Wise said, ‘Gentlemen, this matter can be quickly
and speedily settied” If anybody had approached
us in the same gentlemanly way in which you ap-
proached me, then the thi 1d have been settled

of Dr. Feinschreiber, ‘I have only been
saying what Dr. Hirsch, Dr. Krauskopf and Dr.
Feinschreiber_have been saying for forty years’ I
said this to Dr. Wise: ‘I will pay you a compli-
ment. We, the Jews of America, never elected Dr.
Hirsch as the spokesman of American Jewry. We
never elected Dr. Krauskopf as the spokesman of
American Jewry. We never elected Dr. Fein-
schreiber as the spokesman of American Jewry.
And the world knew that on religious matters they
spoke_for themselves—at best, for a limited party,
even in the reformed camp. But when you speak,
by reason of our having selected you, the world
fecls that you speak ror the Jewish people.’

“We allow all freedom of view within the circle
of religious thought, but the minute you step out
of the circle of religious thought and ask us to
accept the Christian position of life, we demand
that you resign, becruse you are not the leader of
the Jewish people in the holiest cause outside of
the Synagogue, and for many in the Synagoguc;
and because, whether you like it or not, that can-
not be divided from Judaism.

“In view of this development, I say that the
Agudath Harabonim should not only withdraw
their ban, but they should find a way to cooperate
with us, and for the following reasons: In the
first place, if we do not retain Rabbi Wise, now
that he has put himself clear as to his religious
{Continued on Page 10)
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position with respect to religious thouglt, we
shall tell the world that we are heresy hunters
and martyr makers. And the second reason why
—and I feel deeply abou: it, in spite of the mini-
mizing that is going on in this room: I say that
what the Christian_ thinks about the Jew is im-
portant now in so far as I have given strength to
Christian hands to do missionary work among the
Jews. Million are able to quote such sermons.
And in the year 1914 Isracl Zangwill wrote a poem
addressed to Jesus, in which he said: ‘Brother
Jesus, realize that these Christian nations are
warring upon one another and they do not under-
stand you. Brother Jesus, realize you have made
a mistake. Come back to us, for we are the
only people in the world_who really understand
you’ In the same week I understand there was
a mashumad conference and a mashumad got up
on the platform and rcad that poem. It was most
pathetic and he told the assembled mashumads
and Christians in their own right, ‘See, brethren,
how the Jews are yearning for Christ. (Laughter.)
‘We don't want to give the Christian world that
opportunity to cater to these millions. In order
then to claim the point of start and as far as pos-
sible to rid the Christian mind of the poison which
was injected by a misrepresented utterance; n
order to extract it, let us keep him. Let us cir-
cularize his denial abroad over the world, even
though no truth is able to travel as fast as a lie.
And by our acceptance of him with this denial,
we shall tell the unthinking Christian world what
the thinking Christian world well knows and
understands.”

“1 did not have a chance to speak to you before
vould have told you that a great deal of the

crit ed here ag t the
gerated,” Mr. Jacob Fishman said. “There
desire on the part of the rabbis to come to an
understanding with us, in spite of some of their
ill considered action, and I think that we should
mect this element.”

Rabbi Meyer Berlin Follows Bublick in Fight
Against Wise

The discussion which developed at the session of
the Exccutive Committee of the United Palestine
Appeal was similar to that at the carlier meeting.
The_ position occupied by Gedaliah Bublick at the
session of the Zionist Executive was taken ir: the
United Palestine Appeal meeting by Rabbi Meyer
Berlin, president of the Mizrachi, who led the
opposition which grew from one to nine.

“It is not casy to defend a viewpoint at a mio-
ment when the majority has a clear intention. I
find it my duty, however, to state the position of
the Mizrachi on this question. Various elements
have been involved in this controversy, with
Awhi]c_h I must say the Mizrachi does not identify
itself.

“The question before us is not to accuse or de-
fend Dr. Wise, to ascertain whether he was right
or wrong, whether he has been correctly quoted
or misquoted, whether he had bad intentions or
good_intentions. Dr. Wise has been placed in a
position in which his name has been connccted
with an influence which is harmful for Judaism
due to his sermon, no matter whether he said
what was attributed to him or not. The question
that we, the Exccutive Committee of the United
Palestine_ Appeal, have to decide is the question
of the effect on the Appeal.

