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JALFOUR DECLARATION BASIS OF PALESTINE MANDATE, LORDS ABE TOLD.

Colonial Secretary, Replying to Lord Islington’s Questions During
Pzaleetine Debate Sayc Mandate is an International Obligation Wnich
Britain Would Resign in Repudiating Promise to Ziunists.

LOKDOK. June 28, [Jsewish Telegraoghic agency) Speaking in the
douse of Lords Wednesday night, ths Zuke of Devonsnire gave an
unequivocal revly to the critic. of Britain’s Palesti.e policy.
s declared thc Government had full intentecn or giving every suvport
to the High Commissioner for Palecstine. according itc the instructions
in the Mandate, sincs ihe msndals was an international obligation
and te Balfour Dseclaration tha basis on which it was accepted
from the Allied Powars. .

The debate waich evoked ih:is reply was poatponec from
Tuscday. Lord Islington, long an enemy oi tie Zionist aims, opened
the debate, saving he iioped t0 recelve a more favorable reply than
three months ago.

The Arab =nd Christian population of Palestine will
never assent to the "Zionist syatem of government®, he said, however
fair ihe elsction may be, if it piaces them in a subordinate
position. Lord Iaslington attributed the present *deadlock" to
the distinct pledges of independsnce given to the arab compunity
and simultssnoutly the pledges itc cndeavor to estaplish a Zionist

home.

Although the civil and religious rignts of the Arabs
and Christians are guarantsed, Lord Islington said every effort
made by the Government %o establis: the Zionist system of govern-
ment was unreconcilable with the promise to respect these rights.
Continuing, Lord Islington said that ordinarily, and
especially in fcreign affairs, the Gevernment should treat matters
as far as possible continuously, but there are cases where experience
showed that the continuity of a certain policy is against the
public interests and impsrial welfare. Sooner or later a friendly
peopla could be driven to such hostility that only force of arms

could maintain order, he warned.
It a federation of Arab states is established and the

Zionist system implanted in one of them, :t is only a question of
time when its $nfluence weuld go over the borders.
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In conclusion; Lord Islington asked that all documents
pertaining to the Palestine question be laid on the table.

Lord Milner, who visited Palestine a year ago, declared
ir ali the documents were published they would prove that the govern-
@ont had not broken any of its pledges to the Arabs, that none
o7 the alleged injustice to the Arab population had been perpetrated,
znd that the so called burden of expenditure was rapidly falling
and before long Palestine would cease to be a tinancial burden to
Britain at all.

Lord Milner further said he hoped the Government would
adhsre to ite present policy as the progress made in Palestine was
"really extraordinary”. "If the Arabs claim Palestine as one
of their countries, in the same sense as Mesopotemia and Arabpia,
they are flying in the face of facts and of history," he said in
conclusion. .

The official Government reply was given by the Duke
2f Devonshire, the Colonial Secretary. He said he had consulted
his culleagues as to tneir opinion regarding the publication of
the correspcndence and the papers dealing witn the engagements
:nd commitiments concerning Palestine, and they found it would
26 contrary tc the public interests to grani Lord Islington’s
request.

Proceeding to the. latest political developments in
Palsstine, ti:e Duke asserted there was considerable misapprehension
regaring the Palsstine electicns. Under the Constitution promulgated
last year, arrangements wers made for the holding of thse elections
in zccordance with a plan wsil-known to tne population, and it
was then hopad the Legislative Covneil would be elected. However.
a large proportion of the inhavbitanis refu.ed to participate. The
Duke said he regretted tiis decisicn and thought the action "unwise
and unfortunate."

' Efforts have been made, Lowsver, to obtain an advisory
body in lisu of the Legislative council but he regretied that
through complete misconception of these efforts, pressure was
brought to bear upon those who.rad originally agreed to servs and
trey were prevented from doing so.

"This makes the government of the country more difficult, *
he said. "but even if the Arabs are unwilling tc participate in
the Constitution 1t is our duty as the Mandatory to continue tha
government of the country. It is the Govermnmant’s rull intention
to give every support to the Hig- Commissioner im carrying on the
government ascording to ths imstructions in the landate."

The Luke of Devonshire expressed the hope trat later,
when tne prejudice surrounding this question would be dissolved,
the pasople of Palestine would be ready to take an active part in
the adminstration.

Pagsing to the Zionist pledges, the Duke of Devonshire
made this statement:

20ccasionally psople are heard to spsak of
the Balfour Declaration as though it wers sowettuing we could take
up or lay aside to suit our omr convinisnce. The Mandate is not
merely a nationai, but an international obligation, and the Balfour
Declaration is the basis on which we accepted from the Allied
Powers our position as the Handatory for Palestine. We should be
taking grave risks, not only with regard to Palestine bul the
other Powers, if we should resign that irust.

"aAs far as tze Mandate is concerned, we hold it with the
full approval of the Allies and the League of Kations. Hu doubt
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it would be possible for us to resign the Mandate, and then it
would be for the League to decide what new arrangement is to take
its place”.

"Obviously", he continued, "we must have wide discretion
in the interpretation of the obligations placed upon us. It was
never intended that the presert form of government would be final,
and it was hoped that it would gradually be extended witnh the view
of ultimately arriving at a responsivle government in that vart of
the world."

Lord Grey urged the Colonial Secretary to take advantage
of the presence of Sir Heorbert Samuel in London and mark out some
more definite plan wnereby ths "Zionist policy, while yet preserving
for the Jews the oprortunity of founding their own University and
of giving a home to the uewish culture inside a state mainly Arabd,
could be su interpreted as to bring it more in harmony with the
civil rights of the paople." Unless this is done, Lord Grey feared
there would be serious trouble in the future.

The question was then dropped, no vote being taken.

LONDOR. June 27 (Jewish Telegraphic Agency) The debate in the
House of Lords on the Palestine situation which was expscted to

take place Tuesday afternocon has peen postponed and Lord Islington‘s
questions have been passsd over without ary explanation.

Lord Islingtcn, a proncunced opponent to Great Britain's
Palesting policy, is sai1d to have been persuaded by Lord Walter
Rothschild in a private conversation to agiee to a postponsment
of tne debate until Sir Herbert Samuel, the High Commissioner for
Palestine. who arrived here last night, explained the situation
more thoroughly, emabling the Government to make a astatement to
Parliament.

The Lords Rothschiid, Sweythling and Bearsted were
present in expectation apparently of the debate taking place as
scheduled. This was Lord Rothschild's farst attendance in the
House, althougn it is many years since he succeeded to the title,
and it was therefore necessary for him to take the oati.

DROPSIE COLLEGE RE- ELECTS LR. ADLER PRESIDENT.

PHILADELPHIA, June 28, (Jewish Telegraphic Agency) Orficers for
the ensuing year cf Dropsie College for Hebrew and Cognate Learning
declared slected at the annual meeting of the Board of Governors
are: Dr. Cyrus Adler, President; D. Hays Solis Coken, Vice Prezident;
Ephraim Lederer, Secretary; Horace Stern, Treasurer.

It was reported that during the academy year, [ifty-tiwo
students attended the post-graduatse and extension cources, of whom
41 were men and il womsn.

The Library ras grown to a totas of 24,616 voluwes, the
principal accession of ihe past year being the coilection of the
famous Arabic traveler - Eduard Glaser.

Ephraim Lederer, Simon Miller, Edwin Wolf and Horace
Stern were re-elected members of the Board of Covernors, and Mr.
Jules E. ¥astbavm was newly elected s Governor.



