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SELF-C ONFESSED RENEGADE AND INFORKER UNFROCKED AS "RaBBIV. -

New York, February 20 IJ. C. B.). In one of the most
sensational hearings ever staged before a Jewish rabbinical court,
Judah Blfenbein, rabbi of the JacobrnH. Schiff Center, 2481
Valentine Ave. Bronx, charged with being & convert to the Greek
Orthodox Church and later one of its priests and slse with having
furnished the arguments that were used by unti-Semites to send
Leopold Hilsner, some twenty ye:rs ago to prison in austria for
life on a ritual blood acousation, was unfrocked after the rabbi
broke down uand confessed.

Elfenbein's real name, according to his accusers and his
own confession, was Judah Elfenbein Tillinger. But coming to the
United States in 1920, he found that the name Tillinger, asso-
ciated as it was with the trisl of Hilsner in austria and with
having become an apostate of the faith, had preceded him and
did not smack well in Jewish circles. Dropying the name Tillin-
ger and growing a beard, according to the charges, Elfenbein who
had been « student of Jewidh theological seminaries in Vienna and
Berlin' easily worked his way into the Jewish pulpit, serving as
rabbi at Youngstown, 0., Easton, Pa. and Brooklyn and lastly at
the new Jacob H., Schiff Center in the Bronx.

Casual geasip at a Second avenue cafe led to the unmusking
0f the rabbi, one of the patrons of the cafe dropping a hint
that Elfenbein-Tillinger was now serving as & rabbi., The Tre~
port finally reached the Union of Orthodox Rabbis who convoked
a special meeting to prove the charges.

: The rubbis who composed the "Beth Din" consisted of Rubbis
Margolies, J. L. Selzer, J. Kanowitz, H. Siegel, J. Redelheim,
S. Pfeffer, J, Oskolski, A. Premedski, leyer Beriin and S. J.
Yudelson.