“I speak in the name of those Orthodox Jewish
masses who are the basis of the Palestine work.
The United Palestine Appeal embraces the entire
Palestine work. All Jews are united around it, It
is therefore nccessary that at the head of this

Appeal there should be a Jewish leader with whom
all are in agreement. Should there be an oppo-
sition to the leader, all funds will suffer.

“I know that we are here in the minority, but
do_not forget, gentlemen, that in questions of re-
ligion, of conviction and of principle, a majority
does not decide. Dr. Wise has touched the basis
of Judaism. While it may be a fact that the
majority of Zionist leaders is favorable to Wise,
this is no indication of how the large Jewish
masses may feel in the matter. I am sure that
they are in agreement with the view held by the
Mizrachi. .

“The question which we have to decide is not
a question of principle for you, but it is a ques-
tion of principle for us. While you may deem it
necessary for one political reason or another to
retain Dr. Wise as leader, while you may find it
more expedient, you are, nevertheless, in a posi-
tion to yield, to change, should you be convinced
that the reasons are adequate. We, the Orthodox
Jews, cannot yield. It is a question of principle
with us. Perhaps we may be less pious Jews and
submit to the majority, but the great masses will
not suffer that the rebuilding work of Palestine
should be led by a man who has expressed his
praise or a positive attitude toward another reli-
gion. The charge has been made here that some-
one is willing to make personal or political capital
out of this controversy. Let not the man who has
such intentions live,” he exclaimed.

“Zionists remember the Orthodox Jewish masses,
remember the success of the Appeal,” Rabbi Ber-
lin concluded.

Mr. Jacob Fishman was the next speaker. He
expressed satisfaction at the remarks made by
Rabbi Berlin “which,” he s i
2 " by

d, “might be.taken as
2 e 3 i does not_identify
itself with the resolution of the Union of Orthodox
Rabbis and that it might submit to the decision of
the majority.

“We ‘do not come here to impose our opinion.
‘We did not come as a packed jury, as Rabbi Rerlin
termed it. I had hoped that the situation would
be made clear, but my hope has not been realized.
What is your suggestion, Rabbi Berlin?” he asked.
“How can we get out of this situation? Can we
Iet Dr. Wisce go under the stigma of the Union of
Orthodox Rabbis? All efforts before this meeting
to bring about reconciliation failed. You know that
the Zionist Organization respects religious views,
that you are given a hearing whenever a question
concerning religion arises,” he stated.

The speaker violently attacked Mr. Gedaliah
Bublick, the editor of the “Jewish Daily News,”
for an expression in one of his editorials stating
that Dr. Wise wants to enfold-the cross in the
Zionist flag. “The pen which wrote such an ex-
pression ought to be broken,” he declared.

Samuel Untermeyer Speaks for Wise

Samuel Untermeyer declared: “Dr. Wise is the
man who first led me into the Palestine Appeal.
As fai back as 1908 and from that time on I have
known of no more zealous and earnest advocate
and champnqn of our cause than Dr. Wise has
been. Day in and day out, by day and by night
and year after year, Dr. Wise has sacrificed his
time and strength to this cause. To say that he
Is not a great and a good Jew would be to go
against the comsensus of opinion of the entire
Jewish world, not only of American Jewry, but of
all Jewry. 'We should not allows ourselves to be
misguided because of a misunderstood sentence or
two or a statement by a man of his point of view,
which, as stated in the public press, rarely is in
accordance with what is really stated.”

‘It is quite evident from the whole record by

(Continued on Page 11}
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this time,” declared Mr. Emanuel Neuman, “that,
taking into consideration the general disavowal
and more particularly the specxﬁc denials which
Dr. Wise tendered in response tc the suggestion
of the Rabbinical Assembly, Dr. Wise had not in-
tended and did not intend to utter that which
would be at variance with the fundamental Jewish
:andpomt on _the essential question of our rela-
ion to other faiths. I think that by this time all
arties, 2ll groups admit that.

“I am not a rabbi. I don’t know Rambam so
homugh]y. I only remind you of this: that Ram-
am’s books, in his days, were burned by Jewish
ommumtles as heretical and today his works are
eing used to burn somebody else’s works as
eretical.

“I dom’t believe it is in keeping with the spirit

of Judaism that a smgle incident, a spoken word,

HOUR Sr.SSlON DISCUSS E
SER]

FFECTS OF WISE

“We want to have 2 united ]ewry. We want to
sec_the realization of Palestine,” he said.

“We want to raise the $5,000,000, but we cannot
afford to have a mlsunderslandmg. 1 have several
Christians employed in my office and they look
with keen interest into the neWSPapers, among them
the ‘Jewish Daily Bulletin’ To cite an example,
one of them, Mr. O’Bricn, has the authority to
open every piece of mail that comes to my office
and he reads the ‘Jewish Daily Bulletin’ He reads
it with interest and not with hate. By the way,
he is a Catholic and a very ardent one, and yet
he discussed with me the question of what the
Rabbis want from Dr. Wise. Well, I made an
explanation to O’Brien about the Orthodox Rabbis.
They are my Rabbis. 1 am responsible for thém
just as they are responsible for me. So I say to
myself, ‘I don’t want to picls any fight with them
even though they are wrong in my opinion—not
lly, but on the ordinary ethics on which

Thowever un, unwise, h un-~
warranted, that such a word can be pitted and
placed in the balancc in the long run against a
n]]anz life and a man’s work” Mr. Neumann de-
clare

Rabbi Max Drob then spoke: “I want to explain
the attitude of the Rabbinical Assembly, which
has been mentioned again and again.

“The statement has been made as if we occupy
a middle point in this discussion. We do not
occupy any middle point, nor does the Rabbinical
Assembly, which I have the honor to head, offer
any compromise. I state again that Dr. Wise’s
life is not a commentary and ought not to be con-
s1dered as a2 commentary. We have an example
in the Talmud where a certain character for eighty
years had a certain viewpoint and nevertheless at
the end -he turned against his principle, That is
not the question. With the Rabbinical Assembly
there is only one question—the question of fact.

“We as rabbis cannot stultify oursclves, and if
Dr. Wise does not retract and deny the statements
which he madc, there is no consideration of any-
thing that is above religion. We are teachers ot
religion above everything, and therc is nothing,
not even Palestine, which can make us deny our
religion.

“If the Rabbinical Assembly has agreed not to
accept the resignation of Dr. se, it is because
of his definite categorical den: Dr. Wise, in his
statement said: ‘Not only di not say that, but
I do not believe that the teachm:s of Jesus must
be accepted by the Jews’ That is why the Rab-
binical Asscmbly has agreed to recommend to the
Palestine Executive Committee not to accept Dr.
Wise’s resignation.”

Mr. Winter Pleade for Tolerance

Following addresses by Dr. Joseph Silverman and
Mr. Joseph Barondess, who reported the results of
his endeavor 10 bring about reconciliation, Mr. Ben-
Jmm Winter took the floor, saying:

T have been here all afternoon trying to find
out exactly what our -teachers, our Orthodox
teachers, have actually to say, and while I am not
a rabbi, I am credi ted to be a_man of common
sense. In gathering all my thougots ard all my in-
telligence, I cannot possibly sec where our Orthodox
rabbis bring the question of building Zion into the
synagogue or into the church. Rabbi Wise has
made five times as much of a Zionist out of me
as I was last year and if he has done that for me
he“surely can do that for many others.

‘Why are the orthodox rabbis afraid that Dr.
Wise as one individual may overthrow what people
have carried with them from land to land, wuder
all persecution, that which they have kept up, the
Jewish faith?  And still these Rabbis fear that
one individual may be a detriment to the people and
will carry American Jewry into the church!

our own faxth is built. (Applause.) I beg of
them, if my influence carries any weight at all, not
to be stubborn and to unite for the sake of our
suﬁe g Jews.

‘While T have made so great a cry that America
has closed her doors, I fear that they may try to
close the dcors in Palestine. Let us part tonight
and let them say that they have made a mistake,
not that Rabbi Wise should go down on h\s knees
and say to them that he made the mistake.”

“Dor’t let us be stubborn-minded,” Mrs. Xohut
declared. “Let us all be as we are on Yom Kippur
Day—open to_conviction, and soft and mild and
genile in our fceling, prayerful in our thought, and
ask God to guide us, mot our heads, but God him-
self. And if God were to guide us today he would
;ay to us: ‘You poor suffcrmg Jews, driven as you

a z
an ideal, stand by cach Oul». ;-r\d ni
not onlv before men but united I:Pwrc God.
want to be united teday before God and we ought
to come to him and say to him: ‘\\e have prayed,
we have hoped, we have thought and we belicve that
this man who is ready to carry on for us 'md who
has carried on for us, if he  has made a sin of
omission, it is for God to forgive him, and because
God does forgive him and has forgiven him we
too must forgive him,” she pleaded.

Controversy Termed “Psychological Delirium”

Mr. Bublick then made a motion that the meet-
ing decide to postpone action until a committee
to be appointed investigate the matter and nego-
tiate for peace. The motion was overrided.

At the conclusion of the dcbate, before tlie final
vote was taken, Louis Lipsky summrized the dis-
Cussmn in which he termcd the entire controversy
a “psychological delirium.”

“I remember reading a story in the Arabian
Nights of a group of sailors who come into a des-
ert which is bewitched and while they are in the
desert they experience a feeling of intoxication,”
Mr. Lipsky began. “They don’t know exactly how
it comes, but while they are passing through that
part of the woods or desert they arc intoxicated,
and just as soon as they come through and are on
the outside the intoxication disappears.

“Now if you will trace what happened since
December 20th you will see that we have exveri-
enced here practically a psychological delirium or
a psychological ccstasy or a psychological passion
which both sides have been thrown into and from
which it was very difficult for cither party to
c\mcatc himself, .

“Now I remember distinctly that on Monday
morning, when we had the newspaper before us
and we saw the headlines, our first thought was
that this was somethmg terrible that has happened
and if it is truc and if there are other reports that
ontinued on Page 12)
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are going to substantiate it, we are in a very ba
sit?xagtion.g Dr. Wise is in a very bad position and
the whole matter is really complicated.

“Laying aside exactly what he said there and
laying aside what was in the text, and taking only
the headlines, the impression that was conveyed
made us feel that it was a very unfortunate acci-
dent, and even on Monday afternoon we were
already experiencing the reaction of the report on
the part of the various district workers. Now, we
felt certain, and everybody who knows Dr. Wise
felt certain, that as far as he was concerned there
was some slip-up there. His press service is usu-
ally very good, but this was a very bad slip-up.
The very first opportunity we had to speak with
Dr. Wise, he himself admitted it was a terrible
mistake, because of the result, he was at once
apprehensive of what the effect would be on the
United Palestine ‘Appeal. Immediately, and with-
out anyone saying a word, he said, ‘Of course, you
have my resignation’ He felt that this was an
accident_that could bring dama;
United Palestine Appeal,
movement, and he did not want to
for any harm that would be done.
very clearly at the time that it was a little too
early to decide, especially since he had alrcady
sent out an explanation and a correction and espe-
cially since Dr. Wise would have an opportunity
the next day to make another explanation to recall
the distorted and perverted idea of is sermon
which had been broadcast by the newspapers, and
we told Dr. Wise that we would then have an
opportunity to sec what the effect would be upon
the public and whether the cffect would be bad.
It might have been bad regardless of what Dr,
Wise actually said. As Rabbi Berlin said, it might
have been bad because the headline would make a
greater impression than the correction, and it
would not be possible to catch up with the lie,

Mr. Lipsky Admonishes Rabbis

“No one would suspect him of having in mind
these things that were put into the headline and
that were immediatcly put into his mouth by his
friendly reformed brethren, who  took occasion
immediately to condemn Dr. Wise without listen-
g to a word from him.

“We were fighting with the gentlemen who are
here talking against the refusal to accept the res-
ignation, and we were saying to them, “You let
this matter calm down. We know how things are
created in the press andin the public mind. Let
it calm down, " Let us see really what is in it
Les us know exactly what the cffects are going to
be. ut they were coming along and insisting,
because of that Dbassion, because of the feeling of
outrage that there was in the headline with
Dr. Wise had nothing to do—they were insisti
that we must immediately take the well-

be responsible
We told him

§ 3 In the very
zrachi made and the ve,
they actually

1d h:
reduced to absolutely in P e been

nothing in the course of two.
dayrs, because there s i
arg

e nothing in it,
3 r. Wise ever had any intention of preach~
ing something that was opposed to the traditional
Jewish Attitude toward other religions, he would
have said it before, He would have been a marked
man, and there would not have been Jews going
to the Free Synagogue by the hundreds and the
thousands, because they would have felt it in every
word that Dr. Wisc uttered.

‘I say we hqvc 2 perfect right to make a charge
against the Mizrachi and a charge to some extent

againsi Mr. Bublick since Friday, because instea
of trying to bring zbout understanding they, by
their action, demanding his resignation, and by
exaggerating even if he had said certain things, n
exaggerating the importance and intent connectej
with them, they themselves were largely respon-
sible for turning this, which was an ordinary event,
into a delirium of passion which obssessed many
of them. .

“So we have Mr. Bublick standing here and
talking and he is not conscious at all of the mean-
ing and the effect of his words. He gives you the
impression that he has just come out of the four-
teenth century. He speaks in such vehement
terms. -

“If any one will come along and say that this is
an offense to the integrity of the Zijonist move~
ment that Dr. Wise has committed, that this will
be harmful to the United Appeal, Dr. Wise will
be the first one to say that notwithstanding the
vote of confidence, he cannot remain at the head
of this movement.

“But the fact of the matter is different. Just as
this delirum has had a high point, so it is begin-
ning to have a low point, and the very same people
who were responsible for creating this feeling are
now beginning to realize that they were in the
area, like the sailors in the story I told you about,
where there was a sort of bewitchment, not of
their own making. .

“And we have it on the side of the Rabbis them-
selves. Even the Rabbis themselves admitted pri-
vately, practically publicly, that this first resolu-
tion ‘was not correct. Then the Rabbis privately
said the resolution was a mistake. Of course it
was a mistake, and the second resolution was a
mistake too, and there is going to be a third reso-
lution which will be made after the air begins to
clear and we can come along and say very simply,
“There was something that happened that was an
accident.”

Hopes Unity Is Reestablished

“The great danger that he foresaw in these
utterazces, the great calamity he foresaw, is not
indicated by the facts any longer. The facts have
changed. The fact that thousands of Jews who
are good Jews, Orthodox Jews, say that there is
not a calamity, ought to be, and is, proof enough
to you that there is not such a thing as calamity
in it to warrant taking the same position here that
you took over there,

“Rabbi Teitelbaum is here. He came to that
meeting of the Rabbis and he is 2 member of the
Mizrachi. When he came to that mecting a week
ago Tuesday, did he try to do anything to soften
the impression? Not at ail. He was under the
influence of the reigning wrath. He wanted to
get something out of it, a thrill, or a kick, or
comething out of it that would make it worth
while. Even if Dr. Wise were to have withdrawn
lis statement, it would mot have satisfied Rabbi
Teitelbaum, because he felt that this was a situa-
tion ~ui of which Orthodox Judaism could gain
advantages, not in a bad sense, but advantages

Jn¥way, and he wanted to force the situation to
the utmost.

“I say w~ have come to the point where every-
one here feel.

s rationally, feels soberly, that it is
ot in the interests of the Zionist movement or of
the Palestine Appeal, that Dr. Wise's resignation
should be accepted. ‘It is not in the interests of

the movement and the principles of the movement
that his resignati

have cvery reason to beli,
this resolution, which I am sure we

are going to
adopt, that the Mizrach; and Mr.,

Bublick, and

s over, will come and 52
¢ taken here is correct.
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